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This invention relates to shoe supports, that is 
to say, to devices for supporting shoes in Such 
a manner that their original Shape is restored 
and maintained during periods of non-use. 
The chief aim of my invention is to provide a 

device of the sort referred to which is simple in 
construction; capable of expeditious production 
in quantity at relatively small cost; with which 
the shoes are readily and quickly engageable and 
from which they can as readily be removed; and 
which can be relied upon to maintain the shoes 
in a stretched condition without imposition of 
strains dikely to result in opening of the seams 
in them or in causing any other permanent in 
juries to them. 
Other objects and attendant advantages will 

appear from the following detailed description 
of the attached drawings, wherein Fig. 1 is a 
perspective view of a support for individual men’s 
shoes conveniently embodying my invention in 
one form and showing how the shoe is held in 
place thereon. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the support 
alOne. 

Fig. 3 is a vi?w similar to Fig. 1 of my improved 
support suitably modified for supporting indi 
vidual ladies” Shoes. 

Referring first more particularly to Figs. 1 and 
2, the shoe support there illustrated comprises 
a fdat rectangular pad i 0 which may be of wood 
and which serves as a rest for the sole of the 
supported shoe, with the shoe toe and heel pro 
jecting therebeyond. At one end of the pad i O 
is a yoke-like element i 1 which in practice may 
be fashioned from a single length of relatively 
stout wire with laterally-disposed spring loops 
at 2 and with the ends of the wire bent to pro 
vide straight segments 3 for longitudinally con 
tacting the opposite side edges of the pad ( ) and 
inwardly directed terminal lugs li ? for engaging 
transversely-aligned holes ll5 in said side edges. 
The element f f is secured and at the same time 
prevented from pivoting by means of staples 16 
which are driven into the side edges of the pad 
0 beyond the holes 5 and over the segments 13 

of the wire. As shown, the element is rounded 
for substantially snug fitment about the toe end 
of the shoe within the crevice between the upper 
and the sole. 

Cooperative with the element l l in holding the 
shoe in place in the holder is a bail-like element 
7 which may likewise be formed from a single 
length of relatively stout wire whereof the ends 
are bent in Wardly as at i 8 to Serve as trunnions 
for selective pivotal engagement within the seri- ? 

5 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

50 

2 
ally arranged holes 9 in the opposite side edges 
of the pad 10. As a consequence of this con 
struction, it is possible to adapt the holder for 
supporting shoes of different sizes. 

In the use of the holder, the toe of the shoe 
is first engaged with the element i 1 and pressed 
forward slightly, whereupon the element li is 
swung upward to engage about the back of the 
Shoe as illustrated in Fig. 1. In order to preclude 
slippage of the element 7 in operative position, 
its rounded portion is flattened as at 20 to engage 
in the crevice between the heel and the shoe 
upper also as shown in Fig. 1. It is to be particu 
larly noted that the element 7 assumes an acute 
angular position with respect to the pad l 0 when 
in operative position whereby the shoe is pressed 
forwardly and downWardly in Opposition to the 
spring resistance of the element l f and effectively 
heid against accidental dislodgment with the sole 
thereof slightly Strained toward the pad and the 
upper thereof slightly tensioned. As a conse 
quence the holder serves to maintain the shoe 
in its original condition by keeping the sole flat 
and the upper Smooth and devoid of wrinkles. 
My improved holder of Fig. 3 for individual 

ladies” shoes differs from the first described em 
bodiment in that its yoke-like element i la is 
provided With a strap 2 to engage over the top 
of the shoe toe, and further in that the bail-like 
element Ta is boWed (as Viewed from the Side) 
Whereby the heel portion of the shoe upper is 
contacted at opposite sides as shown instead of 
at the center of the back. In order to obviate 
repetitive description all other elements in the 
modification mot Specifically referred to but hav 
ing their counterparts in the first i embodiment, 
are identified by the same reference numerals, 
with addition in each instance of the letter “a,” 
however, for convenience of ready distinction. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A shoe support including a flat pad to serve 

as a rest for the mid portion of the shoe sole 
acroSs the width thereof, with the shoe toe and 
heel projecting beyond opposite ends of the pad; 
a yoke-like element of stout spring wire with the 
ends of its extremities fixedly anchored at oppo 
Site sides of the pad, said element having lateral 
spring loops, adjacent its anchorages and having 
a curved mid portion to engage around the front 
and Sides of the shoe toe in the crevice between 
the upper and the sole; and a bail-like element 
also of stout wire with its ends pivotally con 
nected to the pad and having a curved mid por 
tion for engaging around the shoe at the back 
and the sides of the heel, said bail-like element 
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öpposing the spring actiön ôf the yoke element 
in holding the shoe in place on the pad. 

2. A shoe support according to claim 1, in which 
the bail-like element has inwardly directed piv 
otal end portions selectively engageable in seri 
ally arranged apertures along the Side edges of 
the pad for adaptation of the support to shoes of 
different sizes, 

3. A shoe support according to claim 1, in which 
the pad is fiat, and in which the bail-like element 10 
is pivoted to the pad so as to extend upward at 
an acute angle thereto when in operative posi 
tion. 

4. A shoe support according to claim 1, in which 
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the toe engaging element has a transverse strap 15 
portion to extend over the top of the toe. . . . 

FRANCIS H. TOMLIN. 

  


