Oct. 16, 1928. " 1,688,282
- L. L. MALLARD R

ROCKER TOY

Filed March 30, 1928

{26
Guiventor

—28 ; ~Z28
?"‘ Lo_ganL. Mallard

Al
W—\
. @Hcmeﬁs




10

b
[+4

30

]

Patented Oct. 16, 1928.

UNITED STATES

1,688,282

PATENT OFFICE.

LOGAN L. MALLARD, OF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.

* * ROCKER TOY.

" Application filed Méufchr30,_1926. - Serial No. 98,544

My invention relates to mew .and useful
improvements in toys and more particularly

to a toy of a rocker type, the principal ob-

ject being to provide an invention of this
character - which  may
effect of a hobby horse and see-saw. :

A further object of the invention.resides

1n providing a device of this character which

may be used or constructed for use of one or
two’ persons, it being a further object to
provide a means for the enjoyment of chil-
dren in the homes where the use 'of moving
toys are not always convenient. =~

- Still another object resides in so construct-

ing the toy as to enable it to be given a. for-
ward or progressive movement, if desired.

A further object resides in providing a
device vhich is simple and. durable in con-

-struetion, inexpensive to manufacture and

one which will be very efficient and amusing
in use. : S ~
-~ With these and numerous other objects'in
view, my invention consists in the novel fea-
tures of construction, combination and. ar-
rangement of" parts, as will be hereinafter
referred to and more particularly pointed
out in the specification and elaims. ,
In the accompanying drawing forming a
part of this application,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device

constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion. - - Lo .
Figure 2 is a fragmentary side elevation of
a slight modification of the invention, show-
ing its application to use whereby two per-
sons may be seated thereon and operate
same. ' B
~Figure 8 is a fragmentary section show-
ing a slight modification of the footpiece
used .on the ground engaging element for

- giving progressive movement to the device,

Figure 4 is a section therethrough as seen

--on the line 4—4 of Figure 8, and

Figure 5 is a perspective view, in frag-
ment, of one end of the ground engaging

- element showing another form of means to

. produce progressive movement to the device:

4

In' describing the invention I shall refer-

to the drawing in which similar reference
characters designate corresponding. parts
throughout the several views and in which
1 designates an upper bar to the-ends of

. which are connected the downwardly and

outwardly inclined arms 2, arranged in pairs,

said arms forming supports for the bar 1

give ‘the combined .

“also-as foot rests.

and being mounted on a pair of rocker mem- -
bers. 3. These rocker members may be
braced together in any preferred'manner but
the transverse members 4 are also provided-
which are mounted on the upper edges of

{10

said rockers, acting as braces therefor and

_Pivotally connected to the bar 1 interme-.
diate the ends of the latter is-a depending

~arm- 5, the upper end of the latter being bi-

furcated to receive the bar 1 therein and the

- pivot being formed by the bolt 6. The lower

end of ‘the arm 5 is also bifurcated and
fulerumed between . the * furcations ‘is a
ground or floor engaging member 7. This.
member 7 is fulerumed to the lower end of
the arm 5 intermediate the ends of the former
and in the normal position of the device is

substantially parallel with the ground or

floora fraction of an inch thereabove. Con-

_nected with the member 7 which muay be

called;. for convenience, a ground or floor

‘pressure member is a link-8 which has its

connection adjacent the fulcrumed point of
sald member 7, the opposite end of said link
8 being engaged with an opening 9 in the’
bar 1 to one side of the center of the latter.
An operating member 10 -having a slot in-
termediate of its ends through which the bar
1-extends is fulcrumed intermediate of its
ends to said bar so that a portion extends
above and below the latter. -~ A: handle 11 is
mounted on the upper portion of the member
10 and the lower end of said member is con-
nected with the bar 5 by mesdns of a rectan-
gularly shaped link 12. A seat 13 is mount-
ed on- the bar 1 in a convenient:position
thereon so that a child may seat upon the
same and actuate the device. A pull or push
upon the handle 6 when the child is seated
on the device with its feet on the support
4 will obviously actuate the floor pressure
member 7, causing one end of the latter to
be forced downwardly into engagement with
the floor and rock the device. The engage-
ment of the member 7 with the floor obyi-
ously raises the one end of the device and
continuous pulling: and pushing of the op-
erating member “10° will produce.a continu-
ous: rocking motion. - If a forward or pro-
gressive movement is desired, means may be
applied to the ends of the member 7 to ac-
complish this result, as will appear in de-
tail-herebelow, it being understood that this
means may be applied to. the form of the
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device shown in Tigure 1 of the drawing as
well as any other form of the invention.

