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HYBRID TAG FOR RADIO FREQUENCY clock signal from an interrogator device , and convert the 
IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM optical signal into an electrical signal comprising the embed 

ded clock signal . The clock extraction circuitry is configured 
TECHNICAL FIELD to extract the embedded clock signal from the electrical 

5 signal , and output the extracted clock signal as a clock signal 
This disclosure generally relates to wireless communica - for controlling clocking functions of the tag device . The 

tion systems and , in particular , to radio frequency identifi voltage regulator circuitry configured to generate a regulated 
cation systems supply voltage from the electrical signal , wherein the regu 

lated supply voltage is utilized as a bias voltage for com 
BACKGROUND 10 ponents of the tag device . The data transmitter circuitry is 

configured to wirelessly transmit tag data to the interrogator 
In general , a radio frequency identification ( RFID ) system device . 

utilizes RFID tag devices that are either attached to , or Another embodiment of the invention includes an inter 
integrally formed in , objects that are to be identified or rogator device . The interrogator device includes control 
otherwise tracked for various types of applications . In addi - 15 circuitry , optical transmitter circuitry , an antenna , and 
tion , an RFID reader device ( alternatively referred to as an receiver circuitry . The control circuitry is configured to 
" interrogator device ” ) is utilized to communicate with an control functions of the interrogator device . The optical 
RFID tag device using a signaling scheme . With conven - transmitter circuitry is configured to generate and transmit 
tional signaling schemes , communication between an RFID an optical signal having an embedded clock signal to a tag 
reader and an RFID tag is commonly implemented using 20 device , wherein the embedded clock signal is recoverable by 
radio signals , wherein both the RFID reader and the RFID the tag device to control clocking functions of the tag device . 
tag include separate receive and transmit antennas and The receiver circuitry is configured to ( i ) apply an unmodu 
associated transmitter and receiver circuitry . In such signal - lated radio frequency carrier signal to the antenna , ( ii ) detect 
ing schemes , transmission and receiving of signals can occur changes in amplitude of an amplitude modulated backscat 
concurrently , wherein different RF frequencies are used for 25 tered radio frequency carrier signal which is reflected from 
the transmit and receive modes of operation . In addition , the tag device and captured on the antenna , and ( iii ) recover 
such conventional signaling schemes must implement com a serial data bit stream comprising tag data transmitted from 
plex , area - consuming circuitry such as PLLs ( phase - locked the tag device , based on the detected changes in said 
loops ) and VCOS ( voltage - controlled oscillators ) to generate amplitude of the amplitude modulated backscattered radio 
clock signals for controlling clocking functions on circuitry 30 frequency carrier signal . 
of the RFID tag device . Moreover , some RF tag devices Another embodiment of the invention includes a method 
have a battery , which can be an active battery , or a battery for reading data from a tag device . The method includes 
that is activated when in the presence of an RFID reader . receiving an optical signal from an interrogator device , 
As industry standards continue to demand smaller foot - wherein the received optical signal comprises an embedded 

print RFID tags for specialized applications ( e . g . , RFID tags 35 clock signal ; converting the optical signal into an electrical 
with an integration area less than 100 umx100 um ) , it signal which comprises the embedded clock signal ; extract 
becomes problematic and non - trivial to construct RFID tags ing the embedded clock signal from the electrical signal ; 
with conventional frameworks . For example , the use of two utilizing the extracted clock signal as a clock signal for 
integrated antenna systems on a RFID tag device for receive controlling clocking functions of the tag device ; and gener 
and transmit modes requires a significant amount of real 40 ating a regulated supply voltage from the electrical signal , 
estate . While RFID tag devices can be implemented to wherein the regulated supply voltage is utilized as a bias 
operate at higher frequencies ( e . g . 2 . 5 GHz ) with smaller voltage for components of the tag device . 
on - chip antennas , such antennas can still be relatively large These and other embodiments of invention will be 
and area consuming , and thus , not practical for very small described in the following detailed description of embodi 
footprint RFID tag devices . Moreover , when integration area 45 ments , which is to be read in conjunction with the accom 
is limited , mutual coupling and interference can occur panying drawings . 
between the transmit and receive antennas on the RFID tag 
device . Furthermore , as RFID tag decrease in size , it BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
becomes impractical to use batteries or complex , area con 
suming power generating circuitry . 50 FIG . 1 schematically illustrates a radio frequency identi 

fication system according to an embodiment of the inven 
SUMMARY tion . 

