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1. Claim. (C. 259-144) 

This invention pertains to drink-stirring implements 
such as are sometimes referred to as "muddlers,' used for 
stirring beverages, particularly those served in tall glasses, 
for example highballs. While such stirring implements 
may be made of relatively expensive materials, for in 
stance, sterling silver or silver plate, they are more usually 
made of a relatively inexpensive material, for example, 
a hard synthetic plastic, so that the establishment serving 
the drinks will not seriously object if a guest carries the 
implement away with him as a souvenir--a custom so 
general that muddlers are commonly used as an advertis 
ing medium, having embossed or printed thereon the 
name of the establishment in which the drink is served. 
Although the usual muddler is thus relatively inexpen 
sive, drink dispensers prefer to avoid unnecessary waste 
of these devices. However, when a party of guests is 
served with successive rounds of drinks, good usage, as 
Well as hygienic principles, demand either a fresh glass 
and muddler for each successive drink, or at least that 
care be exercised to return to the individual guest the 
same glass and muddler used in serving a previous drink. 
Even though servitors may be instructed to use care in 
providing fresh glasses and muddlers with each drink 
(a practice which, of course, increases the cost of service), 
or to be sure to return the same glass and muddler to 
the guest, some guests may doubt the actuality of these 
practices and question whether the same glass and muddler 
are being returned to them. 
The present invention has for one object the provision 

of a drink-stirring device or muddler which, if desired, may 
be made of inexpensive material (for example of mold 
able plastic and having the functional characteristics ex 
pected of such devices), but which provides for so identi 
fying an individual muddler, that unintentional or care 
less interexchange of muddlers among guests may easily 
be detected at a glance. 
A further object is to provide a muddler capable of 

being made simply and cheaply, as by molding or die press 
ing, and wherein the paddle or stirring portion of the 
device is so devised as to afford a flat field of substantial 
dimensions for the display of indicating indicia. 
A further object is to provide a muddler adapted to be 

manufactured in sets, for instance, sets of six or twelve 
wherein each muddler of a given set has a conspicuous 
identifying symbol so that each of the muddlers of the 
set may easily be recognized and distinguished from 
others. 
A further object is to provide a drink-stirring device of 

the kind wherein an elongate relatively narrow handle has 
a relatively wide paddle or stirring portion integrally 
joined to the handle at one end of the latter and wherein 
the paddle portion is wafer-like in form and is provided 
on one of its broad faces with an integral, identifying 
symbol, preferably in cameo. 

Other and further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be pointed out in the following more detailed 
description and by reference to the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein 
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Fig. 1 is a front elevation, to somewhat enlarged scale, 

of a stirring device or muddler according to a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the device being shown 
inverted, that is to say with its paddle or stirring portion uppermost; 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the device shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section substantially on the line 

3-3 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a section substantially on the line 4-4 of 

Fig. 1, showing the paddle or stirring portion of the de 
vice to larger scale; 

Fig. 5 is a section on the line 5-5 of Fig. 1 to much larger scale; 
Fig. 6 is a composite fragmentary view illustrating a 

set of muddlers according to the present invention, each 
muddler of the set having a distinctive identifying sym 
bol; , 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary front elevation showing the 
stirring or paddle portion of the muddler, this stirring or 
paddle portion being of a different contour from that 
illustrated in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 7, but showing a stir 
ring or paddle portion of a still different contour, and 

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 7 showing a stirring or 
paddle portion of another contour. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 10 designates 
a muddler according to the present invention wherein the 
stirring or paddle portion is substantially square in front 
elevation. This muddler or stirring device comprises the 
elongate handle 11 which as here illustrated is provided 
at one end with a smoothly rounded surface, here shown 
as a bead or ball 12 of substantially spherical contour. 
At the opposite end of the handle there is arranged the 
stirring or paddle portion 13. The muddler here illus 
trated consists of a unitary mass of material, for exam 
ple, a synthetic plastic which is capable of being shaped 
by molding and which when once shaped is hard and 
shape-retaining; impervious to moisture; and unaffected 
by the Substances commonly included in beverages. 
Plastics of the acrylic type or styrene plastics may be 
mentioned as of the kind useful for the purpose. The 
implement may be formed by a customary molding proc 
ess, such as is used in the plastic arts, or, alternatively, 
it may be made from sheet material by suitable die pressing operations. 

Merely for illustration and without limitation, the 
handle portion 11 may, as here illustrated, be substan 
tially rectangular in transverse section (Fig. 5) with a 
right-to-left dimension of the order of 3As of an inch, and 
a front-to-rear dimension of the order of 4 of an inch. 
The ball or bead 12 at the end of the handle may, for 
example, be 46 of an inch in diameter, and the paddle 
or stirring portion 13, when of square contour, as illus 
trated in Figs. 1-6, may be of the order of 2% of an inch 
measured between parallel edges at the rear side of the 
implement and of the order of 2% of an inch measured 
between parallel sides of the stirring portion 13 at the 
front face of the latter. 
As here illustrated (Figs. 2, 3 and 4) the rear face 14 

