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FIG. BA

(57) Abstract: A container comprising a base (2)
and a lid (3) defining a first compartment (42)
therebetween for storing unused snus, wherein at
least the lid or the base includes a recontigurable
wall (34) to enable a user to form or enlarge a
second compartment (44) for storing used snus on
the other side of said wall to the first compartment.
The reconfigurable wall is formed of contiguous
polygons (46,48) configured to move relative to a
boundary of the reconfigurable wall and relative to
each other under applied pressure so as to be ar-
rangeable in a first, convex configuration (fig,. 5a)
and arrangeable in a second, concave configuration
(fig. 5b). The second compartment is formed or en-
larged when the contiguous polygons are arranged
in the second, concave configuration.
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Snus Container
BACKGROUND

Field of the Disclosure

The present invention relates to a container for snus.

Description of the Related Art

The “background” description provided herein is for the purpose of generally presenting the context of
the disclosure. Work of the presently named inventors, to the extent it is described in the background
section, as well as aspects of the description which may not otherwise qualify as prior art at the time of

filing, are neither expressly or impliedly admitted as prior art against the present invention.

Snus may be sold either in loose form or in portions disposed in permeable bags and it is packaged in
boxes having a resealable lid so to maintain the snus moist. Snus is typically consumed by placing it
undcr the upper lip for an extended period of time, thereafter it should preferably be disposed of in a
suitable place such as a bin or the like to avoid littering. However, littering of snus is a common problem
as, unlike cigarette smoking, consumption of snus is not restricted to a designated area and so a user may

not always be in the vicinity of a bin so as to discard used snus,

To overcome the above mentioned problem, it is known (o provide containers holding unused snus,
wherein the container also comprises a separate compartment for temporarily receiving consumed snus
until the user has access to an appropriate bin. However, one of the disadvantages of such a container is
that the container is either packaged with less unused snus than a standard container of similar dimensions
due to the incorporated second compartment imposing on the space for holding unused snus or, the
container must be larger than normal so as to provide an empty scparate compartment for receiving used

Snus,

One proposed solution for dealing with this problem is to provide a container comprising a movable wall
which is movable from a first predetermined position to a second predetermined position so as to form the
second compartment for storing used snus. This allows a user of the container to form the second
compartment only when it is required (for example, when the user has finished using a snus pouch and is
not close to a bin). This results in a more efficient use of space in the container. However, existing
movable wall arrangements can be cumbersome and inconvenient for the user. For example, they will
generally require the user to push on a specitic section or area of the wall so as 1o move the wall from the
first to the second position. If the user pushes on a different section or area of the wall, then the wall may
not move or may move only partially to the second position, thus causing inconvenience for the user,

Furthermore, there is a desire for a movable wall arrangement in which the shape of the formed second

CA 2989216 2019-08-16
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compartment is such that it is easier to remove used snus from the second compartment than with existing

movable wall arrangements.

The present invention aims to alleviate the above-mentioned problems.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides a container comprising a base and a lid defining a first compartment
therebetween for storing unused snus, wherein at least the lid or the base includes a reconfigurable wall to
enable a user to form or enlarge a second compartment for storing used snus on the other side of said wall
to the first compartment, wherein: the reconfigurable wall is formed of contiguous polygons configured to
move relative to a boundary of the reconfigurable wall and relative to each other under applied pressure
so as to be arrangeable in a first, convex configuration and arrangeable in a second, concave
configuration, the second compartment being formed or enlarged when the contiguous polygons are
arranged in the second, concave configuration.

All the contiguous polygons may be of the same type. In this case, the polygons may all be of the same
size and shape, or alternatively, at least two of the polygons may be of a different size and/or shape to

each other. Alternatively, the contiguous polygons may comprise at least two types of polygon.

The contiguous polygons may comprise a first polygon surrounded by a plurality of second polygons. All
of the second polygons may be of the same type. In this case, the second polygons may all be of the same
size and shape or, alternatively, at least two of the second polygons may be of a different size and/or

shape to each other. Alternatively, the second polygons may comprise at least two types of polygon.

