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This invention relates generally to furniture 
leg shoes of the type known as “glides,' by which 
name they Will be referred to hereinafter, and 
more particularly it relates to furniture glides 
that are adjustable in a vertical direction, 
whereby the furniture on which such glides are 
used may be conveniently leveled. 
Among the objects of my invention is the pro 

vision of a furniture glide that may be applied 
to Sockets or bores in furniture legs, which 
Sockets or bores may have a considerable range 
of variation in their diameters, and which at the 
same time includes means for adjusting the 
glides relatively to the furniture leg, so that lev 
eling of the article of furniture may be readily 
accomplished. 
The general objects of my invention include 

the provision, in an adjustable furniture glide, of 
a construction that is simple, and effective, and 
loW in cost. 
These objects and Such other objects as will 

hereinafter appear or be pointed out, are at 
tained in the illustrative embodiments of my in 
vention shown in the drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is an elevational view, partly in sec 
tion of an illustrative embodiment of my inven 
tion. 

Figure 2 is a view of the adjustable furniture 
glide of Figure 1 in a different position of ad 
justment and applied to a furniture leg, which is 
indicated in broken lines, and having additional 
portions of the glide shown in section; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the glide of Figure 1, 
With the top portion broken away on the line 
3-3 of Figure 2; and 
Figure 4 is an elevational view showing a sec 

ond embodiment of my invention and a different. 
manner of attaching it to a furniture leg. 
My invention contemplates in general the pro 

vision in connection. With a furniture glide of a 
tapered member which is adapted for insertion 
into a bore in the end of a furniture leg. This 
bore may be either one formed in the leg itself, 
or it may be the bore of a metallic or other 
socket, such as in a conventional caster socket, 
which is inserted in a bore in the leg. In either 
case, the bores are apt to become Worn by use, 
whereby they will become enlarged. On the 
other hand, errors in manufacture or in using a 
boring tool may also result in variations in di 
mensions of the bores. By providing the glide 
with a tapered member to seat in the bore, it 
will be observed that a firm seating of the ta 
pered member in bores having a considerable 
range of dimensions is assured. Means may also 
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be provided to prevent turning of this member 
Within the bore. 
Mounted for adjustment in a vertical direction 

relatively to this tapered member is the glide 
Due to variations in the aforementioned 

bores the tapered member will enter any given 
bore to an extent that varies With the dimensions 
of said bore. As a consequence in a multi-legged 
article of furniture the glide associated with each 
leg will have a position relative to said leg that 
is different for each of the legs. By providing 
the aforementioned adjustment of the glide rela 
tively to the tapered member, it is possible to ob 
tain a leveling of the article of furniture even 

, though the tapered member for each leg is dif 
ferent in relative position to the leg for each one 
of the legs of the article. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, I 

have shown at 8 a glide comprising a body 
2 member , which may be of resilient material 
having a cushioning action, such as Soft india. 
rubber. Where such a resilient material is used 
the lower portion may be encased in a Smooth 
surfaced shell 2 of hard material, Such as metal 
or synthetic plastic such as Bakelike, which will 
serve to provide a Smooth contact With the floor. 
Obviously the part 2, instead of a shell, may be 
solid, and, if desired, parts and 2 may be 
solid, and may also be made in One piece. Again, 
the part may be omitted. 
A mounting is provided whereby the glide may 

be adjusted vertically relatively to said bushing. 
For this purpose a threaded stud f3 is provided 
which projects upwardly from the body if and 
which has its lower end secured to the body in 
any suitable or preferred manner, so that it will 
be rigid therewith and turn therewith. This 
way may be accomplished, where the body is 
of rubber, by imbedding the lower end of Said 
stud 3 in said body, as by molding it thereinto. 
Seated in threaded engagement on the Stud 3 

is a member 4 Which is ShoWn, aS in the forn 
of tapered cylindrical bushing, which is provided 
with an internally threaded bore, and which 
may, if desired, be provided with a flange 5 at 
its lower end. This bushing, which may be 
made of any suitable or preferred material, Such 
as metal or any one of the variety of Synthetic 
plastics that are available today (such as Bake 
lite for example) may be provided with means. 
for preventing rotation of the member 4 within 
a bore into which it is inserted, such as upWardly 
extending flutings 6 on its Outer convex surface, 
which may be in the form of grooves or ribs. 
In Figures 1 and 2 the member 4 is shown in 



