PCT

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
International Bureau

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(51) International Patent Classification 6.

HO04L 9/00 A3

(11) International Publication Number:

(43) International Publication Date:

WO 99/46660

16 September 1999 (16.09.99)

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US99/05248

(22) International Filing Date: 11 March 1999 (11.03.99)

(30) Priority Data:

09/041,149 12 March 1998 (12.03.98) us
09/100,914 19 June 1998 (19.06.98) us
09/239,475 28 January 1999 (28.01.99) UsS

(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): FAIRBANKS
SYSTEMS GROUP [US/US]; 3550 General Atomics Court,
San Diego, CA 92121-1194 (US).

(72) Inventors; and

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): MICKELSEN, Stephen,
Peter [CA/US]; 543 Gardendale Road, Encinitas, CA 92024
(US). BOLT, Thomas, B. [US/US]; 279 Horizon Drive,
Encinitas, CA 92024-4147 (US). MCCLAIN, Fred, W.
[US/US]; 6886 Circo Diegueno, Del Mar, CA 92014 (US).

(74) Agent: ROGITZ, John, L.; Rogitz & Associates, Suite 3120,
750 B Street, San Diego, CA 92101 (US).

(81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR,
BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GE, |
GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ,
LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW,
MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL,
TJ, T™, TR, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZW, ARIPO
patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SL, SZ, UG, ZW),
Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR,
GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF,
BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN,
TD, TG).

Published
With international search report.
Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the claims
and to be republished in the event of the receipt of amendments.

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
21 October 1999 (21.10.99)

(54) Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR BACKING UP COMPUTER FILES OVER A WIDE AREA COMPUTER NETWORK

DATA CENTER
10— 12~ [TCOMMONBRAR-1~ 20
SToRaE (18
[ CONTROL WODULE |1~ 22
6~ HOOBM_|
g B 1 M
S L HODEN
C0-ROM BACKIP |~ 28 BACKUP CD-ROM
MODULE MODULE
w7 +H
USER COMPUTER USER COMPUTER

(57) Abstract

A laptop computer back up logic system (300) copies user selected files or automatically selected files for back up as the laptop
computer (24) is being used. Changed files are backed up and stored in a hold area of the laptop computer (24). When the laptop computer
(24) senses a network connection and the network (14) is idle, the blocks of the changed files are transmitted from the hold area to a remote
facility (12) via the network (14). The backing up process can be triggered within the laptop computer (24) when the screen saver of the

laptop computer (24) is invoked.
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