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Application filed January 30, 1889, 

To all whom it nucly concern. 
Beit known that I, MORRIS E. BURK, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Lowville, 
in the county of Lewis and State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Holdbacks for Vehicle-Thills; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters and figures of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in holdbacks for ve 
hicles of that class in which there is a hook 
and a pivoted tongue; and it has for its objects 
to improve upon prior constructions of this 
character, to render the same more durable 
and efficient in operation, and to provide a 
device of this class that may be employed 
either on the top or upon the under side of 
the thill, and one that in either position will 
be self-adjusting. 
To the above ends, and to such others as 

the invention may pertain, the same consists 
in the peculiarities of construction and in the 
novel combination, arrangement, and adapta 
tion of parts, all as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed, shown in the drawings, and particu 
larly defined in the appended claims. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, which, with the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part 
of this specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved device shown attached to a thill, a 
portion only of which is shown. Fig. 2 is a 
central vertical section through the holdback 
detached. 

Like letters of reference indicate like parts 
throughout both views. 

45 
Reference being had to the details of the 

drawings by letter, A designates my improved 
holdback as a whole. In Fig. 1 it is shown 
as attached to a portion, B, of a thill of ordi 
nary construction, 
The holdback. A consists of the plated, rect 

angular, as shown, and provided at each end 
with a hole, C., to receive screws a”, ol' other 
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means by which it is secured to the thill. 
This plate is formed upon its under side with 
a recess or chamber, b, to receive a spring, 
which will be hereinafter described. Formed 
integral with this plate to one side of the cen 
ter is the hook C, enlarged at its base and 
curved, as shown, forming more than one-half 
of a circle, that portion of the base of the 
hook upon the side nearest the center being 
curved, and forming a continuation of the 
curve of the hook upon the inside. That por 
tion of the plate a beneath the hook is also 
curved, as shown at c, said curvature being 
in the same arc of a circle as the hook and 
the curved portion of the base thereof. The 
end of the hook terminates in a flat horizon 
tal bearing, as shown at d. Upon the oppo 
site side of the center of the plate is formed 
the enlargement D, which is provided with an 
opening, e, communicating with the recess or 
chamber, b, in the plate a, heretofore re 
ferred to. 
F is a flat spring located within the cham 

ber b in the plated, and secured therein in 
the usual manner by means of a screw or 
rivet, f, 
G is the tongue, pivoted within the cham 

ber b, or, rather, within the enlargement D, 
by means of the transverse pin or pivot g, re 
movably secured in the side walls of the said 
enlargement. The lower end of the tongue 
is larger than the opening in the enlargement, 
and is inserted in place from the under side, 
by which construction in case the pivot thereof 
should break the tongue cannot be pulled out. 
The lower face of this tongue is broadened 
and made flat, and has a flat bearing on the 
spring F, the upper end of the tongue being 
flat, as shown. 
The operation is simple and apparent. 
The tongue will work in either direction, 

being held in its adjusted position by means 
of the broad bearing of its lower end on the 
Spring. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is-ca 
1. In a holdback, the combination, with the 

plate a chambered, as shown, and formed 
With the curved hook C, of the spring within 
the portion (l, and the tongue pivoted to the 
Walls of the chamber, with its inner end bear 
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ing on the spring, and the portions of said 
tongue upon both sides of its pivot extending 
in the same general line, substantially as 
shown and described. 

2. The hold back described, consisting of 
the plate a, chambered, as shown, and formed 
with the curved hook C, forming more than 
one-half of a circle, with the portion of the 
base of the hook upon the side nearest the 

2O center curved and forming a continuation of 
the curve of the hook upon the inside, as 
shown, and the end of the hook terminating 
in a flat bearing, the spring F, and the tongue 

pivoted to said plate, with its heel bearing on 
said spring and its end extending in line with 
the free end of the hook, and the heel por 
tion extending in line with the outer portion 
of the tongue, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. ... " 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 20 
presence of two witnesses. 

MORRIS E, BURR. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE SHERWOOD, 
FRANK C, BOW DISH, 

  