2. 
Serted into a caster socket 7 which may be of 
the conventional type, as shown. In Figure 3 
the Socket T is shown inserted into a bore 8 in 
a furniture leg 9, the latter being shown in 
broken lines. 
The manner of use of my adjustable furniture 

glide Will be readily apparent from Figures 1 and 
2. It will be observed that in the particular ex 
ample there shown the bore of the socket f is 
Such that the tapered member 6 does not en 
tirely enter to the full extent So that the shoul 
der 5 thereof is spaced some distance from the 
lower end of the furniture leg. If it is now de 
sired to level the article of furniture, this may be 
done by adjusting each of the respective glides 
carried by the legs of said article by turning each 
glide in its member 4, which will cause it to 
move closer to or farther away from the shoulder 
5, or from the end of the furniture leg. This 

adjustability is indicated by the broken line po 
sition of the glide shown in Figure 2. 
While my invention contemplates a unitary 

article of manufacture and sale one of the parts 
of Which is a Socket such as a conventional cast 
er SOcket, it will be obvious that instead of using 
a Socket SO aSSociated with the adjustable glide, 
the member 4 thereof may be inserted into a 
Caster Socket already previously positioned in 
place in the furniture leg, such as where the 
furniture leg has originally been used with a 
caster inserted into a socket carried by the legs. 
My invention also contemplates the applica 

tion of the glide to a furniture leg without the 
use of a caster socket. This is shown in Figure 4 
in which a furniture leg 9, provided with a 
bore 8', is shown as having inserted thereinto 
the tapered member 4' carried by the stem 3' 
of the glide 0'. It will be observed that the 
member 4 is shown of tapered cylindrical form 
and as Smooth on its exterior walls, that is, as 
lacking the flutings f6 of Figures 1 and 3. Fol 
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2,272,848 
certain purposes this construction and this man 
ner of use may be found preferable to that de 
Scribed in Connection with the Figures 1 and 3. 
While the member 4 in both the described 

embodimentS has been shown as of tapered cy 
lindrical form, it will be obvious that it may have 
other configurations. For example, it may have 
a polygonal cross section, such as a square, and 
obviously will function similarly to the described 
embodiments, provided of course it tapers in an 
upward direction. 
While I have herein disclosed several illus 

trative embodiments of my invention it will be 
understood that the same may be embodied in 
many other forms, without departing from the 
Spirit thereof, as will be obvious to those skilled 
in the art, and that the disclosure herein is by 
Way of illustration merely and is not to be in 
terpreted in a limiting sense. 

Having thus described my invention and illus 
trated its use, what I claim as new and desire to 
Secure by Letters Patent is: 

In combination in a furniture leg shoe: a bush 
ing adapted for insertion into a bore in a furni 
ture leg, said bushing being tapered whereby it 
may Wedge itself into a fixed position in any one 
of a plurality of bores differing from each other 
in diameter, the degree of entry of the bushing 
into the bore being dependent upon and varying 
with the diameter of the bore, said bushing hav 
ing a threaded bore, a stem having a glide on one 
end thereof, said stem being threaded so as to 
fit adjustably into said threaded bore of the 
bushing, whereby said stem may be adjusted rel 
atively to said bushing so as to compensate for 
variations of the position of the bushing in said 
bore and also to compensate for variations in the 
length of the furniture leg and the level of the 
floor on which the leg is to be positioned. 

ROBERT E. MILLER. 


