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To all, uhon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ALEXANDERYOUNG CUN 

NINGHAM, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Attleboro, in the county of Bristol 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented a 
new and useful Improvement in Lockets, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention has reference to an improve 

ment in the construction of lockets, and more 
particularly to an improvement in the con 
struction of a concealed hinge for lockets. 
The object of my invention is to secure the 

hinge to the sides of the locket without the 
use of solder. 
A further object of my invention is to con 

struct a concealed spring-hinged locket, the 
tension of the spring operating to keep the 
locket closed. 
My invention consists in the peculiar and 

novel construction of the frames forming the 
spring-hinge and the two sides of the locket 
having double undercut inner edges for the 
spring-hinge frames and the picture-retaining 
rings, as will be more fully set forth herein 
after. 

Figure 1 is a view looking at the inside of 
the back and front sides of the locket. Fig. 
2 is a view of the frames forming the concealed 
Spring-hinge of the locket. Fig. 3 is a view 
of the two picture-retaining rings. Fig. 4 is 
an enlarged view of the locket, showing the 
locket open and the picture-retaining rings re 
moved. Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken cen 
trally through the hinge and showing the 
locket in the open position. Fig. 6 is an en 
larged detail sectional view, showing the in 
ner double undercut edge of the locket sides 
for the hinge-frames and the picture - retain 
ing rings; and Fig. 7 is a view looking at the 
inside of a modified form of locket, showing. 
the construction used when the hinge is not 
concealed. 

In the drawings, a represents the locket, b 
and b the frames forming the hinge, and cand 
d' the picture-retaining rings. The side a 
forms the back, and the side a the front, of the 
locket (, both sides having the double under 
cut inner edges a” (t, with the grooves d and e 
and the depressed interior recesses a' and (i. 

The front has the cut-out portion (in the edge 
a' for the hinge, and the back has the cut-out 
portion (t', with the projections (ta in the edge 
a'. This cut-out portion a forms a recess for 
the edge of the front side a to enter when the 
locket is opened, and the projections (if (t 
form stops to limit the opening of the locket. 
On the back at of the locket is secured the 
ring (t" for Suspending the locket from the ar 
ticle to which it is to be attached. The hinge 
frames () and 0 are formed from sheet metal 
having a spring tension, the frame b having 
the opening land the Spring-tongue l' cut 
inwardly from the edge, the end of the tongue 
forming one part of the hinge, and the frame 
b' having the central opening "to form a ring 
and the outwardly-projecting fingers bl” 
forming the other part of the hingel", which 
isformed by rolling the ends of the tongue and 
fingers over a pin. 
The parts of the locket are assembled by 

forcing the hinge-frame b into the depressed 
recess at of the back at and into the grooved 
and by forcing the hinge-framel' into the de 
pressed recess (t” in the front at and into the 
grooved in the edge (t, bringing the tongue 
t” in the cut-out portion a' of the back a? and 
the hingel" in the cut-out portion (t' of the 
front af. The picture-retaining ring G is now 
forced into the groove e in the edge (t' of the 
back and the ring 6' into the groove e of the 
front side of the locket, forming spaces be 
tween the hinge-frames and the retaining 
rings for the insertion of thin disks of trans 
parent celluloid and the pictures or similar ar 
ticles. By this novel construction the hinge 
is firmly secured to the locket without the use 
of solder, rivets, or similar means, and the 
tension of the spring-tongue on the hinge as 
sists in closing and holds the front of the 
locket in the closed position. 

It is evident that the locket could be oval, 
Square, or any shape desired without mate 
rially affecting the spirit of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, Iclaim 

as new and desire to secure by LettersFPatent 
1. In a locket, the combination with the 

front and back each provided with an undercut 
groove, of two frames hinged together and 
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secured in the grooves of the front and back, 
as described. 

2. In a locket, two parts having grooves and 
forming the front and back of the locket, two 
frames secured in said grooves and hinged to 
gether, the hinged portion of one frame be 
ing located at the end of a spring-tongue form 
ing part of that frame, as described. 

3. In a locket, the combination with a part 
forming the front provided with an undercut 
groove, and a frame secured to the part in 
Said groove, of a part forming the back and 
having an undercut groove therein, a frame 
formed with a spring-tongue and secured in 
said groove of said part, the spring-tongue of 
one frame being connected with the other 
frame to form a hinge, as described. 

4. In a locket, two parts forming the front 
and back having two undercut grooves in each 
part, two frames shaped to fit the inner grooves 
in each part and connected to form a hinge, 
and two picture-retaining rings shaped to fit 
the two outer grooves, as described. 
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5. In a locket, the combination with the side 
a forming the back and the side a' forming 
the front of the locket, and having the inner 
edges act with the undercut grooves d and e 
and the depressed recesses (t' and a”, the cut 
out portion (t' in the edge (t” of the front (t 
and the cut-outportion (t' with projections (ca. 
in the edge (c.' of the back (t, and the ring (t 
secured to the back, of the hinge-frames band 
l', the frame b having the opening land the 
Spring-tongue l', and the frame b having the 
opening ' and the fingers t” ”, the hinge l' 
formed by rolling the ends of the tongue and 
fingers over a pin, and the picture-retaining 
rings 6 and d", all for the purpose as described. 

In testimony whereofI have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two Sub 
scribing witnesses. 

AIEXANDER YOUNG CUNNINGHAM, 

Witnesses: 
FRED C. WILMARTH, 
DAVID L. LOW. 
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