FIGS . 2A and 2B schematically illustrate an optical 
Embodiments of the invention include components of receiver that can be implemented in a tag device , according 

RFID systems implementing a hybrid framework including 55 to an embodiment of the invention . 
an optical transmitter / receiver system and an RF transmitter / FIG . 3 schematically illustrates a layout of constituent 
receiver system . components of a tag device according to an embodiment of 
One embodiment of the invention includes a tag device . the invention 

The tag device includes a substrate having a plurality of FIG . 4 is a flow diagram of a method for reading data from 
components integrally formed thereon . The components 60 a tag device in a radio frequency identification system , 
include state machine control circuitry , non - volatile according to an embodiment of the invention . 
memory , optical receiver circuitry , clock extraction circuitry , 
voltage regulator circuitry , and data transmitter circuitry . DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
The state machine control circuitry is configured to control 
functions of the tag device . The non - volatile memory is 65 Embodiments of the invention will now be discussed in 
configured to store tag data . The optical receiver circuitry is further detail with regard to RFID systems and techniques 
configured to receive an optical signal having an embedded for implementing very small footprint RFID tag devices 
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with high integration density of signaling circuitry , which clock signal to the tag device 120 , wherein the embedded 
may be integrated on - chip using CMOS silicon fabrication clock signal is recoverable by the tag device 120 to control 
technologies , for example . Embodiments of RFID tag clocking functions of the tag device 120 . In one embodiment 
devices as described herein comprise a hybrid framework of the invention , the optical transmission system 113 com 
which includes an optical receiving system and a wireless 5 prises a laser optical system , wherein the laser - emitting 
transmitting system based on magnetic coupling . In addi - device 117 comprises one or more laser diodes . More 
tion , embodiments of RFID tag devices as described herein specifically , in one embodiment of the invention , the laser 
can operate in an autonomous manner without any on - chip optical system comprises a vertical - cavity surface - emitting 
batteries , and do not require complex circuitry such as laser ( VCSEL ) system , wherein the laser - emitting device 
voltage controlled oscillators ( VCOs ) and phase - locked 10 117 comprises a high - power VCSEL semiconductor laser 
loops ( PLLs ) to generate clock signals on the RFID tag diode that emits an optical laser beam perpendicular from a 
device . top surface thereof . 

Instead , RFID tag devices according to embodiments of The optical driver circuitry 115 is configured to control 
the invention are configured to extract clock signals from modulation of the laser emitting device 117 and cause the 
optical signals received from an RFID interrogator device , 15 laser emitting device 117 to generate and output a pulsed 
and use the extracted clock signal for clocking various optical laser signal having the embedded clock signal . In one 
on - chip components and functions of the RFID tag device embodiment , the optical driver circuitry 115 comprises 
such as a finite state machine controller and memory access circuitry that is configured to drive a VCSEL semiconductor 
operations . In addition , RFID tag devices according to laser diode . The driver circuitry 115 is configured to modu 
embodiments of the invention are configured to generate an 20 late the emitted power of the laser - emitting device 117 , and 
on - chip regulated supply voltage using the optical signals emit an alternating sequence of logic ones and zeros , cor 
received from an RFID interrogator device to provide a bias responding to pulses of high or low power , respectively . 
voltage ( e . g . , VDD ) for on - chip analog and digital circuitry In particular , in one embodiment of the invention , as 
of the RFID tag device . depicted in FIG . 1 , the optical transmission system 113 

It is to be understood that the various components and 25 outputs an optical signal ( h ) with two different intensities 
structures shown in the accompanying drawings are not EO and E1 , wherein the intensity EO represents a logic zero , 
drawn to scale , and that one or more components or struc - and the intensity El represents a logic 1 . In addition , the 
tures of a type commonly used for RFID reader or tag optical signal ( h ) is generated with a 50 % duty cycle . In one 
devices may not be explicitly shown in a given drawing . embodiment of the invention , the optical signal h , is gen 
Moreover , the same or similar reference numbers used 30 erated having a wavelength of 808 nm . As explained in 
throughout the drawings are used to denote the same or further detail below , the embedded clock signal is extracted 
similar component , elements , or structures , and thus , a by the tag device 120 to clock various components of the tag 
detailed explanation of the same or similar features , ele device 120 . In other embodiments of the invention , an 
ments , or structures will not be repeated for each of the optical signal can be modulated with data packets for other 
drawings . 35 purposes . For example , data sent from the interrogator 

