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1. 
This invention relates to a marking machine 

and more particularly to a combined marking 
machine and cutter or tearing blade for use in 
preparing identification tabs that are to be at 
tached to each of the articles being handled in 
Such establishments as dry cleaning plants, laun 
dries and the like. 
In the handling of laundry or garments in clean 

ing establishments the practice has developed of 
listing each article to be handled and assigning 
to Such article or to each article of a particular 
group, a designated number or other identifying 
data, by printing Such data on fabric tapes, after 
which the tapes are severed and each individual 
garment Or article is identified by securing there 
to the severed tape bearing the proper indicia, 
thereon. 
This process of marking has been carried out 

by means Of conventional and well known ma 
chines such as those put out by the Burroughs 
Adding Machine Co., in which type of machine 
a tape is fed to a tabulating carriage and around 
a roller platen into position to be acted upon by 
the printing bars. 

Heretofore attempts have been made to pro 
vide a cutter or tearing blade for such machines 
by means of which the tapes can be severed into 
Suitable widths for the purpose of attaching the 
Severed portions to the garment. Of course it is 
desirable to provide these individual tapes in nar 
row widths So that when attached to the gar 
ments they will not be bulky or unsightly. 
In the attempts heretofore made to sever the 

tape a cutter has been mounted directly on the 
tabulating carriage and is fixed thereto so that 
it moves with the carriage as it is tabulated. 
In Such constructions, when mounted on a Bur 

roughs machine of the type employing vertically 
moving type bars, it has been necessary to so 
mount the cutter that it is spaced rearwardly 
from the forward face of the platen in order that 
the vertically moving type bars would not engage 
the cutting blade as they moved into printing po 
sition. 
As the result of this construction it has been 

found that it is impossible to properly space the 
numbers along the tape so as to provide for eco 
nonical use of the tape, and this has resulted, 
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first, in waste of the tapc, which is relatively ex 
pensive, because it has been found to be necessary. 
to trim the tape by means of shears, scissors or 
the like, and secondly, such construction entails 
the loss of Considerable time due to the necessity 

severed by the machine. 
- of further trimming the tape after it has been 
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2 
The present invention is designed to overcome 

the aforesaid difficulties and to result in a satis 
factory, economical and rapid means of prepar 
ing identification tabs of the proper Width, there 
by eliminating waste of the tape and any further 
handing thereof after it has been severed in the 
machine. 

It is an object of this invention, therefore, to 
provide a cutting or tearing blade in combination 
With a marking machine, in such a manner that 
the cutting blade can be operated Without inter 
fering with the normal operation of the marking 
machine. 
... A further object is to provide a cutting blade 
which can be mounted on conventional machines 
without in any way modifying or changing the 
construction of the machine. 

It is a still further object to provide an ex 
tremely simple, inexpensive and efficient cutter 
Suitably attached to the frame of the machine and 
novable into engagement With the tape fed around 
the platen so that the tape can be cut into strips 
of narrow width suitable for bearing the neces 
sary identifying indicia, and without the necessity 
for any further manual operations once the tape 
has been severed by the cutter. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

from the following description, it being under. 
stood that I have illustrated here the preferred 
embodiment of the invention but do not intend to 
limit the same to details of construction other 
than those necessitated by the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary, diagrammatic, per 

spective view of a conventional marking machine 
with the cutter applied thereto and showing the 
machine in one of its printing positions. 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but showing 
the machine in position for severing the tape. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the cutter or 
tearing blade, and - 

Fig. 4 is a side view of the cutting blade shown 
in Operative position in full lines to engage the 
tape and in its normal disengaged position in 
dotted lines. 

In the drawings I have illustrated the present 
invention as being applied to a standard, conven 
tional power-operated marking machine such as 
the machines now on the market manufactured 
by Burroughs. Adding Machine. Co., and others. 
This includes a housing 10 carrying a suitable 

keyboard if, operating key 2, tabulating car 
riage f3, roller platen 4 for feeding the tape 

: therearound, and the casing 5 enclosing the type 
... bars, which in this particular type of machine 



3 
consists of a plurality of type bars Which are 
selectively moved vertically into the desired print 
ing position, after which they are forced into 
printing engagement with the tape or other mat 
ter being printed. Since such machines are of 
well known construction further description 
thereof is unnecessary, and it is to be understood 
that the invention is not necessarily limited to 
application to any particular type of marking 
machine but is equally applicable to any such 
machine With which the machine is capable of 
Operation. 
In employing marking machines of this char 

acter it is customary to feed a slip of paper 
around the roller platen 4 at one end of the 
platen, such as the left-hand endshown in Fig. 1, 
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tion as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4, in which 
position it is Spaced from the platen 4 so as 
to permit the platen carrying the tape to move 
into position behind the blade. 