The first polygon may be a regular polygon and all the second polygons may be of the same type. In this
case, the second polygons may all be of the same size and shape, or, alternatively, at least two of the
second polygons may be of a different size and/or shape to each other. Alternatively, the second polygons

may comprise at least two types of polygon.

The first polygon may be an irregular polygon and all the second polygons may be of the same type.

Alternatively, the second polygons may comprise at least two types of polygon.

Each second polygon may be an isosceles trapezoid and the first polygon may be a regular polygon. The
regular polygon may have 5, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 or 16 sides. In particular, the regular
polygon may have 6 or 8 sides. The shortest of the parallel sides of each isosceles trapezoid may be
contiguous with one of the sides of the first polygon. The longest of the parallel sides of each isosceles

trapezoid may be disposed opposite one of the sides of the first polygon. The longest of the parallel sides
2
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of each isosceles trapezoid may form a portion of the boundary of the reconfigurable wall. Each isosceles
trapezoid may be contiguous with its neighbouring isosceles trapezoids along its non-parallel sides. The
isosceles trapezoids may be all of the same size and shape. Alternatively, at least two of the isosceles

trapezoids may be of a different size and/or shape to each other.

Each second polygon may be an isosceles trapezoid and the first polygon may be an irregular polygon.
The irregular polygon may have 5, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 or 16 sides. In particular, the irregular
polygon may have 6 or & sides. The shortest of the parallel sides of each isosceles trapezoid may be
contiguous with one of the sides of the first polygon. The longest of the parallel sides of each isosceles
trapezoid may be disposed opposite one of the sides of the first polygon. The longest of the parallel sides
of each isosceles trapezoid may form a portion of the boundary of the reconfigurable wall. Each isosceles

trapezoid may be contiguous with its neighbouring isosceles trapezoids along its non-parallel sides.

The second compartment of the container may be defined by a side wall and the reconfigurable wall. The
side wall may be connected (o the reconfigurable wall at the boundary of the reconfigurable wall. In this
case, the side wall may be resiliently flexible in response to force applied to the side wall at the boundary
of the reconfigurable wall during reconfiguration of the reconfigurable wall between the first, convex

configuration and the second, concave configuration.

The foregoing paragraphs have been provided by way of general introduction, and are not intended to
limit the scope of the following claims. The described embodiments, together with further advantages,
will be best understood by reference to the following detailed description taken in conjunction with the

accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete appreciation of the disclosure and many of the attendant advantages thereof will be

readily obtained as the same becomes better understood by reference (o the following detailed description
when considered in connection with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 shows a container according to an embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 2 shows the container from a different perspective;

Figure 3 shows a cross-section of the container;

Figure 4 shows a lid of the container; and

Figures 5A and 5B show a simplified cross-section of the container when the lid is attached to a base of

the container.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference numerals designate identical or corresponding

parts throughout the several views.

Figures 1 and 2 show a container 1 according to an embodiment of the present invention. The container 1
comprises a base 2, lid 3 and a cover 4. As will be described later on, the base 2 and the lid 3 define a first
space or compartment for storing fresh or unused snus, and the lid 3 and the cover 4 define a second space

or disposal compartment for holding consumed or used snus.

Figure 3 shows a cross-section of the container 1. The base 2 comprises a circular bottom wall 30 and a
peripheral side wall 32. The lid 3 comprises a reconfigurable wall 34 and a peripheral side wall 36. An

upper portion 38 of the base peripheral side wall 32 has a smaller outer diameter compared to the inner
diameter of the lid peripheral side wall 36. This allows the base 2 to receive the lid 3, the lid 3 being

releasably attachable to the base 2.

