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which position it rests against the tip of the 
switch point and the lower portion of the 
head of the rail, 1. As long as the plate, 17 is 
in this position, the switch cannot close. 
The plate extends considerable distance be 
yond the Switch point, that is, a distance 
greater than the distance between the car 
trucks. As a train is moving onto the sid 
ing, the flanges of the wheels engage the 
upper edge of the plate, 17 and prevent the 
same from being displaced until after the 
last car truck has left the switch. The 
plate, 17, is operated simultaneously with the 
switch and is therefore, preferably operated 
by the lever, 9. To this end, I provide the 
plate with a depending ear, 19 connected by a 
rod, 20, to a lever, 21. The lever, 21 is pivoted 
as at 22, and is connected at its opposite end 
from the rod, 20, to the rod, 5. In Fig. 4. I 
have shown a modified form of the device 
just described. This consists in an exten 
sion, 23, formed upon the end of the Switch 
rail, 4. It is evident that this will serve the 
same purpose as the plate, 17 and requires no 
separate operating mechanism. 
When a train is passing from the siding 

onto the main track, the flanges on the 
wheels will operate to open the switch and 
as soon as the last truck has passed the end 
of the plate, 17 or extension, 23, the Springs, S 
will operate in the usual manner to close the 
switch. - 

Having described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent is; 

1. In a device of the class described, the 
main rails, siding and switch rails in combi 
nation with means for normally holding said 
switch rails in closed position, a Switch rod 
and lever for opening said Switch and a seg 
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ment having limiting notches arranged 
above said lever, said lever being adapted to 
engage said notches when raised and be dis 
engaged therefrom when lowered, Substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
main rails, siding and switch rails, in com 
bination with the switch rods connecting 
said switch rails and having collars arranged 
thereon, a yoke secured to the rail, and 
springs arranged upon said Switch rods be 
tween said yoke and said collars for nor 
mally maintaining said Switch in closed 
position and a switch lever connected to one 
of said switch rods for opening said switch, 
substantially as described. 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
main rails, siding and switch rails, in com 
bination with the switch rod connecting said 
SWitch rails, springs arranged upon said 
switch rods for normally maintaining said 
Switch in closed position, a Switch lever con 
nected to one of said switch rods for operat 
ing said switch, a plate hingedly arranged 
between the rails and adapted in one posi 
tion to rest against the main rails and the 
point of the switch when the switch is open, 
a lever pivoted to one of the ties between the 
rails and having one end Secured to one of the 
switch rods and the other connected by a 
link to said plate, as and for the purpose 
specified. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN B. MAYS 
Witnesses: 

F. E. SHEELEY, 
H. F. LILLIS. 
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