After the platen has been moved so that the 
tape is in position to be cut, the operator pulls 
the handle 29 So as to force the blade into 
engagement with the tape, after which the tape is 
drawn across the cutting edge of the blade. 

O For purposes of illustration, there has been 
shown a suitable Supply of tape consisting of a 
reel 39 journaled in a suitable support 3i, but 
Of course it is to be understood that the source 
of Supply for the tape may be provided in any 
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and the tape upon which the identifying data 
is to be printed is fed around the platen 4 
through guides 6 at the other end of the platen, 
such as the right-hand end shown in Fig. 1. 

: The carriage 3 is reciprocated manually to 
bring the left-hand end of the carriage into 

sprinting position, after which the article of 
clothing, laundry or the like that is being handled 
is listed thereon. If there are several items in 

- any particular bundle being handled for a par 
ticular customer, these are all listed, the platen 
being rotated to suitably space the listing. After 
all of the garments have been listed the car 

20 

Suitable manner. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that I have 

provided a cutting or tearing blade for marking 
machines in which the blade is fixed with refer 
ence to the longitudinal movement of the tabu 
lating carriage, and is carried by a stationary 
part of the machine. Consequently, the cutter 
is removed from any possible conflict with move-. 
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riage is then moved to bring the identifying tape to 
into printing position, as shown in Fig. 1, after 
which the keys are operated to select the 
proper number and the operating key depressed, 
after which the vertically moving printing mem 
bers are elevated to suitable position and forced 
against the tape. Where more than one article is 
listed and consequently the same number must 
be applied for each article, the printing oper 
ation is repeated so as to apply to each article 
in the given bundle the same identifying number. 

After the tape has been suitably printed the 
carriage is again manually moved, in the present 
instance, to the right as seen in Fig. 2, so as to 
position the tape directly to the rear of the cut 
ting or tearing blade 1. . . . 
The cutting blade II is attached to the side 

the housing 0 by means of a bracket 8 pro 
vided with an ear 9 having an opening 20 therein 

: through which passes a screw for securing the 
ear 9 to the top of the machine. The bracket 
f8 is provided with a plurality of apertures 2 
to receive suitable fastening means to secure the 
bracket to the side face of the housing 0. 
The upper end of the bracket 8 is formed with 

a tubular member 22 in which the cutter blade 7 
is pivoted. m a . 
Attached to the rear of the blade? 7 is a hinge leaf 23 terminating at spaced loops 24 lying 

at opposite ends of the tubular portion 22 and 
in registry therewith to receive the hinge pintle. Cutting blade carrie d by sai 

mally spaced from said platen,"sa 
mounted for movement into 

25. 
The blade 7 is secured to the hingeleaf by 

means of fastening means such as screws 28, and 
these screws also serve to secure an operating 
handle 29 to the hinge leaf 23 and blade 7. 
As shown, the blade IT is curved so that the cutting edge thereof firmly engages the tape sur 

rounding the platen f4 and extends longitudinally 
of the platen a distance equal to the width of 
*the tape. . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . 
The operating handle 29 for the blade if T is 

of such mass and is attached to the bladet in 
"Stich relation that the majorportion of the han 
ide depends below the pintle 25. Consequently, 
it will be seen that in its normal position the 
'blade 7 occupies a substantially vertical posi 

to the side of 

ment of the Vertical printing bars to thereby 
avoid the difficulties heretofore encountered 
where cutting members have been applied direct 
ly to the tabulating carriage. . . . 