" As stated in the objects of the invention,.

this device is capable of use by one or two

~children, the change being slight in order to
accommodate more than one person. The-

principle of the invention remains the same
whether one or two persons use or actuate
the toy and herebelow I have described in
detail the modification iltustrated in Figure
9 whereby two children may be accomimo-
dated on the device. :

" TIn this modified form of the invention the
~general frame work is constructed the same

as in. the aforesaid form, consisting of an
upper bar 14, to the ends.of which are con-
nected in any desired manner the divergent
arms 15 which also connect with a pair of
rockers 16 adjacent the ends of the latter.
Toot vests 17, similar to the foot Tests in the

Afirst mentioned form are secured to the up-

per edges of the rockers 16, the same forming
braces for the latter as well as supports for

. the feet of the users of the toy. A pair of

‘seats 181s mounted on the bar 14 at the ends
of the latter so that two persons may be ac-

commodated and asthe foot rests 17 are con-
veniently located with respect to the seats,”

the feet of the two parties using the toy may
rest. thereon. - S ,

Fulcrumed on the bar 14 at a point desig-
nated by the numeral 19 is a lever 20 which

“projects downwardly below the bar to a point

40
. ously described form.
the ‘member 21 with the bar 14 as shown in

45

adjacent the ground or floor and also pro-

Jects a short distarice above the bar. A

ground ‘or floor pressure member 21 is piv-
oted intermediate of ils ends to the lower-
most bifurcated end of the lever 20 n a
manner similaxr to the construction and illus-
tration shown in connection with the previ-
A hink 22 connects

‘the previous form.  The extreme upper end
of the lever 20 is bifurcated and has secured

“thereto a short arm 23 to the ends of which
are connected the handles 24. A pair of han-
dles being -thus provided enables the two -

- occupants of the device tograsp the same on
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both sides of the lever and assist’in the oper-

“ation:of the toy. = . : ,
In order to protect the floor of the struc--

ture . where this toy-is used against scratch-
ing: and to further prevent noise, the lower

- faces-of the ends-of the floor pressure mem-
ber 21 may be covered with the contact strips
95 which may be formed of rubber, felf or

cloth, as desired. Both ends of the member
may be so provided, if desired, and -although

~not shown in connection ‘with the first men-
strips ‘may also

tioned: form, these contact

Jbe used there when desired. ,

To -produce. a-forward or progressive mo-:
“fion to the toy I have also provided for use-
‘on one end of the floor pressure member: 21

an additional element. This element con-

11,688,282

sists of a block 26 which is carried between
the arms of an inverted U-shaped strap 27,
the same being adapted to be placed over the
one end of the floor pressure member, as
clearly. shown in Figures 2 and 5 of the
drawing. The lower face of the block 26 is
covered with a contact strip 28 which is

preferably corrugated and formed of rubber,
felt or cloth, preferably the former. A leaf

spring 29 is secured at its one end fo the
crown of the strap 27 and its one end is bent

“to conform to an indentation formed in the
apper face of the member 21, as showz, from
this construction it will be-sesn that when:

the strap 27 is slipped over the end of the

~member 21 the same together with its block

26 will be held in the position shown under
the spring tension. Qbviously the projec-
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tion on the lower face of:one end of the mem-«

ber 21 will eanse a gradual progressive move-
= S

~ment in one direction as the toy is recked

continuously: '

T have shown a slight medification of this -
idea in Figures 3 and 4 wherein the end 30
of a floor or ground pressure member is il-

lustrated to which ig applied a rubber sleeve
31, the under face of which is corrugated as
shown at 82. Obviously this rubber slecve

may be readily applied to-the ground pres--
sure member and held thereon by being

stretched into. position as a contact face

thereof will cause the progressive movement -

in one direction as the toy is rocked.

