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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JAMES M. DOWNING, OF MOUNT PULASKI, ILLINOIS.

CLOTHES-RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 716,393, dated December 23, 1902.

T all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, JAMES M. DOWNING, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mount
Pulaski, in the county of Logan and State of
Illinois, haveinvented certain new and nseful
Improvements in Clothes-Racks; and I do
hereby declare the following to bea full, clear,
and exact description of theinvention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

The object is to present a foldable clothes
drier orrack in which the parts when spread
apart for use will provide in a given space the
greatest suspending capacity—that is to say,
inwhich there will be nointerference between
the plurality of rungs or hanging-rods, as by
too close proximity to each other or by reason
of disposition one above the other—whereby
all of the rods may be utilized to advantage;
furthermore, to present a foldable clothes-
rack in which any collapse in use will be ob-
viated, the disposition and arrangement of
the legs being such that in all positions the
weight of the structure itself or any added
welight, as by suspended clothing, will throw
the lines of strain downward directly on the
logs, thus causing the legs firmly to retain a-
vertical position whether the rack be partially
or fully extended; furthermore, to present a
foldable clothes-rack which may be folded
without disturbing the articles suspended
thereon, and which when folded will occupy
but small space, which shall be light and
thus easily transported, and which may with
readiness and ease be opened and spread out
for use. »

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts of a clothes-
rack, as wiil be hereinafter fully described
and elaimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts,Figurelisaviewin perspective display-
ing the rack when set up for use. Fig.2isa
similar view showing the rack folded. Fig. 3
is an enlarged detail view showing the man-
ner of securing the rungs with the frame of
the device.

In describing the rack the position of the
parts referred to are those which will be oc-

cupied when the rack is spread out for use,
as shown in Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
legs of the drier, each consisting of a single
piece of wood of the requisite length; A?, the
jointed side piecesof a two-part top frame; A3,
the jointed side pieces of a pair of two-part in-
clined side frames, and A* the rungs or hang-
ing-rods. The side pieces A®of the top frame
(four in number) are by preference of equal
length and are pivotally connected at their
inner ends by a rung, as shown at g, and at
their outer ends to the upper portion of the
legs A byrungs a®. Theside pieces A®of the
side frames are pivotally connected at their
upper ends to each other by a rung, as shown
at a®, intermediately of the ends of the upper
portion of each frame by rungs a* to the top
frame,and intermediately of thelower portion
of each frame to the legs A by rungs AS.

'The drier, composed of the different por-
tions as described, is adapted for use when
either wholly or partially extended, the con-
struction and assemblage of the different por-
tions being such that in all positions from ap-
proximately closed to fully extended the legs
maintain a substantially vertical position,
and the relation of the parts is such that at
all times any weight applied to the rungs will
cause the pressure to be exerted upon the
legs vertically, so that any involuntary col-
lapse from weight is obviated.

"In addition tosubserving the function of a
clothes-drier the device may be used for sup-
porting boards, thus to constitute a table
upon which ironing may be done or for sup-
porting fruit to be dried, or inlien of a board
the drier may in its partially-extended posi-
tion serve as a support for any other article.
It will be understood that the members of the
top and side frames of the drier are so pro-
portioned and arranged relative to each other
as to bring the ends of the members and
rungs carried thereby into the same horizon-
tal plane to constitute a support for a board
orthelike when the rack is partially extended.

The manner in which the rungs are con-
nected with the frame of the device is by re-
ducing the cross-diameter of the end of each
rung to constitute a tenon having a square
shoulder, which tenon will then be engaged
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with the opening in the part of the frame to
which it will be secured, and a nail or other
fastening means passed through the tenon
will serve tosecure the parts firmly together.
Thismanner of securing the parts of the frame
together presents the advantages of stability
and cheapness, as it will be seen by reference
to Fig. 3 the connection will be exceedingly
simple, yet strong and durable.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

In a clothes-rack, the combination of the
jointed, two-part,horizontal portion, one-part
vertical legs located at the ends of the hori-
zontal portion and jointed therewith, two-part
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braces having jointed connection with the
vertical legs and horizontal portion and meet-
ing in a jointed connection and forming an
apex above the horizontal portion, each por-
tion constructed in pairs and connected by
transverse bars forming rungs, all so propor-
tioned and disposed as mutually to codperate
to effect rigidity, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature
in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

JAMES M. DOWNING.

Witnesses:
W. M. MARTIN,
F A. SCROGGIN.
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