In operation, the carriage 4 is positioned: as 
shown in Fig.1 so that the printing members will 
engage the tape upon operation thereof. . 

r After the printing has been accomplished the 
carriage is moved to the position shown in Fig. 2, 
carrying with it the tape, which is permitted, due 
to the fact that the cutting blade is in its normal 
position Spaced from the platen. The handle 29 

5 is then i-operated to force the blade it into 'ten 
gagement with the tape and the tape is torn 
along the cutting edge thereof. The platen: 4 is . 
then rotated to position the next number above 
the cutting edge but closely adjacent thereto, 

which are relatively small, each bearing suitable 
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to be printed on by 

*feeding tape around said plateri 
to be printed on by said printing 
a cutting blade pivoted to said hou 

after which the next strip is torn from the tape. 
This-operation is repeated so that strips of tape 

identifying data, are provided for subsequent-at 
tachment to each article of goods being handled. 
In view of the fact that the cutting blade bears 

no definite fixed relation" with reference to the 
movable carriage, it is apparent that theidenti 
fying marks can be spaced closely together and 
the blade operated to sever the strip immediately 
above and below the number. Consequently, ma 
terial saving in tape is accomplished and the 
necessity for trimming such tape eliminated. . . . 

claim: . . . . 
1. The combination with a markih the type including a housing an 

mechanism and a reciprocatin 
thereon: provided with it 
feeding tape around s: - - 

been recipr 
from printing position to bring the tape into 
alignment with said blade. . . . . . . . . . 

2. The combination with anarkin the type including a housing and having 

tape when the carriage has be 

mechanism and a reciprocating platenicaiiage 
thereon provided with tape feeding guides for 

into position 
échanism, of 

mally, lying in spaced relation 
blade being movable into - M 
tape when the carriage has been reciprocated 
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from printing position to bring the tape into 
alignment with said blade. 

3. The combination with a marking machine of 
the type including a housing and having printing 
nechanism and a reciprocating platen carriage 
thereon provided with tape feeding guides for 
feeding tape around said platen and into posi 
tion to be printed on by said printing mechanism, 
of a cutting blade carried by Said housing and 
normally spaced from Said platen, said blade be 
ing mounted for movement into engagement With 
Said tape when the carriage has been reciprocated 
from printing position to bring the tape into 
alignment with said blade, and means for mov 
ing said blade into engagement with said tape to 
permit severance thereof. 

4. The combination with a marking machine of 
the type including a housing and having a print 
ing mechanism and a reciprocating platen car 
riage thereon provided with tape feeding guides 
for feeding tape around said platen and into po 
sition to be printed on by Said printing mecha 
nism, of a cutting blade carried by said housing 
and normally spaced from said platen, said blade 
being mounted for movement into engagement 
with said tape when the carriage has been recip 
rocated from printing position to bring the tape 
into alignment with said blade, said blade being 
movable into engagement with said tape to per 
mit severance thereof, and automatically returna 
ble to its spaced position with reference to said 
platen, 

5. The combination with a marking machine of 
the type including a housing and having print 
ing mechanism and a reciprocating platen car 
riage thereon provided with tape feeding guides 
for feeding tape around said platen and into po 
Sition to be printed on by said printing mecha 
nism, of a cutting blade carried by said housing 
and normally spaced from said platen, said 
blade being mounted for movement into engage 
ment With said tape when the carriage has been 
reciprocated from printing position to bring the 
tape into alignment with said blade, and means 
for moving said blade into engagement with said 
tape to permit severance thereof, said moving 
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6 
means comprising a weighted handle secured to 
said blade for movement thereof against said 
tape, said blade being so pivoted that the weighted 
handle normally returns the blade to said Spaced 
position. 

6. An attachment for a marking machine in 
cluding a housing and having printing mecha 
nism and a reciprocating platen carriage thereon 
provided with tape feeding guides for feeding tape 
around said platen and into position to be printed 
On by Said printing mechanism comprising a cut 
ting blade secured to said housing at one side of 
the printing members, Said blade being pivoted 
for movement into engagement with the tape 
When the carriage has been reciprocated to move 
the tape from printing position to a position in 
alignment with Said blade. 

7. An attachment for a marking machine in 
cluding a housing and haWing printing mecha 
Inism and a reciprocating platen carriage thereon 
provided With tape feeding guides for feeding tape 
around said platen and into position to be printed 
on by Said printing mechanism comprising a cut 
ting blade secured to said housing at One side of 
the printing members, said blade being pivoted 
for movement into engagement with the tape 
When the carriage has been reciprocated to move 
the tape from printing position to a position in 
alignment with Said blade, and means for nor 
mally maintaining said blade in Spaced relation 
to said platen, said means comprising a Weighted 
handle depending below Said pivot and Operable 
upon release for SWinging said blade a Way from 
said platen. 
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