The base 2 and lid 3 define a first compartment 42 for receiving unused snus. A user is thus able to obtain
a piece of unused snus from the first compartment 42 by removing the lid 3 from the base 2. The user will
then typically re-attach the lid 3 to the base 2 so that the remaining unused snus remains moist. In
addition, the lid 3 comprises a second compartment 44 for receiving used snus. The second compartment
44 is closable with the cover 4 (not shown in Figure 3) so as to prevent the used snus from falling out of
the second compartment. The lid comprises a reconfigurable wall 34 which separates the first and second
compartments. That is, the first compartment 42 is on one side of the reconfigurable wall 34 and the
second compartment 44 is on the other side of the reconfigurable wall 34. In fact, the reconfigurable wall
34, together with side wall 37, defines the second compartment. The reconfigurable wall 34 is described

in more detail below.

Figure 4 shows a perspective view of the lid 3 comprising the second compartment 44 and reconfigurable
wall 34. The reconfigurable wall 34 is formed of contiguous polygons. All of the contiguous polygons
may be of the same type (the type of a polygon being determined by the number of sides it has, so that
two polygons with the same number of sides are polygons of the same type). For example, all of the
contiguous polygons may be triangles. In this case, all the contiguous polygons may be of the same size
and shape (that is, congruent with each other) or, alternatively, at least two of the contiguous polygons
may have a different size and/or shape to each other (that is, at least two of the contiguous polygons may

be non-congruent). Alternatively, the contiguous polygons may comprise at least two types of polygon.

The contiguous polygons may comprise a first polygon surrounded by a plurality of second polygons.
This is the case in the embodiment shown in Iigure 4, in which there is a first polygon 46 surrounded by

a plurality of second polygons 48. Each of the second polygons may be of the same type In this case, all

4
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the second polygons may be of the same size and shape (that is, congruent with each other — this is the
case in the embodiment of Figure 4) or, alternatively, at least two of the second polygons may have a
different size and/or shape to each other (that is, at least two of the second polygons may be non-

congruent). Alternatively, the second polygons may comprise at least two types of polygon.

In the embodiment of Figure 4, the first polygon 46 is a regular polygon and the second polygons 38 are
isosceles trapezoids of the same size and shape. The shortest of the parallel sides 48B of each isosceles
trapezoid is contiguous with one of the sides of the first polygon. The longest of the parallel sides 48A of
each isosceles trapezoid is disposed opposite one of the sides of the first polygon. In this embodiment, the
longest of the parallel sides 48A of each isosceles trapezoid also forms a portion of the boundary 50 of the
reconfigurable wall 34 (meaning that the boundary 50 of the reconfigurable wall 34 has the same regular
polygonal shape as the first polygon 46). Each isosceles trapezoid is contiguous with its neighbouring
isosceles trapezoids along its non-parallel sides 48C, 48D. Although the first polygon 46 in the
embodiment of Figure 4 is a regular octagon, it will be appreciated that any polygon, regular or irregular,
may be used for the first polygon 46, and that the number and size and shape of the second polygons 48
will be adjusted accordingly so as to maintain the contiguous relationship between the polygons and form
the reconfigurable wall 34. It is noted that the reconfigurable wall 34 is connected to the side wall 37 at its
boundary 50, and the relative movement of the contiguous polygons 46, 48 is constrained at this boundary

50 of the reconfigurable wall 34.

The reconfigurable wall 34 is reconfigurable between a first configuration in which the contiguous
polygons 46, 48 are arranged to form a convex shape and a second configuration in which the contiguous
polygons 46, 58 are arranged (o form a concave shape. In the first configuration, the convex shape serves
to maximise the volume of the first compartment for storing unused snus. In the second configuration, the
concave shape serves to maximise the volume of the second compartment for storing used snus. The
reconfigurable wall 34 is reconfligurable between the first and second positions in response (0 pressure

applied by the user, as will now be described with reference to Figures SA and 5B.

Figures 5A and 5B show a simplified cross-section of the container 1 when the lid 3 is attached to the
base 2. Figure SA shows the reconfigurable wall 34 in the first configuration, in which the contiguous
polygons 46, 48 are arranged to form a convex shape so as to maximise the volume of the first
compartment 42. Figure 5B shows the reconfigurable wall 34 in the second configuration, in which the
contiguous polygons 46, 48 are arranged to form a concave shape so as to maximise the volume of the

second compartment 44.