It will be seen from the foregoing that I-
have provided a toy wcapable of being used
for one or two children-and ene which will
give considerable entertainment and amuse-
ment. The main portions of the device are
made of wood, although the same may be

constructed of other material and it is so de-

signed that-it may be knocked down -and
shipped from place to place in compacted

form. The toy may be:painted in varied

colors with various designs thereon to appear
attractive to the eye of the children and
others and being constructed of few and

-simple parts, the same miay be manufactured

and sold at a-comparatively low cost.
From the foregoing it will be seen that I

- have provided a simple, inexpensive and effi-
cient means for carrying out the objects of

the invention and while I have particularly
described the elements best adapted to per-

form the functions set forth, it is obvious’

that varicus -changés in form, proportion

-and inthe minor details of construetion may

be. resorted to without ‘departing from the
spirit- or sacrificing any of the principles of -

_the invention. - , 3
. ‘Having thus described the invention what

is claimed is: R _

- 1."Atoy of the class described comprismg
a ‘body including rockers, a:double ended
floor pressure member pivoted on said body
and suspended between said rockers, the ends
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of said floor pressure member being alter-
nately engageable with the floor and means
for manually actuating said floor pressure
member.

2. A toy of the class described, compris-
ing a body including rockers, a lever sus-
pended from said body between said rockers,
a- double ‘ended floor pressure member piv-
oted intermediate of its pressure ends to
the lower end of said lever, said pressure
ends of the member being alternately en-
gageable with the floor as the lever is moved
forwardly and rearwardly and means for
manually actuating said lever. :

3. A toy of the class described comprising
a'body including rockers, a lever pivoted to
said body and suspended between said rock-
ers to a point above the surface of the floor,
a floor pressure member pivoted to the'lower
end of said lever, a link connection between

-said member and said body, and means for

manually actuating said lever. o

4. A toy of the class described comprising
a body including rockers, a lever pivoted to
said body and suspended between the afore-
said rocker, the lower end of said lever being
above the surface of the floor; a positive
acting double ended floor pressure member
pivoted intermediate of its pressure ends to
the lower end of said lever, said pressure
ends of the member being alternately en-
gageable with the floor as said lever is moved
forwardly and rearwardly and means for
manually actuating said lever.

5. A toy of the class described comprising
a body including rockers, a.lever pivoted to
said body and suspended between said rock-

ers, the lower end of said lever terminating

at 9 point above the surface of the floor, a
floor pressure member pivoted intermediate
of its ends to the lower end of said lever,
means linking said body with said floor pres-
sure member on one side of the cénter of the

3

latter and means for manually actuating said
lever. — 4

6. A toy of the class described comprising
a body including rockers, a lever pivoted to
said body and suspended therefrom between

“sald rockers, the lower end of said lever ter-

minating at a point above the surface of the
floor, a floor pressure member pivoted inter:
mediate of its ends to the lower end of said
lever, a link member engaged with said floor
pressure member on one side of the center
of the latter and also having connection with
the upper portion of said body and means
for manually actuating said lever.

7. A toy of the clags described comprising

& body including rockers, a positive acting

double -ended floor pressure member pivo-
tally suspended from said body bétween said
rockers, contact strips applied to the floor
engaging ends of said member to prevent
noise and damage and means for manually
actuating said member.

8. A toy of the class described comprising
a. body including rockers, a positive acting
double ended floor pressure member pivot-

ally suspended from said body between said

rockers, means for manually actuating said

member and means selectively applied to one’

end of said floor pressure member for pro-
ducing progressive movement in either. di-
rection as the body is rocked.

9. A toy of the class described comprising
a body including rockers, a lever suspended
from said body between said rockers, a floor
pressure member pivoted to the lower end
of said lever, means for manually actuating
said lever and means adapted for application

removably to one end of said -floor pressure

member for producing progressive :move-
ment in one direction as said body is rocked.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

LOGAN L. MALLARD.

45

50

55 .

80

65

70

75

80