FIG . 1 schematically illustrates a radio frequency identi - device could have a specific preamble that is read by the tag 
fication system 100 according to an embodiment of the device 120 to control certain functions of the tag device 120 . 
invention . The radio frequency identification system 100 In one embodiment , the integrated lens 119 comprises a 
comprises an RFID interrogator device 110 ( or reader micro lens that is formed as part of the laser - emitting device 
device ) and an RFID tag device 120 . The interrogator device 40 117 . The integrated lens is configured to collimate or oth 
110 comprises a controller 111 ( e . g . , a central processing erwise focus the optical signals emitted from the laser 
unit ) , an RF receiver system 112 , and an optical transmission emitting device 117 toward the tag device 120 . 
system 113 . The RF receiver system 112 comprises receiver The optical receiver 123 on the tag device 120 receives 
circuitry 114 and an RF antenna 116 . The optical transmis - optical signals transmitted from the optical transmission 
sion system 113 comprises optical driver circuitry 115 , a 45 system 113 of the interrogator device 110 . In one embodi 
laser - emitting device 117 , and an integrated lens 119 . The m ent of the invention , the optical receiver 123 comprises 
controller 111 controls operation of the RF receiver system plurality of photodiodes that are configured to operate in a 
112 and the optical transmission system 113 , and other photovoltaic mode without an external bias . FIGS . 2A and 
components of the interrogator device 100 which may be 2B schematically illustrate an embodiment of the optical 
implemented . 50 receiver 123 which can be implemented in a tag device , 

The tag device 120 comprises a state machine controller according to an embodiment of the invention . 
121 , a data transmitting system 122 , and an optical receiver In particular , FIG . 2A is a schematic diagram of an optical 
123 . The data transmitting system 122 comprises switching receiver comprising a photodiode stack 223 according to an 
circuitry 124 and a planar antenna 126 . The tag device 120 embodiment of the invention . The photodiode stack 223 
further comprises clock extraction circuitry 125 , voltage 55 comprises a plurality of photodiode stages S1 , S2 and S3 
regulator circuitry 127 , and a non - volatile memory 128 . As that are serially connected between an output node 2 and 
explained in further detail below , the radio frequency iden - ground . The photodiode stage S3 comprises photodiode D31 
tification system 100 implements a hybrid optical / RF frame connected between the output node Z of the photodiode 
work for signaling and communication between the RFID stack 223 and an output node Y of the photodiode stage S2 . 
interrogator device 110 and RFID tag device 120 . In one 60 The photodiode stage S2 comprises a plurality of photo 
embodiment of the invention , the tag device 120 is con - diodes D21 , D22 , . . . , D2n , which are connected in parallel 
structed using bulk CMOS semiconductor fabrication tech - between the node Y and an output node X of the photodiode 
niques , and can be fabricated on a substrate that is flexible stage S1 . The photodiode stage S1 comprises a plurality of 
or not flexible , using known materials and fabrication tech - photodiodes D11 , D12 , . . . , Dlm , which are connected in 
niques . 65 parallel between the node X and a ground terminal . 

The optical transmission system 113 is configured to FIG . 2B schematically illustrates a semiconductor sub 
generate and transmit an optical signal having an embedded strate comprising the photodiode stack 223 of FIG . 2A . In 
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eyts 

particular , FIG . 2B is a schematic cross - sectional view of a stream , wherein the extracted clock signal is used to clock 
semiconductor substrate 200 comprising a portion 223 - 1 of the state machine controller 121 and the non - volatile 
the photodiode stack 223 of FIG . 2A . More specifically , memory 128 . In particular , in the embodiment of FIG . 1 , the 
FIG . 2B illustrates photodiodes D11 , D21 , and D31 of FIG . clock extraction circuitry 125 generates and outputs a clock 
2A , which are serially connected between the output node Z 5 signal CLK1 based on the AC voltage ( or current ) signal 
of the photodiode stack 223 and ground . In one embodiment output from the optical receiver 123 . In one embodiment of 
of the invention , as shown in FIG . 2B , the substrate 200 the invention , the clock extraction circuitry 125 can be 
comprises a p - doped substrate which is connected to ground implemented using any clock extraction framework com 
terminal via a p + doped region 202 . The grounding of the prising , e . g . , a passive clock recovery circuit with filtering 
p - doped substrate 200 effectively provides a reversed biased 10 and sampling circuitry for example , which is suitable for the 
diode junction 204 between the p - doped substrate 200 and given application . 
each n - Well of the respective photodiodes D11 , D21 , and The state machine controller 121 controls the internal and 
D31 , as shown in FIGS . 2A and 2B , which provides isolation external flow of data of the tag device 120 based on the clock 
prevents leakage of current . signal CLK1 output from the clock extraction circuitry 125 . 

