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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASAS 21

Continuation of Box I1.2

Claims Nos.: 1-10

In ¢laim 1, "Tow temperature”, "high temperature", "presence of an
oxidant”, "predetermined pertod of time™ are teo vague to define an
invention: “low/high temperature" covers below/above room temperature,
"oresence of an oxldant” covers an oxygen content of a few ppm, and
"seriod of time" covers a few seconds in view of RTP. Even if c¢laim I
was clarified to include the features of claims 3, 5 and 8, the first
"euring" step would cover a step of storing the dispensed film 1n air
for 30 to 60 minutes. Further, the temperature ranges of claims 5 and 6
overlap, so 1 hour at 100 °C may be a first period of 30 minutes and a
second paried of 30 min at a "low temperature”, ji.e. two curing steps
may merge inko one curing step. Finally, claim 1 covers any dispensible
material. A1l this renders claim 1 much too vague for a meaningful
search, - .

Claim 11 has been searched in the Tight of the examples given, i.e.
there s no curing at room tewperature, the second curing step 1s at at
temperature essentially differing from that of the first curing step,
the oxidant content is sufficient for a normal oxidatiom, and step (v)
fmplying a separate step of f111ing oxide trenches has been ignored.

The applicant’s attention is drawn te the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination {Rule 66.1(e) PCT), The applicant 1¢ advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an Intermational Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
¢laims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPC, the applicant 1s reminded that a search may he carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideiire C-YI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaraticn be
overcome,
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International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/US2006/020851

Box I Observations whete certaln claims were found unsearchable {(Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Repori has not been established in respect of certain daims under Atticle 17(2){a) for the fallowing reasons:

1. I:] Clalms Nos.:
because they relaie to subject mater not required to be searchad by this Authority, namsiy:

2. “ Clalms Nos.: 1~10

because they relate to paris of the Intemational Application that do net comply with the prescribed requirements ko such
an extent that ne meaningful Intermatienal Search ¢an be carried out, apecifieally:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

8. ]:I Claims Nos.:
because they are depsndent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third ssntences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Ul Observatlons where unlty of invention Is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Autharity found multiple imvantiens In this intemational application, as fallows:

1. D As all required additional search faes wers tmely pakd by the applicant, this Intemational Search Report covers al
szarchable claime.

2. I:I As all sgarchable tlalms could ba searched without effort Justtying an additional fe, this Authority did net Invite payment
of any edditional fee.

8. D As only soma of the required additionel search faes were timely pald by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those clalmy for which fees were pald, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D No required addliional search fees were tmely paid by the applicant Conseguantly, this Intamational Search Repor Is
restrictad 1o the Invention first mantioned in the ¢lalme; it is covered by ciaims Nos.:

Remark on Protest [:l The additlonal search feag were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

D No profest accompaniad the paymant of additional search faes.

Form PCT/ISA/210 {continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004)
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