The reconfigurable wall 34 is reconfigurable from the first configuration of Figure 5A to the second
configuration of Figure 5B when the user applies pressure to the reconfigurable wall 34 in a direction
indicated by the arrows 52 in Figure 5A. More specifically, once the pressure applied to the

reconfigurable wall 34 in the direction of the arrows 52 exceeds a threshold value, the resilience of the
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reconfigurable wall 34 at the boundaries of the contiguous polygons 46, 48 is overcome. This causes the
contiguous polygons 46, 48 to move relative to the boundary 50 of the reconfigurable wall and relative to

each other (o form the concave shape of the second configuration of Figure 5B.

It is noted that the pressure in the direction of the arrows 52 may be applied directly so as to reconfigure
the reconfigurable wall 34. For example, the user may apply pressure directly by pressing the
reconfigurable wall 34 with one or more of their fingers. Alternatively, the pressure in the direction of the
arrows 52 may be applied indirectly so as to reconfigure the reconfigurable wall 34. For example, when
the reconfigurable wall 34 is in the first configuration of Figure 5A, the user may place used snus in the
compartment 44 and then attach the cover 4 to the lid 3. If there is a sufficient amount of used snus placed
in the compartment 44, then as the cover 4 is attached to the lid 3 by the user, the cover will push against
the used snus and, in turn, the used snus will push against the reconfigurable wall. Thus, pressure is

applied indirectly to the reconfigurable wall 34 via the used snus as the cover 4 is attached to the lid 3.

Similarly, the reconfigurable wall 34 is reconfigurable from the second configuration of Figure 5B to the
first configuration of Figure SA when the user applies pressure to the reconfigurable wall 34 in a direction
indicated by the arrows 54 in Figure 5B (in this case, the user must remove the lid 3 from the base 2 in
order to apply pressure to the reconfigurable wall 34). More specifically, once the pressure applied to the
reconfigurable wall 34 in the direction of the arrows 54 exceeds the threshold value, the resilience of the
reconfigurable wall 34 at the boundaries of the contiguous polygons 46, 48 is overcome. This causes the
contiguous polygons 46, 48 to move relative to the boundary 50 of the reconfigurable wall and relative to

each other to form the convex shape of the first configuration of Figure 5A.

Again, it is noted that the pressure in the direction of the arrows 54 may be applied directly so as to
reconfigure the reconfigurable wall 34. For example, the user may apply pressure directly by pressing the
reconfigurable wall 34 with one or more of their fingers. Alternatively, the pressure in the direction of the
arrows 54 may be applied indirectly so as to reconfigure the reconfigurable wall. For example, if the
reconfigurable wall 34 is in the second configuration of Figure 5B before the lid 3 is attached to the base
2, and if there is a sufficient amount of unused snus placed in the compartment 42, then as the lid 3 is
attached to the base 2 by the user (or, alternatively, by the manufacturer), the unused snus will push
against the reconfigurable wall 34. Thus, pressure is applied indirectly to the reconfigurable wall 34 via

the unused snus as the lid 3 is attached to the base 2.

The contiguous polygons 46, 48 are defined by resilient portions 56 of the reconfigurable wall 34. More
specifically, the resilient portions 56 define the boundaries of the contiguous polygons 46, 48. The
resilient portions 56 enable the above-mentioned relative movement of the contiguous polygons by
allowing each polygon to undertake a pivoting or hinging motion about each of its boundaries. The
resilient portions 56 also bias the relative movement of the contiguous polygons such that the first and

second configurations are stable (that is, non-changing) in the absence of applied pressure (or when the
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applied pressure is less than the threshold value). When sufficient pressure is applied so as to reconfigure
the reconfigurable wall 34 from the first configuration to the second configuration (or vice versa), the
resilience of the resilient portions 56 causes the configuration to change suddenly via a “pop” or “snap”

action.

