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To all whom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, Jose PH. G. KRAFT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Orange, in the county of Essex and State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain new 
and useful improvements in Display Shelves 
for Merchandise; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, such as will en 
able other's skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the Saine. 
My invention consists in the novel features 

hereinafter described, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawing, which illustrates 
several forms in which I have contemplated 
embodying the same, selected by me for pur 
poses of illustration, and the said invention 
is fully disclosed in the following descrip 
tion and claims. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a shelf for displaying and supporting arti 
cles of merchandise, especially in show win 
dows, counters, cases and cabinets used in 
stores for the display and sale of merchan 
dise, by means of which various articles of 
merchandise can be supported in Such posi 
tion as to be readily seen, the Supporting 
shelf being preferably provided with a por 
tion on which the price of the article can be 
displayed, together with advertising matter, 
if desired, and the whole device being capa 
ble of being constructed very cheaply, while 
at the same time being sufficiently strong and 
rigid to support the article or articles placed 
thereon without danger of being accidentally 
overturned or otherwise disturbed. My in 
provement consists preferably of two nem 
bers composed usually and preferably of 
comparatively thin card board or other thin 
and inexpensive sheet material, although ob 
viously they could be formed of sheet metal, 
celluloid, wood veneer, and any other sheet 
material which may be found to be suitable. 
The device comprises a front plate, pro 
vided, usually below its vertical center, with 
a horizontally disposed slot, the edges of 
the slot being deflected out of alignment 
with each other, the upper edge extending 
to the rear of the lower edge, and One or 
both of said edges being deflected out of the 
plane of the front plate member, and a Sup 
porting plate member provided with por 
tions of greater width than the length of 
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the slot in the front plate, and with a pro 
jecting shelf portion adapted to extend 
through the slot and project from the front 
face of the plate member, so as to form a 
Supporting shelf for the article of merchan 
dise to be carried thereon, and said members 
being held substantially perpendicularly to 
each other. I have discovered as the result 
of actual experiment that by constructing 
this device in the manner described and 
forming the edges of the slot out of align 
ment with each other so that the upper edge 
of the slot will have portions in rear of por 
tions of the front edge of the slot, the edges 
of the slot will contact with the supporting 
member so as to lock the two parts of the 
device together and prevent the rearward or 
downward movement of the plate member, 
when the device is placed upon a supporting 
surface, thus holding the parts very firmly 
in position and enabling a considerable 
weight to be supported on the forwardly 
projecting shelf member. In fact, it is found 
that the effect of placing the weight on the 
shelf member greatly stiffens the structure 
and assists in preventing the accidental col 
lapse or displacement of the device. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Fig. 1 represents a front view of my im 

proved device in a form convenient for the 
display of a book, package of merchandise, 
or other similar article, a book being indi 
cated in dotted lines in supported position. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical central Sectional view 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the device. 
Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the plate 

member showing a slight modification of the 
device. 

Fig. 5 is a central sectional view of the 
complete device, showing a slight modifica 
tion of the same, indicated in Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 represents a sectional view of a 
further modification in which a plurality of 
Supporting shelves are provided in connec 
tion with the front plate. 