The on - chip integrated photodiode stack 223 , which com - 15 In one embodiment , the state machine controller 121 com 
prises a plurality of series and parallel - connected photo - prises circuitry to generate a clock signal CLK2 based on the 
diodes , is configured to generate a large on - chip voltage . In clock signal CLK1 , which is input to the non - volatile 
silicon , a single photodiode operating in a photovoltaic memory 128 and used to control memory access functions . 
mode can generate a voltage in a range of about 0 . 3V to The clock signal CLK2 may be the same or different from 
about 0 . 4V . In the stacked photodiode configuration of 20 the clock signal CLK1 , depending on the application . In 
FIGS . 2A and 2B , an output voltage of about 1 . 2V to 1 . 3V another embodiment , the clock extraction circuitry 125 
can be generated at the output node Z with current flowing generates and directly outputs the clock signal CLK1 to 
through a load resistance connected to node Z . Indeed , with other components of the tag device 120 , which may be 
the stacked photodiode configuration , extra current flows in implemented in other embodiments . The state machine 
the parallel diodes connected to ground , that is , connected to 25 controller 121 comprises either fixed or programmable logic 
nodes X and Y . The additional photodiode stages S2 and S3 to control functions of the RFID tag device 120 . 
enable larger currents to flow out of node Z . In one embodiment of the invention , the non - volatile 

Referring back to FIG . 1 , the output of the optical receiver memory 128 comprise a one - time field programmable fuse 
123 is connected to inputs of the clock extraction circuitry memory , which can be programmed by the state machine 
125 and the voltage regulator circuitry 127 . The optical 30 controller 121 with a specific TAG code that can be accessed 
receiver 123 is configured to transform the optical signal hy by the interrogator device 110 . In another embodiment of the 
( which is transmitted from the interrogator device 110 ) into invention , the non - volatile memory 128 may implement a 
an electrical AC signal having the same duty cycle as the multiple read / write memory device framework . 
optical signal , i . e . , the electrical signal comprises a repre In one embodiment of the invention , the planar antenna 
sentation of the embedded clock signal within the optical 35 126 comprises a loop antenna . An illustrative embodiment 
signal . For example , in one embodiment of the invention , the of a planar loop antenna 326 is shown in FIG . 3 . The planar 
optical receiver 123 outputs a series of voltage pulses ( in loop antenna 326 is a RF antenna comprising a loop that 
response to an incident optical signal ) with a pulse magni - includes one or more windings ( e . g . , 3 windings in the 
tude of about 1 . 2V to 1 . 3V and a period ( e . g . , pulse embodiment of FIG . 3 ) of patterned metallic material . The 
frequency ) equal to the period of the optical pulses of the 40 ends of the conductive loop are connected to a balanced 
transmitted optical signal . transmission line 326 - 1 . In one embodiment of the inven 

The voltage regulator circuitry 127 is configured to gen - tion , the outer perimeter of the planar loop antenna 326 is 
erate a regulated supply voltage from the electrical signal , much smaller than the operating wavelength of the RF 
wherein the regulated supply voltage is utilized as a bias system of the interrogator device 110 . For example , the 
voltage for components of the tag device 120 . In particular , 45 perimeter of the loop antenna 326 can be less than one tenth 
the voltage regulator circuitry 127 is configured to generate of the operating wavelength , such that there will be a 
and output a regulated DC voltage based on the AC voltage relatively constant current distribution along the loop con 
or current output from the optical receiver 123 . The regu - ductor . 
lated DC voltage ( which is generated by the voltage regu - In general , the RF receiver system 112 and the data 
lator circuitry 127 ) input to the state machine controller 121 50 transmitter system 122 operate in conjunction to transmit tag 
and the non - volatile memory 128 to server as an internal data from the tag device 120 to the interrogator device 110 . 
VDD supply voltage . The state machine controller 121 performs a memory access 

