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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain ¢laims under Articla 17(2)(a) for the following reasens:

1. D Claims Nos.:
becausa they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. [X] ciaims Nos.: 1-3

becausze thay relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescibed requirements to such
an axtent that no meaningful intemational search can be carried out, specificaily:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claime and are not drafied In accordance with the sacond and third santences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.Ill  Observations where unity of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of ltem 3 of first aheat)

This Interational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemnational application, as follows:
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addltional fees.

L1 D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intamationat search report covers
only those claims for which faes were paid, specifically clalms Nos.:

4, [:' Ne requirsd additional search feas were timaly paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the lnvention first mentioned in the claims; it Is covered by claims Nos.;

Remark on Protast DTha additional search fees were accompaniod by the applicant's protast and, where applicable, the
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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-3

Independent claim 1 refers to a method of producing a sheet. In said
method a virgin thermoplastic polyolefin 1s blended with a multiple
layer structure. Said multiple layer structure has a base layer and a
cap Tayer. Said cap layer comprises a gloss resin.

The melt flow rate of the gloss resin 1s, according to claim 1,
adjusted so that the recycled sheet has a sag resistance index (SRI =
SRR/SRV) Tless that or equal to about 1.5.

Claim 1, the description as well as the examples are absolutely
silent how this last condition §s to be fulfilled:

(i) it is absolutely unclear how a skilled worker can adjust
the MFI of gloss resin (which is also not a resin but a composition, see
paragraph [0031]) which is part of cap layer (....cap layer
comprising( } a gloss resin....) of a layered structure,

(ii) how can a skilled worker measure any change in MFI of a
gloss resin (i.e. composition) which is part of a layer of a layered
structure? By scraping it of, and isolating the gloss resin
(composition) from any other components present in the cap layer and by
what methods? On top of this, there is no indication whatsoever in the
application which would show any relevance hetween such measurements and
the scope of the claim.

(iii) The chemical composition of the cap and the base layer
of the multi layer structure and the absolute and relative amounts of
all components.are not defined in claim 1. The claim covers situations
in which any "adjusiment”™ of the MFI of the gloss resin in the cap layer
has no effect at all, since the effect is caused by the chemical
composition, the MFI and the absolute and relative amount of the base
layer,

(iv) how can a skilled worker establish the scope of the
ctaims if he is unaware how to perform the claimed invention, not only
as such, but over the whole range claimed?

Thus, the scope of claim 1-3 are considered to be so obscure (Art. 6
PCT) and the claimed invention covered by said claims is considered to
be so insufficient disclosed (Art. 5 PCT) that any meaningful search is
not possible.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims retating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination {(Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPD, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
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out during examination before the EPC (see EPO Guideline C-V¥I, B.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome. ‘
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