EP 1787 909 A3

(19) Europaisches

Patentamt
European
Patent Office
Office européen

des brevets

(11) EP 1787909 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
19.12.2007 Bulletin 2007/51

(43) Date of publication A2:
23.05.2007 Bulletin 2007/21

(21) Application number: 06022295.7

(22) Date of filing: 29.03.2001

(51) IntCl.:

B65B 5/10 (2006:01) B65B 61/26 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGB GRIEITLILU
MC NL PT SE TR

(30) Priority: 31.03.2000 US 539834

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in
accordance with Art. 76 EPC:
01924590.1 /1 280 701

(71) Applicant: MTS Medication Technologies, Inc
Clearwater FL 33520 (US)

(72) Inventors:
 Siegel, Todd,
MTS Medication Technologies Inc
St Petersburg, FL 33702 (US)

» Bagley, Stuart,
MTS Medication Technologies Inc
St Petersburg, FL 33702 (US)

» Stevenson, Michael,
MTS Medication Technologies Inc
St Petersburg, FL 33702 (US)

(74) Representative: Ward, David lan

Marks & Clerk

Alpha Tower

Suffolk Street
Queensway

Birmingham B1 1TT (GB)

(54) Automated solid pharmaceutical product packaging machine

(57)  Afully automated pharmaceutical product pack-
aging machine (10) is capable of selectively depositing
one or more different solid pharmaceutical products into
an individual cavity for each of a plurality of individual
patient product package cavities (17). The system em-
ploys a plurality of solid pharmaceutical product dispens-
ing canisters which are capable of selectively dispensing
a pre-designated number of solid pharmaceutical prod-
uct (15). The machine fills a template containing tempo-
rary storage cavities and the template is automatically
positioned over a sheet of clear plastic material contain-
ing a plurality of cavities corresponding to the cavities in
the template (17). A barrier between the cavities in the
template and the sheet of clear plastic material is moved
and the pharmaceuticals in the template cavities drop
into the corresponding cavities in the clear plastic sheet
of material. The clear plastic sheet of material is then
manoeuvred into subsequent product packaging stations
and the template is returned to beneath the canister re-
gion.
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