In one embodiment of the invention , the voltage regulator operation to read out tag data that is stored in the non 
circuitry 127 generates a regulated DC voltage of VDD = 1V volatile memory 128 . The state machine controller 121 
from the AC signal ( voltage pulses with magnitude of about 55 generates and outputs a serial data bit stream ( TX DATA ) 
1 . 2V to 1 . 3V ) output from the optical receiver 123 . In one comprising the tag data read out from the memory 128 . The 
embodiment of the invention , the voltage regulator circuitry receiver 114 transmits an unmodulated RF carrier signal 
127 can be implemented using any voltage regulation frame from the interrogator device 110 via the RF antenna 116 , 
work comprising , e . g . , a low - pass filter and analog regulator which causes an unmodulated RF power to be present on the 
circuitry , which is suitable for the given application . 60 planar antenna 126 of the tag device 120 . 

The clock extraction circuitry 125 is configured to extract To transmit the tag data , the impedance of the loop 
the embedded clock signal from the electrical signal output antenna 126 is modulated by the switching circuitry 124 in 
from the optical receiver 123 , and output the extracted clock response to the serial data bit stream ( TX DATA ) , which , in 
signal as a clock signal for controlling clocking functions of turn , modulates the RF power captured on the loop antenna 
the tag device 120 . For example , in one embodiment of the 65 126 to encode the serial data bit stream on the RF carrier 
invention , the clock extracting circuitry recovers the clock signal . The modulated RF power is reflected back ( via 
signal ( with 50 % duty cycle ) embedded in the optical signal backscattering ) to the interrogator device 110 , wherein the 
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receiver circuitry 114 decodes the backscattered signal to comprises a circuit block 322 connected to an optical 
recover the transmitted serial data bit stream . The controller receiver 323 and a loop antenna 326 via planar transmission 
111 controls functions of the receiver circuitry 114 and lines 323 - 1 and 326 - 1 , respectively . The circuit block 322 
processes the TX DATA that is received from the tag device comprises various circuitry of the tag device 320 , e . g . , the 
120 via the operations of the RF receiver 112 and the data 5 various circuits 121 , 124 , 125 , 127 , and 128 discussed above 
transmitter systems 122 . with reference to FIG . 1 . In one embodiment , the optical In one embodiment of the invention , the RF antenna 116 receiver 323 comprises a photodiode stack , such as shown in 
( of the RF receiver system 112 ) and the planar antenna 126 FIGS . 2A / 2B . ( of the RF transmitter system 122 ) establish a loosely In the embodiment of FIG . 3 , the optical receiver 323 is connected “ space transformer ” resulting in power transfer 10 1 ; disposed within the inner region of the loop antenna 326 to across short bidirectional reading distances ( e . g . , d < / 2 . ) . save space . Since the loop antenna 326 and the optical The coupling between the antennas 116 and 126 is predomi receiver 323 are configured to operate at different frequen nantly magnetic when the physical dimensions of the planar 
antenna 126 is small compared to the operating wavelength cies and with different types of signals ( RF and optical 
of the system ( e . g . . wavelength of the unmodulated RF 15 signals ) , there is no concern of interference or mutual 
carrier signal transmitted from the interrogator device 110 ) . coupling between the components of the optical and RF 

In one embodiment of the invention , the impedance of the transmitter / receiver systems , in a compact , highly integrated 
on - chip planar antenna 126 ( e . g . , loop antenna ) is controlled layout , such as shown in FIG . 3 . Moreover , while the circuit 
by the switching circuitry 124 , which is operated by the block 322 is shown disposed outside the loop antenna 326 , 
serial data bit stream ( TX DATA ) . Given the magnetic 20 in another embodiment of the invention , the circuit block 
coupling between the planar antenna 126 and the RF antenna 322 , or portions thereof , can be disposed within the inner 
116 , any impedance change on the planar antenna 126 is region of the loop antenna 326 . 
reflected at the receiving RF antenna 116 . The changes in With an exemplary layout design and component archi 
impedance depend on the coupling factor and the number of tecture as shown in FIG . 3 , the tag device 320 can be readily 
windings in the antennas 126 and 116 . 25 fabricated using CMOS technologies on a flexible substrate 

