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(57) In an apparatus for producing cork stoppers
(12) or the like, in which the stoppers have a substan-
tially cylindrical central portion (14) having a longitudinal
axis (X) and in which at least a disk element (16, 18) is
joined to a corresponding end (14a, 14b) of the central
portion (14), to join the disk element (16, 18) to the cen-
tral portion (14), the central portion (14) itself is posi-
tioned with the longitudinal axis (X) oriented substantial-
ly horizontal. An apparatus for the production of the

Apparatus and Method for the Production of Stoppers

aforesaid cork stoppers (12) comprises a station (20) for
distributing glue on at least an end (14a, 14b) of the cen-
tral portion (14) of the stopper (12); a station (22) for
applying at least a disk element (16, 18) to the end (144,
14b) and means (24) for conveying the central portion
(14) between the glue distribution station (20) and the
station (22) for applying the disk element (16, 18). In the
apparatus, the conveying means (24) maintain the lon-
gitudinal axis (X) of the central portion (14) oriented sub-
stantially horizontal.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-49 and 50 to 54 (when dependent on claim 49)
Apparatus and method for producing cork stoppers where a

central portion is oriented substantially horizontally

2. Claims: 50 (when not dependent on claim 49},
51 to 54 (when dependent on claim 50 and when
claim 50 is not dependent from claim 49) and 55

A method for producing cork stoppers having a disk element
and a central portion by using a single-component
polyurethane glue to join the disk element (16, 18) to the
central portion (14) of the stopper (12).
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