1 represents the front plate member of 
the device formed preferably of card-board, 
and provided below its center with a hori 
Zontally extending slot, 2, the edges of which 
are bent or deflected Out of alignment with 
each other so that the upper edge of the slot 
extends to the rear of the lower edge. This 
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can be very conveniently done at the time 
the slot is oried, by means of Sitable pres. 
sire devices acting in conjunction with the 
knife or cutter which firms the slot. In 
some instances the desired result ca, ie ac 
complished by simply pressing the laterial 
at the upper edge of the slot rearwardly out 
of the plane of the plate inenbei', i, as in 
dicated at 3, in Fig. 2. The tower edge of 
the slot may be in the Sane plane as the rest 
of the plate member, (); it may be bent o' 
pressed forwardly out of the plane of the 
plate member, it as indicated at 4, in Fig. 2. 
In other words it is essential that the edges 
of the slot have politions out of alignment 
with each other, the upper edge of the slot 
extending to the rear of the lower edge, and 
this ray be accomplished by forcing joi'. 
tions of one or both edges out of alignment, 
with the late heinber, as may be preferred. 
5 epi'esents the Supporting meinbei', the 
main body portion of which is wider than 
the slot, 2, as indicated in Fig. 3, and is 
provided at its upper end with a shelf Boi'. 
tion, 6, of a width substantially equal to the 
length of the slot, 2, forming ang lar shoul 
ders, T, where the shelf portion, 6, joins the 
main body of the slipport, 5. 
seen that the shelf, 6, can be readily inserted 
in the slot. 2, and forced upwardly therein, 
until the shoulders, 7-7, engage the piate 
Bhember, and the support, 5, is of Silch length 
as to support the plate member in 8, it early 
vertical line, as indicated in Fig. 2, when 
the device is placed upon a horizontai Slip 
porting surface, said member's being held 
substantially perpendicularly to each other. 
It will be seen that the leverage afforded 
the support. 5, between the portions, 3 and 
4 of the plate member, above and below the 
slot. 2, enables the support. 5, to not Only 
hold the plate member 1, in a substantial 
vertical position, but also enables the result 
ing structure to resist a considerable sti'ain 
and permits the forwardly projecting shelf 
portion, 6, to support a very considerable 
weight, notwithstanding the thinness and 
lightness of the materiai from which the 
parts are constructed. It will also be seen, 
by reference to Fig. 2 that when an article, 
as for example, a book, a package of iner 
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chandise as a package of stationery or other 
material, or a bottle of perfume, or any 
other article is placed upon the shelf, 6, the 
weight of the article itself will be largely 
supported by the lower portion of the plate 
member, 1, in a substantially direct line froni 
the lower edge of the slot to the botton edge 
of the plate member, 1, and that this weight 
will, as a matter of fact, assist in locking the 
supporting member', 5, between the stag 
ge'ed edges, 3, and 4, of the siot, 2, SO as to 
rendel' the structure more rigid than it is 
without the application of the weight of the 
article. 
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have found, by practical experience, that 
yey satisfactory devices of this kind can 
be inade by simply cutting the horizontal 
slot, 2, in the plate member, 1, and deflect 
ing one or both of the edges of the slot so 
that they are out of alignment with each 
other, the deflection being greatest centrally 
{}f the length of the slot, as indicated by the 
curved lines, 3, 4', in Fig. 3. If it is de 
sired to deflect the edges of the slot through 
(lit, the length, this can be readily accom 
plished, as indicated in Fig. 4, in which 1 a 
represents the plate member, by forating the 
slot, 2, and providing a transverse slit. 2”. 
extending vertically at each end of the slot 
above the same or below the same, or ex 
tending both above and below, as indicated 
in Fig. 4. The formation of these vertical 
sits, 2, in lakes it possible to deflect, either or 
both the edges of the slot. 2', throughout the 
entire length of the slot, as shown in Fig. 5, 
and in Soune instances this construction may 
be desirable. It is within the scope of my 
in Yeiition, although prefer to form the slot 
2, in the manner indicated in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. 

it is also within the scope of my inven 
tion to provide the plate member with a plu 
l'ality of supporting members and forwardly 
projecting shelves, so that the device will 
Support a plurality of articles at the same 
time. I have illustrated such a construction 
in Fig. 6, in which 10 represents the plate 
i.ember, provided with two transverse slots 
12 and 12, located one above the other, each 
of which is engaged by a supporting mem 
bei', indicated at 15, 15", having forwardly 
projecting shelves 16 and 16, projecting 
through and on the forward side of the 
plate member, 10, SO as to support a plural 
ity of airticles one above the other. The 
edges of the slots, 12-12, are deflected out 
of alignment with each other in the manner 
heretofore described, so that the structure 
will be braced in the manner heretofore set 
forth and supported by both the supporting 
members, 15-15", these two members being 
formed of different lengths, so as to main. 
t8in the plate member, 10 in the desired sub 
stantially vertical position. , 
These devices can be made of any desired 