of the stirring portion is flat and smooth and located 
(Fig. 3) in a plane approximately midway between the 
front and rear surfaces 15 and 16 of the handle portion. 
The paddle portion 13, as here illustrated, is wafer-like 
in its form, comprising a thin web 17, whose forward 
face 18 is substantially in the plane of the front face 
15 of the handle portion, this web being of the order of 
A6 of an inch in thickness. The front face 18 of this 
web portion is bordered by a rib 19, Fig. 4, having a front 
face 20 which is substantially parallel to the surface 18 
and which may, for example, be of the order of 4 of 
an inch in width. The outer face 21 of this rib slopes 
from front to rear, the distance between the surfaces 14 
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and 20 being of the order- of 342 of an inch. The slope 
of the Surface 2 results from the fact that the trans 
verse dimensions of the rear face 14 of the paddle por 
tion are somewhat greater' than those of the front of the 
paddle portion, measured between the outer edges of the 
surface 20 at opposite sides of the paddle portion as 
above -suggested. From this construction and from the 
dimensions above noted it will be apparent that the sur 
face 20 is in a plane which is forward of the surface 15 
of the handle. The flat forward face 18 of the wafer 
like paddle portion provides a field of substantial dimen 
isions for the display of a symbol or indicia. Such in 
dicia, as here illustrated, consists of integral portions of 
the material of the paddle portion projecting forwardly 
from the surface 18 in cameo fashion, as illustrated at 
22, Fig. 3, with the forward face of each element of the 
symbol preferably lying in the plane of the forward sur 
face 20 of the rib. As above noted, the rear face 14 
of the paddle portion is offset forwardly from the rear 
face 16 of the handle, and as shown in Fig. 2, the handle 
portion extends upwardly at 23 above the lower corner 
of the paddle portion, thus providing a mass of material 
for firmly uniting the paddle portion to the handle. As 
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, the paddle portion 13, which 
as already noted is of square contour, is arranged with : 
one of its diagonals on the center line of the handle. 
However, although this arrangement of the paddle por 
tion is desirable for aesthetic reasons, it may be desirable 
to arrange the square paddle portion with one of its edges 
perpendicular to the centerline of the handle. 
As above noted, the dimensions suggested are merely 

by way of the illustration of an implement of a conven 
ient size for the intended purpose and whereby the in 
plement may readily be made by operations such as above 
suggested and which, when completed, will be light in ). 
weight, pleasing in appearance, and capable of performing 
its desired functions as a stirring element, and with the 
novel advantages accruing from the present invention. 

Fig. 6 illustrates how the stirring device of the present 
invention may be made to solve the problem above dis 
cussed, that is to say, insuring the return to an individual 
‘user of the same muddler which was served with his first 
drink. Thus, in Fig. 6 the numerals 10, 10a, etc., indi 
cate muddlers each having a stirring or paddle portion 
of the same contour and dimensions, but wherein each 
'one of the series is provided with a symbol or identifying 
indicia on its front face whereby it may readily be dis 
tinguished from others. This set of muddlers shown in Fig. 6 is whimsically provided with identifying indicia 
corresponding to customary traffic signs found along the 
roadway. EIowever, it is contemplated that other sym 
bols or indicia may be employed, as illustrated, for exam 
ple in Figs. 7, 8 and 9. In Fig. 7 the stirring portion 
10 instead of being square, as illustrated in the previous 
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4. 
-figures, is a regular-octagon, with one of its edges per 
pendicular to the central longitudinal line of the handle, 
and the field 18 of this front face is provided with a 
letter of the alphabet to form the identifying symbol. 
In Fig. 8 the muddler 10y has a paddle portion of 

circular contour, whose front display field has thereon a 
numeral to form the identifying symbol. 

In Fig. 9 the muddler has the stirring or paddle por 
tion 107, which in this instance is of truncated triangular 
form, with its smaller end attached to the handle and 
with its wider top edge perpendicular to the axis of the 
handle, and having on its display field 18 a star illustra 
tive of any of numerous geometrical shapes which may 
be employed as a designating symbol. 

While certain desirable embodiments of the invention 
have herein been described and illustrated, by way of 
example, it is understood that the invention is broadly in 
clusive of any and all modifications falling within the 
scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: A drink-stirring implement of the kind wherein an 
elongate handle, approximately rectangular in trans 
verse section, has a paddle at one end, the handle and 
paddle being an integral mass of hard, impervious, shape 
retaining material, characterized in that the paddle is 
wafer-like having a smooth, flat rear face, iocated sub 
stantially in the plane of the longitudinal axis of the 
handle, the front face of the paddle being bounded by a 
forwardly directed rib that defines a field for display of 
identifying indicia, the forward face of which is in sub 
stantially the same plane as the front face of the handle 
and whose outer edge surface extends rearwardly to the 
rear face of the paddle and forms the marginal edge of 
the paddle, said display field having identifying indicia 
projecting forwardly from the field with its forward face 
substantially in the plane of the front edge of the rib, 
the handle being provided with a bead at the end opposite 
the paddle, that end portion-of-the-handle which is united 
to the paddle being offset-rearwardly from the rear face 
-of-the paddle and extending above the lowest point of the 
paddle. 
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