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This invention relates in general to Wearing 
apparel. m 

In particular the invention is directed to, and 
it is an object to provide, an improved hood for 
sheltering the wearer's head from Wind, rain, or 
other weather conditions. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a fiexible hood which is inflatable to Inaintain 
the hood erect and fully expanded whereby to 
hold it comfortably spaced about the head When 
Said hood is in USe. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a hood, as in the preceding paragraph, which in 
cludes a plurality of inflatable, flexible, pneuratic 
tubes secured within the hood in a predetermined 
pattern; the tubes being of rubber or the like, 
and standing erect-When inflated-to thus Sup 
port the hood erect and fully expanded as de 
Sired. 
An additional object of the invention is to pro 

wide a hood, as above, wherein the inflatable 
pneumatic tubes are all connected in CCIn munica 
tion to permit of their inflation from a single 
filling Sten. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide 
a hood which is designed for ease and econo inly of 
manufacture. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a practical and convenient-to-use hood, and 
One which Will be exceedingly effective for the 
purpose for which it is designed. 
These objects are accomplished by ineans of 

such structure and relative arrangement of parts 
as Will fully appear by a perusal of the following 
Specification and clairns. 
In the dra Wings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the hood erected 

and in use. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the fiexible, pneu 

ratic tube assembly. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged fraginentary sectional 

elevation ShoWing the conunication of the tubes 
at One point in the assembly thereof. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view, partly broken away 
of a rhodification of the hood. 

Referring now inore particularly to the charac 
ters of reference or the drawings, and at present 
particularly to Figs. 1-3 inclusive, the nulineral 

indicates a head-covering hood of generally 
conventional configuration, being closed top, back, 
and Sides, and Open at the front. 
The hood is formed of flexible raterial, and 

about its lower edge includes an inturned flap 2 
adapted to button, as at 3, in detachable COne 
nection with the collar 3 of a raincoat 5, or the 
like. 
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A flexible, pneumatic tube assembly, indicated 

at 6, is secured in connection with the hood 
within the latter; such tube assembly compris 
ing the following: 
The tubes of assembly 6 are of relatively Small 

diameter, flexible material, such as rubber, and 
when deflated said tubes do not add any material 
rigidity to the hood. The assembly S comprises 
a plurality of Spaced, substantially arch-shaped 
tubes which are secured in the hood in Spal" 
ning relation from Side to side thereof; the fore 
most arch-shaped tube 7 bordering the forward 
edge of the hood. 
Another tube 8 is secured in the hood Cen 

trally of its sides, and spans from the rear of 
said hood to the front thereof; the tube 3 being 
in communication with both of the tubes at 
the point of engagement thereWith. 
The tubes and 8 are secured (as by cement 

ing) in connection with the material of the hOOd 
for substantially the full length of Said tubes, 

and the latter terminate in closed ends adjacent 
the lower edge of Said hood. 
At one lower end of the foremost tube , it is 

fitted with a laterally outwardly projecting fill 
ing neck 9, by means of such the pneumatic tube 
assembly 6 is inflated by mouth or from a Small 
container (not shown) of compressed air. 
When the pneumatic tube assembly 6 is inflated, 

the escape of the air from the filling neck 9 is 
prevented by suitable means, such as a Saall 
hand controlled Waive interposed therein. 
Upon inflation of the pneumatic tube assembly 

is the tubes and 3 stand erect, erecting and ex 
panding the hood in the manner shown in Fig. 
1. As So erected and expanded the hood covers 
the head of the wearer Without Substantial en 
gagement therewith; this assuring of comfort 
and holding the hood in a position where it does 
not disturb the hair of the Wearer. Additionally, 
the head may be noved Without annoyance by the 
hood. 
When the hood is not in use the valve is 

opened, permitting the pneumatic tube assembly 
6 to deflate, whereupon the hood collapses and 
can be folded back to an out-of-the-way posi 
tion; the Small-diameter and flexibility of the 
tubes and 3 permitting of this operation. With 
Out any Substantial restriction. 

in Fig. 4. there is illustrated a modification of 
the invention. Here the hood is of substan 
tially the Sane configuration as the hood . 
However, the pneumatic tube assembly is omitted 
and the hood is made up of a flexible, air-tight 
outer Wall , and a flexible air-tight inner Wall 
3. The Walls 2 and 3 are connected together, 
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at adjacent edges, in air-tight relation, whereby 
said walls form an inflatable air chamber 4 
therebetWeen. 
A valved filling neck 5 is mounted on the hood 

and leads into the air chamber for the purpose 
of inflating the hood. 

Upon introduction of a quantity of air into 
the chamber 4 to inflate the hood, the hood is 
erected and expanded, whereby to maintain it 
in the desired position of use. 
From the foregoing description it will be read 

ily seen that there has been produced Such an 
article of wearing apparel as Substantially full 
fills the objects of the invention, as Set forth 
helein. 
While this specification sets forth in detail the 

present and preferred construction of the article, 
still in practice such deviations from Such detail 
may be resorted to as do not form a departure 
from the Spirit of the invention, as defined by 
the appended chain S. 
Having thus described the invention, the foll 

lowing is claimed as new and useful, and upon 
which Letter's Patent are desired: 

... A head covering cornprising a relatively 
large head-enveloping hood ope) at the fl'Ont 
and of flexible material, normally defiated co 
lapsible pneumatic means incorporated in the 
hood and eifective when inflated to hold the hood 
in a leiatively rigid head-protective position and 
out of contact with the head of the Wearer, and 
a filling neck connected to Said pileumatic 
means and projecting OutWadly firoin Said 
means to a point exteriorly of the hood for ha 
nipulation. 

2. A head covering as in claim 1, in which Said 
pneumatic means includes a collapsible aii re 
taining tube extending about the pei'iphey of 
the front opening Of the hood. 

3. A head covering comprising a relatively 
large head-enveloping hood Open at the front 
and of flexible material, an arrangement of in 
tercommunicating normally deflated collapsible 
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pneumatic tubes mounted within and secured 
to the hood and effective when inflated to hold 
the hood in a relatively rigid head-protective po 
Sition and out of contact with the head of the 
Wearer, and a filling neck projecting from one of 
the tubes outwardly of the hood. 

4. A head covering as in claim 3, in which said 
tube arrangement comprises a tube extending 
about the front opening of the hood, another 
tube extending about the hood from side to side 
thereof and Spaced back from the first named 
tube, and a third tube extending back from the 
first tube at the top past and intersecting said 
other tube and then extending down the back of 
the hood. 

5. An article of wearing apparel comprising a 
hood-shaped member having a face opening and 
of flexible material, said member being large 
enough to be Spaced from the head of the wearer 
and adapted to be Supported on and extend over 
the head of the Wearer, and collapsible inflatable 
near S Secured to the member to hold the same 
in a predetermined rigid shape and clear of the 
face of the Wearer, Said last named means in 
cluding a flexible tube extending about the pe 
ripinery defining the face opening of Said mein 
bel', and means to inflate the tube. 

WILFRED M. WITCHELL. 
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