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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ALBERT C. BECK, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 

CTAVIP FOR, HOLDING FORWIS OR STRETCHERS FOR, HOSIERY. 

Application filed September 16, 1909. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALBERT C. BECK, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Clamps for Holding Forms or Stretchers 
for Hosiery, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention relates to an improved 

clamp for holding forms or stretchers for 
hosiery, the object of the invention being 
to provide an improved device of this kind, 
which can be operated by pressure of the 
body to securely hold a form or stretcher for 
hosiery, leaving the operator's hands free to 
manipulate the stocking and force it onto 
the form or stretcher. 
A further object is to provide an im 

proved device of this kind, which is of ex 
tremely simple inexpensive construction, 
which can be readily secured to a table or 
other similar support, and which will most 
effectually clamp the form or stretcher in 
operative position when pressure is applied 
against the device by the body of the oper 
atOr. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction, and combinations and ar 
rangements of parts as will be more fully 
hereinafter described and pointed out in the 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1, 
is a perspective view illustrating my im 
provements. Fig. 2, is a view in cross sec 
tion of the device. Fig. 3, is a top plan 
view, and Fig. 4, is a view in end elevation 
showing the device in position to clamp the 
form or stretcher. 

1 represents a table or other suitable Sup 
port to which my improved device is con 
nected by hinges 2, one leaf of each hinge 
being secured to the top of the table, and 
the other leaf to a longitudinal bar 3. An 
elongated block 4 is fixed to bar 3, and a 
second elongated block 5 is connected to 
block 4 by means of hinges 6, said block 5 
being so positioned that its shoulder 7 
serves as a stop to limit the outward hinged 
movement of the block 5. Block 4 is pref 
erably provided on its upper face with a 
longitudinal recess 7, and a metal Wearing 
plate 8 is secured in this recess, and is bent 
upward at its outer edge and disposed in the 
front of the block 5. 
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A sheet of leather 9 is secured to the in 
ner face of block 5, and a leather covering 
10 is secured over the upper edge of bar 3, 
and around a longitudinal flange or en 
largement 11 on said bar, and operates with 
the leather sheet 9 to frictionally engage a 
form or stretcher shown in dotted lines at 12 
in Fig. 4. 
To normally hold the block 5 in the posi 

tion shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, a bowspring 
18 is Secured at one end to bar 3, and at its 
other end bears outward against a pin 14 on block 5. So that the pressure of this spring 
normally holds the block in the position 
shown. 

In operation, the stretcher or form shown 
at 12 is positioned between block 5 and the 
leather cushion 11, and the operator presses 
his body as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4 
against block 5, pressing the latter toward 
the table, when this block 5 will securely 
clamp the form or stretcher at an angle 
shown in Fig. 4, which disposes the form or 
stretcher in just the proper position for 
ready manipulation of the hose to stretch it 
Onto the form, and the operator's hands are 
both free to manipulate the stocking. When 
he relieves the block 5 of pressure, the spring 
13 Will return the block to normal position, 
form 12 with the stocking thereon can be re 
moved and an empty form placed in position 
to receive the next stocking. 
Various slight changes might be made in 

the general form and arrangement of parts 
described without departing from my in 
vention, and hence I do not restrict myself 
to the precise details set forth, but consider 
myself at liberty to make such changes and 
alternations as fairly fall within the spirit 
and scope of the claims. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a bar, of a cushion on 
the bar, a block Secured to the bar, a second 
block, hinges connecting said blocks, a 
leather strip secured to the inner face of 
Said thinged block, a spring exerting out 
Ward pressure on said hinged block, and 
Said hinged block having a shoulder limit 
ing its outward movement. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a longitudinal bar, of 
a longitudinal block secured to said bar, a 
second longitudinal block, hinges connecting 
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said blocks, a leather strip secured over said 
bar and forming a cushion, a leather strip or 
plate secured to the inner face of Said block, 
a flat spring secured at one end to said bar, a 
pin in said hinged block against which said 
spring bears, said hinged block having a 
shoulder limiting its outward movement. 

3. in a device of the character described, 
the combination with a longitudinal bar, of 
a longitudinal block Secured to said bar, a 
Second longitudinal block, hinges connecting 
said blocks, a leather strip secured over said 
bar and forming a cushion, a leather strip 
or plate secured to the inner face of said 
block, a flat spring secured at one end to 
said bar, a pin in said hinged block against 
which said spring bears, said hinged block 
having a shoulder limiting its outward 
movement, said fixed block having a longi 
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tudinal recess in its upper face, and a wear 
ing plate secured in said recess. 

4. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a support, of a longi 
tudinal bar, hinges connecting said bar with 
Said support, a cushion on said bar, a longi 
tudinal block fixed to said bar, a second lon 
gitudinal block having hinged connection 
With said fixed block, a cushion on the bar 
toward which said hinged block is adapted 
to be moved, and a spring normally holding 
said hinged block away from said cushion. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ALBERT C. BECK. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. KRENKEL, 
J. A. L. MULHALL. 
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