In addition to the resilient portions 56 of the reconfigurable wall 34 allowing the relative movement of the
contiguous polygons and biasing the relative movement such that the first and second configurations are
stable, the side wall 37 of the used snus compartment may also be resiliently flexible so as to help allow
relative movement of the contiguous polygons and bias the relative movement such that the first and
second configurations are stable. In this case, the side wall 37 is resiliently flexible in response to force
applied to the side wall at the boundary 50 of the reconfigurable wall 34 during reconfiguration of the
reconfigurable wall between the first, convex configuration and the second, concave configuration. This

is illustrated in Figures 5A and 5B.

When pressure is applied to the reconfigurable wall in the direction of the arrows 52 in Figure 5A so as to
reconfigure the reconfigurable wall from the first configuration to the second configuration, a force is
applied to the side wall 37 at the boundary 50 in the direction of the arrow 41. This causes the side wall to
flex about its upper edge 39 (the upper edge 39 connecting the side wall 37 to the outer portion of the lid
3) in the direction of the arrow 41s0 as to move away from its original position as the reconfigurable wall
is initially reconfigured away from the first confliguration. The resilience of the side wall 37 as it is flexed
in the direction of the arrow 41 helps cause an initial resistance against the reconfiguration of the
reconfigurable wall and helps bias the relative movement of the contiguous polygons such that the first
configuration is stable. Then, as the reconfigurable wall approaches the second conliguration (as occurs
when the pressure applied to the reconfigurable wall by the user exceeds the threshold value required to
overcome the resistance provided by the resilience of the resilient portions 56 and the side wall 37), the
resilience of the side wall 37 causes the side wall to flex about is upper edge 39 in the direction of the
arrow 43 so as to return to its original position (the original position of the side wall 37 being reached
when the reconfigurable reaches the second configuration). As the side wall 37 returns to its original
position under its own resilience, it applies a force to the boundary 50 of the reconfigurable wall which

assists the reconfigurable wall in arriving at the second configuration.

Similarly, when pressure is applied to the reconfigurable wall in the direction of the arrows 54 in igure
5B so as to reconfigure the reconfigurable wall from the second configuration to the first configuration, a
force is applied to the side wall 37 at the boundary 50 in the direction of the arrow 41. This causes the
side wall to flex about its upper edge 39 (the upper edge 39 connecting the side wall 37 to the outer
portion of the lid 3) in the direction of the arrow 4 1s0 as to move away from its original position as the
reconfigurable wall is initially reconfigured away from the second configuration. The resilience of the
side wall 37 as it is flexed in the direction of the arrow 41 helps cause an initial resistance against the

reconfiguration of the reconfigurable wall and helps bias the relative movement of the contiguous
7
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polygons such that the second configuration is stable. Then, as the reconfigurable wall approaches the
first configuration (as occurs when the pressure applied to the reconfigurable wall by the user exceeds the
threshold value required to overcome the resistance provided by the resilience of the resilient portions 56
and the side wall 37), the resilience of the side wall 37 causes the side wall to flex about is upper edge 39
in the direction of the arrow 43 so as to return to its original position (the original position of the side wall
37 being reached when the reconfigurable reaches the first configuration). As the side wall 37 returns to
its original position under its own resilience, it applies a force to the boundary 50 of the reconfigurable

wall which assists the reconfigurable wall in arriving at the first configuration.

Thus, together with the resilience of the resilient portions 56 of the reconfigurable wall, the resilience of
the side wall 37 causes initial resistance to reconfiguration when pressure is initially applied to the
reconfigurable wall followed by, once reconfiguration has been initiated (as occurs when the pressure
applied to the reconfigurable wall exceeds the predetermined threshold), assistance in reconfiguring the
reconfigurable wall to its final, new configuration. It is this initial resistance followed by subsequent
assistance which results in the “pop” or “snap” action as the reconfigurable wall is reconfigured between
the first and second configurations. Note that the resistance provided by the resilient portions 56 and
resilient side wall 37 will change to become assistance once the reconfigurable wall reaches
approximately half way between the first and second configurations (that is, when the reconfigurable wall

is approximately planar and is parallel to the planar base 30 of the container 1).