size, depending upon the character of the 
article or articles of merchandise intended 
to be supported on the shelf. For example, 
a very simple form of the device but a few 
inches in height and formed of light card 
board, can be conveniently used for the dis 
play of knives and other articles of cutlery, 
lead pencils, fountain pens, cigal's and many 
Other forms of merchandise which can be 
conveniently supported on the forwardly 
projecting shelf portion. By making the 
device of slightly heavier card-board or 
other suitable material, much larger and 
heavier objects can be supported and dis 
played on the projecting shelf portions, and 
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there is practically no limit to the size and 
proportions in which the devices may be 
made, providing the sheet material is of Suf 
ficient strength. In making these devices 
it is preferred that the plate member should 
extend above the article Supported on the 
projecting shelf a sufficient distance to en 
able the price of the article to be displayed 
and appropriate advertising may be placed 
upon the upper portion of the plate mem 
ber or upon the lower portion thereof, or 
both, as desired. In many cases these de 
vices may naturally be printed expressly 
for the particular articles to be displayed 
thereon, with appropriate advertising, and 
the price at which they are offered for sale 
or the devices may be made blank and the 
prices as well as the advertising Or descrip 
tive matter may be applied by hand. 
Any suitable means may be employed if 

desired for detachably affixing the price 
indications so that these may be changed 
from time to time in order to permit the 
device to be used with different articles of 
merchandise, or articles of merchandise of 
different prices or to accommodate varia 
tions in the price of the articles. In Fig. 
1 have shown a simple arrangement where 
by this may be conveniently accomplished 
in which the plate member, 1, is provided 
with parallel horizontal slits, indicated at 
8–8, to receive a card or plate, 9, which is 
inserted in these slits and held detachably 
therein, the figures expressing the price 
being placed on this removable card, 9. 
What claim and desire to Secure by 

Letters Patent is:- 
1. A portable display shelf for merchan 

dise comprising a front plate member pro 
vided with a horizontal closed slot located 
substantially centrally of its width, a sep 
arately formed supporting plate member ar 
ranged to extend through said slot to form 
a shelf portion in front of the front plate 
member and a brace member at the rear of 
the same, said members being in substan 
tially perpendicular relation to each other 
when in set position, and means predeter 

8 

mining the extent which said shelf portion 
projects from the front of said front plate 
member. 

2. A portable display shelf for merchan 
dise comprising a front plate member pro 
vided with a horizontal slot located sub 
stantially centrally of its width, a sepa 
rately formed supporting plate member ar 
ranged to extend through said slot to form 
a shelf portion in front of the front plate 
membel and a brace member at the rear of 
the same, the upper edge of said slot en 
gaging the Supporting plate member in rear 
of the engagement of the lower edge of the 
slot there with, said members being in sub 
stantially perpendicular relation to each 
other when in Set position, and means pre 
determining the extent which said shelf por 
tion projects from the front face of said 
front plate member. 

3. A portable display shelf for merchan 
dise comprising a front plate member pro 
vided with a horizontal closed slot located 
Substantially centrally of its width, a sep 
arately formed Supporting plate member 
arranged to extend through said slot to 
form a shelf portion in front of the front 
plate member and a brace member at the 
rear of the same, and shoulders extending 
laterally of the shelf portion and arranged 
to engage the rear face of said front plate 
member to predetermine the extent which 
said shelf portion projects from the front 
of said front plate member. 

4. A portable display shelf for merchan 
dise comprising a front plate member pro 
vided with a horizontal closed slot located 
substantially centrally of its width, a sep 
arately formed supporting plate member ar 
ranged to extend through said slot to form 
a shelf portion in front of the front plate 
member and a brace member at the rear 
of the same, and means predetermining the 
extent which said shelf portion projects 
from the front of said front plate member. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature. 
JOSEPH G. KRAFT. 
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