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(57) Abstract: Thermal environments and the like vary with the position in a semiconductor substrate, and cause inconveniences at a
particular place in some cases. Two or more pads (22, 26) are made conductive with respect to a gate area (30), and pads to which a
gate voltage is to be applied are made selectable. For example, in the case where peripheral portions tend to be overheated, an ON
voltage is applied to the first pad (22) so that the peripheral portions are turned on later than center portions, and an OFF voltage is
applied to the second pad (26) so that the peripheral portions are turned off earlier than the center portions. This addresses a problem
that overheating tends to occur in the peripheral portions. In the case where excessive current flows thereby causing temperature to
rise, an OFF voltage is applied to the second pad (26). This addresses a problem that temperature tends to rise in the peripheral por -
tions when excessive current flows.
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