In the embodiment shown in the Figures, the entire lid 3, including the reconfigurable wall 34, is formed
from a single material. The thickness of the material is reduced in predetermined regions of the
reconfigurable wall 34 so as o define the resilient portions 56 at the boundaries of the contiguous
polygons 46, 48. Advantageously, this allows for easy manufacture of the lid 3 by injection moulding or
the like. The material used may be any material which has suitable resilience at reduced thickness, such as
polyethylene (PE) or polypropylene (PP). It is noted that the side wall 37 will generally be less resilient
than the resilient portions 56 (since, unlike the resilient portions 56, the side wall does not have to be
sufficiently resilient so as to allow a well defined hinging or pivoting motion), and may, as in the example
embodiments, be of the same or of a similar thickness as that of the central portion of each of the
contiguous polygons 46, 48 (that is, the portion of each contiguous polygon which does not form part of
the resilient portion 56). Advantageously, such a thickness allows the side wall to be sufficiently resilient
so0 as to provide appropriate resistance and assistance during reconfiguration of the reconfigurable wall

(as described above) whilst, at the same time, help provide structural integrity to the lid 3.

In use, when the container 1 is initially filled with new, unused snus, the reconfigurable wall 34 is made
to take the first, convex configuration of Figure SA. This provides maximum volume in the first
compartment 42 for storing unused snus. At a later time, when the user wishes to store used snus in the
container 1 (until they can find a suitable waste receptacle), the user places the used snus in the second

compartment 44. In order to increase the volume of the second compartment 44 so as to enable more used
8
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snus to be stored, the user applies pressure to the reconfigurable wall 34 so that it “pops” or “snaps” into
the second, concave configuration of Figure 5B. At an even later time, once the user has found a suitable
waste receptacle to dispose of the used snus, the user may then apply pressure to the reconfigurable wall
34 so that it “pops” or “snaps” back to the first, convex configuration of IYigure 5A. This once again
provides a maximum volume in the first compartment 42, which the user may refill with new, unused
snus. Thus, advantageously, the reconfigurable wall 34 allows the total volume of the container 1 o be

efficiently used depending on the relative amounts of used and unused snus.

Advantageously, the above-described reconfigurable wall 34 comprising contiguous polygons allows the
user to apply pressure to any region of the reconfigurable wall in order to reconfigure the wall from the
first configuration to the second configuration (or vice versa). This is because the use of such contiguous
polygons allows the pressure applied to the reconfigurable wall 34 to be more evenly distributed across
the reconfigurable wall 34 when the pressure is applied to one or more of the polygons. Thus, the user is
able to easily reconfigure the reconfigurable wall 34 by applying pressure to any one contiguous polygon
(that is, to any point on the reconfigurable wall 34). This makes it easier and more convenient for the user
to reconfigure the reconfigurable wall 34. This is particularly the case for a polygon arrangement in which
a first polygon 46 is surrounded by a plurality of second polygons 48, and more particularly when the

second polygons 48 are all of the same type (as shown in the described embodiments).

Furthermore, the above-described reconfigurable wall 34 comprising contiguous polygons including a
first polygon 46 surrounded by a plurality of second polygons 48, each of the second polygons being of
the same type, provides a favourable shape to the first and second compartments 42, 44. In particular, this
is true of the second compartment 44, for which the concave shape of the reconfigurable wall 34 in the
second configuration allows used snus to be easily removed from the second compartment 44 when the

user finds a suitable waste receptacle for disposing of the used snus.