Moreover , in one embodiment of the invention , the with an extremely small footprint . For example , a tag device 
receiver circuitry 114 implements an amplitude modulation according to embodiments of the invention can be con 
scheme to detect changes in amplitude of the backscattered structed having each dimension ( width , length , thickness ) of 
modulated RF carrier signal flowing in the RF antenna 116 75 microns or less . As such , tag devices according to 
of the RF receiver system 112 , which changes in amplitude 30 embodiments of the invention can be readily incorporated 
correspond to changes in the impedance of the planar into various types of components such as contact lenses , 
antenna 126 as modulated by the serial data bit stream ( TX paper , curved objects , etc . , and used in various commercial 
DATA ) that is transmitted to the interrogator device 110 . For and industrial applications . 
example , in one embodiment of the invention , the receiver FIG . 4 is a flow diagram of a method for reading data from 
circuitry 114 comprises an amplitude detector which is 35 a tag device in a radio frequency identification system , 
configured to provide ASK ( Amplitude - shift keying ) ampli - according to an embodiment of the invention . In particular , 
tude modulation to detect data bits of the transmitted serial FIG . 4 is a flow diagram of a method for operating a radio 
data bit stream TX DATA imposed on the RF carrier signal . frequency identification system such as shown in FIG . 1 , 

In particular , the RF receiver system 112 receives and wherein FIG . 4 illustrates modes of operation of the RFID 
decodes amplitude modulated back - scattered RF power 40 interrogator device 110 and the RFID tag device 120 of FIG . 
reflected from the antenna 126 of the data transmitter system 1 , according to an embodiment of the invention . In general , 
122 . The serial data bit steam ( TX DATA ) to be transmitted the method steps 400 - 406 in FIG . 4 comprise functions that 
is applied to the switching circuitry 124 . Depending on the are implemented by the RFID interrogator device 110 , while 
logic level of a given data bit in the serial data bit stream , the the method steps 410 - 418 comprise functions that are imple 
switching circuitry 124 is configured to control ( open or 45 mented by the RFID tag device 120 . 
close ) one or more switching devices , and change imped - Referring to FIG . 4 , a signaling operation between the 
ance of the antenna 126 , depending on the logic level of a RFID interrogator device 110 and the RF tag device 120 is 
given bit in the serial data stream . The activation and initiated by the RFID interrogator device 110 transmitting a 
deactivation of the switching circuitry 124 causes changes in pulsed optical signal with an embedded clock signal to the 
the impedance of the planar antenna 126 by , e . g . , connecting 50 RFID tag device 120 ( block 400 ) . For example , in one 
or disconnecting the planar antenna 126 from ground , or by embodiment of the invention , as discussed above , the optical 
connecting the planar antenna 126 to different loads , etc . The transmission system 113 generates and outputs a pulsed laser 
changes in impedance of the antenna 126 in turn cause signal that comprises an embedded clock signal having a 
changes in the amplitude of the RF carrier signal applied to 50 % duty cycle . Moreover , on the RFID interrogator device 
the RF antenna 116 of the receiver system 112 . The change 55 110 , the receiver circuitry 114 generates and applies and 
in amplitude is detected by the receiver 114 using any unmodulated RF carrier signal to the RF antenna 116 of the 
suitable amplitude detection techniques , such as ASK as RF receiver system 112 ( block 402 ) . 
mentioned above . In other embodiments of the invention , to On the RFID tag device 120 , the pulsed optical signal is 
increase the sensitivity of the receiver 114 , circuitry such as received and converted to an electrical signal ( block 410 ) . 
LNA ( low noise amplifier ) and IQ mixers can be imple - 60 For example , in one embodiment of the invention as dis 
mented in the receiver 114 . cussed above , the pulsed optical signal transmitted from the 

