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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DELIAHEATH, a citizen 

of the United States of America, and a resi 
dent of New York, county and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Fire-Escapes, of which the 
following is a specification. . 
My invention relates especially to devices 

employed for the escape of persons from the 
Windows of a room or apartment in the case 
of fire, and has for its object the provision of 
a simple, cheap, effective, and sightly fire-es 
cape which may be utilized for various other 
purposes and which may be expeditiously 
placed in position for use at any window of 
the room, apartment, or floor whereon the de 
vice is located. 
To attain the desired end, my invention 

consists, essentially, in a folding metallad 
der, the lower section when folded being pro 
vided with wheels or casters and with retain 
ing-hooks for engaging eyes permanently se 
cured in the floor beneath a window, a remov 
able top fitting over the upper section of the 
ladder when folded, all of which will be here 
inafter first fully described and then pointed. 
out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part hereof, Figure 1 is a perspective view of 
my fire-escape as it appears when folded up. 
Fig. 2 is an interior elevation of a window, 
showing the escape in position for use; and 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation looking from the 
right of Fig. 2. 

Similar numerals of reference wherever 
they occur indicate corresponding parts in 
all the figures. 

1 represents the side pieces of the ladder, 
and 2 the rungs, made of any approved mate 
rial. The bottom or inner section of the lad 
der is provided with wheels or casters 3 and 
hooks 4 for engaging with screw-eyes 5 or the 
equivalent permanently fixed in the floor be 
neath a window-opening, such as 6. 
7 is a removable cover or top placed over 

the upper section of the ladder when folded. 
This top may be covered with a cloth, such 
as 8, and utilized as a table, &c. 

9 represents an eye fixed to the outside of 
the window-frame 10, and 11 is a chain re 
movably held in the eyes 9. 
When it becomes necessary to use my fire 

escape, the top 8, with any articles thereon, 
is lifted off of the ladder, which is rolled to 
the window where it is required and the hooks 
4 connected to the eyes 5. The ladder is then 
unfolded and lowered out of the window, as 
illustrated in Figs, 2 and 3 of the drawings. 
The chain l1 is now attached to the eyes 9, 
this chain preventing falling of the person 
upon backing out of the window and placing 
the feet upon the ladder-rungs, as when foot 
ing is secured it is easy to slide from under 
the chain. When the device is not in use as 
a fire-escape, it may be left beneath the win 
dow or rolled to any part of the room as an 
article of furniture. 
By providing the lowermost section of the 

ladder when folded at its opposite ends with 
pairs of wheels 3 the entire ladder, which 
when adapted for use in the upper apartment 
of a tall structure is very heavy, is rendered 
easily portable, thus permitting the occupant 
of the apartment to easily and rapidly shift 
it from one window to another or even from 
one apartment to another, which is often de 
sirable in order to permit the ladder to hang 
downward past a window-opening from which 
flame or smoke may not be issuing. This 
arrangement also permits of the fire-escape 
being utilized as a portable article of furni 
ture, as has been described. 
. . Having now fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new therein, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. A portable fire-escape formed of rigid 
side pieces and rungs which constitute con 
necting-joints for the side pieces, whereby a 
ladder of sections adapted to be folded one 
above the other is formed, in combination 
with supporting-wheels arranged in pairs at 
the opposite ends of the lowermost section of 
the ladder when folded, and means for secur 
ing the said section to a part of the structure 
when it is put in use, substantially as set 
forth. 
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2. In a fire-escape, the combination with a tion when the said ladder is in use, substan- to 
ladder comprising sections arranged to be tially as set forth. 
folded on top of each other, a detachable top Signed by me at New York this 30th day 
arranged to fit over the folded sections to of April, 1903. 

5 form a table when the ladder is not in use - wheels attached to the section at the lower DELIA HEATH. 
end of the folded ladder, whereby the table Witnesses: 
may be moved about, and hooks attached to MARY HEATH, 
one end of the ladder for securing it in posi- A. M. PIERCE. 

  