The use of a regular polygon as the first polygon 46 and a plurality of identical isosceles trapezoids as the
plurality of second polygons 48 is particular effective at allowing pressure to be more evenly distributed
across the reconfigurable wall 34 and at achieving the above-mentioned effects. Any regular polygon may
be used as the first polygon 46, the number of isosceles trapezoids as the second polygons 48 being equal
to the number of sides of the chosen regular polygon. The use of a regular polygon with 5, 6, 7, §, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15 or 16 sides is particular advantageous, since this allows a well defined convex and
concave shape of the first and second wall configurations (respectively) whilst maintaining structural
integrity of the wall and ease of manufacture (due to obtaining a favourable balance between the resilient
portions of the reconfigurable wall at the boundaries of the contiguous polygons and the harder, less
resilient portions of the reconfigurable wall defining the central portions of the contiguous polygons). In

fact, the use of a regular polygon with 6 or § sides is particularly effective.
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It is noted that, in the embodiment shown in the Figures, the second compartment 44 always exists, but
has a smaller volume when the reconfigurable wall 34 is in the first, convex configuration of Figure 5A.
In an alternative embodiment, the reconfigurable wall may be positioned such that the second
compartment 44 is only formed when the reconfigurable wall 34 is reconfigured from the first, convex
configuration to the second, concave configuration (that is, the second compartment 44 has zero volume

when the reconfigurable wall 34 is in the first, convex configuration).

It is noted that the arrangement of the container 1 relates to only one embodiment of the invention, and
that the reconfigurable wall 34 and first and second compartments may be arranged differently. For
example, instead of being located in the lid 3, the second compartment 44 may instead be located in the
base 2. In this case, the circular bottom wall 30 of the base 2 may instead comprise the reconfigurable
wall 34, which, together with a side wall (not shown, but similar to the side wall 37 in the embodiment of
the Figures), defines the second compartment 44 in a bottom portion of the base 2. The second
compartment 44 will then be closable with a separate bottom cover (not shown) so as to prevent the used

snus from falling out.

In this alternative arrangement, the entire base 2, including the reconfigurable wall 34 and side wall 37,
may be formed from a single material (as is the case for the lid 3 when the lid 3 comprises the
reconfigurable wall 34, as previously described). The thickness of the material is again reduced in
predetermined regions of the reconfigurable wall 34 so as o deline the resilient portions 56 at the
boundaries of the contiguous polygons 46, 48. Advantageously, this allows for easy manufacture of the
base 2 by injection moulding or the like. The material used may again be any material which has suitable

resilience at reduced thickness, such as polyethylene (PE) or polypropylene (PP).
Of course, further different configurations of the container 1 are also possible.

Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of the present disclosure are possible in light of the
above teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within the scope of the appended claims, the

disclosure may be practiced otherwise than as specifically described herein.

Although the present disclosure has been described in connection with some embodiments, it is not
intended to be limited to the specific form set forth herein. Additionally, although a feature may appear to
be described in connection with particular embodiments, one skilled in the art would recognize that
various features of the described embodiments may be combined in any manner suitable to implement the

technique.
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Claims

1. A container comprising a base and a lid defining a first compartment therebetween for
storing unused snus, wherein at least the lid or the base includes a reconfigurable wall to enable
a user to form or enlarge a second compartment for storing used snus on the other side of said
wall to the first compartment, wherein:

the reconfigurable wall is formed of contiguous polygons configured to move relative to a
boundary of the reconfigurable wall and relative to each other under applied pressure so as to
be arrangeable in a first, convex configuration and arrangeable in a second, concave
configuration, the second compartment being formed or enlarged when the contiguous polygons

are arranged in the second, concave configuration.

2. A container according to claim 1, wherein all the contiguous polygons are of the same
type.

3. A container according to claim 1, wherein the contiguous polygons comprise at least two
types of polygon.

4. A container according to claim 3, wherein the contiguous polygons comprise a first

polygon surrounded by a plurality of second polygons.

5. A container according to claim 4, wherein the plurality of second polygons are all of the

same type.

6. A container according to claim 5, wherein each second polygon is an isosceles

trapezoid.
7. A container according to claim 6 wherein:
the shortest of the parallel sides of each isosceles trapezoid is contiguous with one of

the sides of the first polygon.

8. A container according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the longest of the parallel sides of each

isosceles trapezoid is disposed opposite one of the sides of the first polygon.
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9. A container according to claim 8, wherein the longest of the parallel sides of each

isosceles trapezoid forms a portion of the boundary of the reconfigurable wall.