FIG . 3 schematically illustrates a layout for a tag device RFID interrogator device 110 is captured by the optical 
according to an embodiment of the invention . In particular , receiver 123 which comprises one or more photodiodes 123 
FIG . 3 schematically illustrates a tag device 320 having operating in photovoltaic mode . The optical receiver 123 
various components ( as discussed above with reference to 65 converts the photonic radiation of the pulsed optical signal 
FIGS . 1 and 2A / 2B ) arranged in a compact , and space to a pulsed electrical signal ( e . g . , current or voltage ) at the 
efficient , device layout . For example , the tag device 320 output of the optical receiver 123 . 
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Next , the embedded clock signal is extracted from the interrogator device , and convert the pulsed optical 
pulsed electrical signal and the extracted clock signal is signal into an electrical signal which represents the 
output to one or more clocked components of the RFID tag embedded clock signal within the pulsed optical signal 
device 110 such as the state machine controller 121 ( block which is optically transmitted from the interrogator 
412 ) . In addition , a regulated supply voltage ( e . g . , bias 5 device to control clocking functions of the tag device ; 
voltage VDD ) is generated from the pulsed electrical signal clock extraction circuitry configured to extract the embed 
and applied to one or more components of the RFID tag ded clock signal from the electrical signal output from 
device 110 such as the state machine controller 121 and the the optical receiver circuitry , and output the extracted 
non - volatile memory 128 ( block 414 ) . clock signal as a clock signal for controlling the clock 

Once the regulated voltage and clocking signal are gen - 10 ing functions of the tag device ; 
erated , a memory access operation is performed under v oltage regulator circuitry configured to generate a regu 
control of the state machine controller 121 to read out data lated supply voltage from the electrical signal output 
that is stored in the non - volatile memory 128 ( block 416 ) . In from the optical receiver circuitry , wherein the regu 
one embodiment of the invention , the state machine con lated supply voltage is utilized as a bias voltage for 
troller 121 applies a clock signal CLK2 ( which is , or is 15 components of the tag device ; 
otherwise derived from , the extracted clock signal CLK1 ) to data transmitter circuitry configured to wirelessly transmit 
the non - volatile memory 128 , to read out stored data as a tag data to the interrogator device ; 
serial data bit stream ( block 418 ) . In one embodiment of the wherein the clock signal is input to the state machine 
invention , the read out serial data bit stream comprises n - bit control circuitry to control a memory access operation 
string of data that represents , e . g . , a unique tag serial 20 of the non - volatile memory , wherein the memory 
number , or an EPC ( electronic product code ) or other types access operation comprises reading out the stored tag 
of product - related information that can be stored as tag data . data as a serial data bit stream that is serially clocked 

The read out serial data bit stream is applied to the to the data transmitter circuitry using the clock signal ; 
switching circuitry 124 of the data transmission system 122 
of the RFID tag device 120 to modulate an impedance of the 25 wherein the data transmitter circuitry comprises : 
planar antenna 126 ( block 418 ) . By switching between a loop antenna ; and 
lower and higher relative impedances , for example , the data switching circuitry that is configured to change an imped 
transmitting system 122 of the RFID tag device 120 modu ance of the loop antenna in response to the serial data 
lates the amplitude of a backscattered RF carrier signal that bit stream which comprises tag data that is read out 
is reflected back to the RF antenna 116 . from the non - volatile memory ; 

The receiver 114 detects changes in the amplitude of the wherein changing the impedance of the loop antenna 
backscattered RF carrier signal as modulated by the imped modulates RF power on the loop antenna and causes 
ance changes of the planar antenna 126 on the RFID tag modulated RF power encoded with the serial data bit 
device 120 ( block 404 ) . As noted above , the antennas 116 stream to be reflected back to an RF antenna of the 
and 126 are magnetically coupled , and any impedance 35 interrogator device . 
change in the antenna 126 of the RFID tag device 120 is 2 . The tag device of claim 1 , wherein the optical receiver 
reflected to the RF antenna 116 of the RFID interrogator circuitry comprises one or more photodiodes that are con 
device 110 . As a result , the unmodulated RF carrier signal figured to operate in a photovoltaic mode to convert pho 
that is applied to the RF antenna 116 is modulated in tonic energy of the pulsed optical signal into a current . 
amplitude ( e . g . , ASK modulation ) by data bits of the serial 40 3 . The tag device of claim 2 , wherein the one or more 
data bit stream ( TX DATA ) that is transmitted from the photodiodes are connected in a stacked configuration com 
RFID tag device 120 . prising a plurality of serially connected photodiode stages , 