10. A container according to any one of claims 6 to 9, wherein each isosceles trapezoid is
contiguous along non-parallel sides of the each isosceles trapezoid with neighboring isosceles

trapezoids of the each isosceles trapezoid.

11. A container according to any one of claims 4 to 10, wherein the first polygon has 5, 7, 9,
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 or 16 sides.

12. A container according to any one of claims 4 to 10, wherein the first polygon has 6 or 8

sides.

13 A container according to any one of claims 4 to 12, wherein the first polygon is a regular

polygon.

14. A container according to any one of claims 4 to 12, wherein the first polygon is an

irregular polygon.

15. A container according to any one of claims 4 to 13, wherein the plurality of second

polygons are all of the same size and shape.

16. A container according to any one of claims 4 to 14, wherein at least two of the plurality

of second polygons have a different shape and/or size to each other.

17. A container according to any one of claims 1 to 16, wherein:

the second compartment is defined by a side wall and the reconfigurable wall;

the side wall is connected to the reconfigurable wall at the boundary of the
reconfigurable wall; and

the side wall is resiliently flexible in response to force applied to the side wall at the
boundary of the reconfigurable wall during reconfiguration of the reconfigurable wall between

the first, convex configuration and the second, concave configuration.
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18. A container comprising:

a base and a lid defining a first compartment therebetween, wherein at least the lid of
the base includes a reconfigurable wall to enable a user to form or enlarge a second
compartment on the other side of said wall to the first compartment, wherein:

the reconfigurable wall is formed of contiguous polygons configured to move relative to a
boundary of the reconfigurable wall and relative to each other under applied pressure so as to
be arrangeable in a first, convex configuration and arrangeable in a second, concave
configuration, the second compartment being formed or enlarged when the contiguous polygons
are arranged in the second, concave configuration, wherein the said relative movement of the
contiguous polygons is a snap action from the first, convex configuration to the second, concave

configuration or from the second, concave configuration to the first, convex configuration.
19. The container of claim 18, wherein the first compartment is for storing unused
consumable product portions, and wherein the second compartment is for storing used

consumable product portions.

20. The container of claim 18, wherein the first compartment is for storing unused snus and

the second compartment is for storing used snus.

21. The container according to claim 18, wherein all the contiguous polygons are of the

same type.

22. The container according to claim 18, wherein the contiguous polygons comprise at least

two types of polygon.

23. The container according to claim 22, wherein the contiguous polygons comprise a first

polygon surrounded by a plurality of second polygons.

24. The container according to claim 23, wherein all the second polygons are of the same

type.

25. The container according to claim 24, wherein each second polygon is an isosceles
trapezoid.
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26. The container according to claim 25, wherein:
the shortest of the parallel sides of each isosceles trapezoid is contiguous with one of

the sides of the first polygon.

27. The container according to claim 25, wherein the longest of the parallel sides of each

isosceles trapezoid is disposed opposite one of the sides of the first polygon.

28. The container according to claim 25, wherein the longest of the parallel sides of each

isosceles trapezoid forms a portion of the boundary of the reconfigurable wall.

29. The container according to claim 25, wherein each isosceles trapezoid is contiguous

with other isosceles trapezoids along its non-parallel sides.

30. The container according to claim 23, wherein the first polygon has 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12, 13, 14, 15 or 16 sides.

31. The container according to claim 30, wherein the first polygon has 6 or 8 sides.

32. The container according to claim 23, wherein the first polygon is a regular polygon.

33. The container according to claim 23, wherein the first polygon is an irregular polygon.

34. The container according to claim 23, wherein the second polygons are all of the same

size and shape.

35. The container according to claim 23, wherein at least two of the second polygons have a

different shape and/or size to each other.

36. The container according to claim 18, wherein:

the second compartment is defined by a side wall and the reconfigurable wall;

the side wall is connected to the reconfigurable wall at the boundary of the
reconfigurable wall; and

the side wall is resiliently flexible in response to force applied to the side wall at the

boundary of the reconfigurable wall during reconfiguration of the reconfigurable wall between
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the first, convex configuration and the second, concave configuration.
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