The receiver circuitry 112 decodes the detected changes in wherein at least one photodiode stage comprises a plurality 
the amplified of the backscattered RF carrier signal to of parallel connected photodiodes . 
recover the serial data bit stream ( TX DATA ) that is trans - 45 4 . The tag device of claim 1 , wherein the pulsed optical 
mitted from the RFID tag device 120 ( block 406 ) . The signal comprises a pulsed optical laser signal . 
recovered serial data bit stream is sent to the controller 111 5 . The tag device of claim 1 , wherein the loop antenna 
of the RFID interrogator device ( block 408 ) , wherein the comprises a planar multi - loop antenna having a differential 
data can be displayed for viewing by a user or read out to feed . 
another device or system using known techniques . 50 6 . The tag device of claim 1 , wherein one or more of the 

Although embodiments have been described herein with components of the tag device are disposed within an inner 
reference to the accompanying drawings for purposes of loop area of the loop antenna . 
illustration , it is to be understood that the present invention 7 . The tag device of claim 1 , wherein the substrate 
is not limited to those precise embodiments , and that various comprises a flexible substrate . 
other changes and modifications may be affected herein by 55 8 . The tag device of claim 1 , wherein each of a length , 
one skilled in the art without departing from the scope of the width , and thickness dimension of the tag device is about 75 
invention . microns or less . 
We claim : 9 . A tag device , comprising : 
1 . A tag device , comprising : a substrate comprising a plurality of components inte 
a substrate comprising a plurality of components inte - 60 grally formed thereon , wherein the components com 

grally formed thereon , wherein the components com prise : 
prise : state machine control circuitry configured to control func 

state machine control circuitry configured to control func tions of the tag device ; 
tions of the tag device ; a non - volatile memory configured to store tag data ; 

a non - volatile memory configured to store tag data ; 65 optical receiver circuitry configured to receive a pulsed 
optical receiver circuitry configured to receive a pulsed optical signal having an embedded clock signal from an 

optical signal having an embedded clock signal from an interrogator device , and convert the pulsed optical 
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signal into an electrical signal which represents the necting and disconnecting the loop antenna to a ground 
embedded clock signal within the pulsed optical signal terminal , based on logic levels of the data bits in the 
which is optically transmitted from the interrogator serial data bit stream applied to the switching circuitry ; 
device to control clocking functions of the tag device ; wherein the loop antenna on the tag device is configured 

clock extraction circuitry configured to extract the embed - 5 to magnetically couple RF power from an unmodulated 
ded clock signal from the electrical signal output from RF carrier signal applied to an RF antenna of the 
the optical receiver circuitry , and output the extracted interrogator device ; and 
clock signal as a clock signal for controlling the clock wherein changing the impedance of the loop antenna 

modulates the RF power on the loop antenna and ing functions of the tag device ; 
voltage regulator circuitry configured to generate a regu - 10 causes modulated RF power encoded with the serial 

lated supply voltage from the electrical signal output data bit stream to be reflected back to the RF antenna 
from the optical receiver circuitry , wherein the regu of the interrogator device . 

lated supply voltage is utilized as a bias voltage for 10 . The tag device of claim 9 , wherein the loop antenna 
components of the tag device ; and comprises a planar multi - loop antenna having a differential 

data transmitter circuitry configured to wirelessly transmit 15 le 
tag data to the interrogator device ; 11 . The tag device of claim 9 , wherein each of a length , 

width , and thickness dimension of the tag device is about 75 wherein the clock signal is input to the state machine 
control circuitry to control a memory access operation microns or less . 

12 . The tag device of claim 9 , wherein the optical receiver of the non - volatile memory , wherein the memory 
access operation comprises reading out the stored tag 20 ; 20 circuitry comprises one or more photodiodes that are con 
data as a serial data bit stream that is serially clocked figured to operate in a photovoltaic mode to convert pho 

to the data transmitter circuitry using the clock signal ; tonic energy of the pulsed optical signal into a current . 
wherein the data transmitter circuitry comprises : 13 . The tag device of claim 12 , wherein the one or more 
a loop antenna ; and photodiodes are connected in a stacked configuration com 
switching circuitry that is configured to change an imped - 23 prising a purality of mped . 25 prising a plurality of serially connected photodiode stages , 

ance of the loop antenna in response to the serial data wherein at least one photodiode stage comprises a plurality 
bit stream which comprises the tag data that is read out of parallel connected photodiodes . 
from the non - volatile memory ; 14 . The tag device of claim 9 , wherein the substrate 

wherein the switching circuitry is configured to change comprises a flexible substrate . 
the impedance of the loop antenna by selectively con * * * * * 


