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To all whom it inctly conce7n 
Be it known that I, JAMES F. MUNSIE, a 

British subject, residing at Brooklyn, in the 
County of Kings and State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Distributing Binding-Posts for 
Electrical Conductors; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. , 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in distributing bind 
ing-posts for electrical conductors, and is de 
signed to provide a simple, compact, and in 
expensive device from which the principal 
Or main current from any suitable electric 
Source may be distributed to lamps or other 
translating devices along the line, and which 
Will also serve as an attachment-point for 
“dead” wires or wires temporarily out of 
SeWCe. 

In the accompanying drawings, illustrative 
of my invention, Figure 1. represents a top 
view of one of the screw-plugs employed in 
Connection with my invention. Fig. 2 repre 
sents the complete device in plan. Fig. 3 
represents the same in vertical central sec 
tion and partial elevation, and Fig. 4 repre 
Sents a Section on the line 44 of Fig. 3. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate 
similar parts throughout the several views. 
The distributing device consists, primarily, 

of a metallic base or main body portion hav 
ing flanges 4 5, whereby it may be conven 
iently attached by screws or the like to a 
Suitable Support at the point from which the 
distribution is to be made. This main body 
portion consists of an outer shell G and an 
inner core 7, adapted to be screwed down into 
the Same upon the line-wire 8, so as to make 
good electrical contact there with. To secure 
this result the sides of the shell 6 are recessed 
or cut away, as shown at 910, so as to permit 
the line-wire to be inserted within said re 
cesses. The core 7 is then screwed down upon 
the line-wire by means of a spanner-wrench, 
whose pin projections enter the holes 11 of 
the core 7. 
The core 7 is internally screw-threaded, as 

shown, for the reception of the screw-threaded 
stem 12 of the screw-plug 13. Surrounding 
said stem loosely are the metallic Washel's 14 
15, adapted to receive between them one of 
the distributing-wires, as 16, leading to an 55 
electric-light or other translating device. The 
presence of these washers lessen the liability 
of the wire 16 to abrasion when the plug 13 
is screwed down, and also distributes and 
equalizes the clamping - pressure upon the 6c 
wire when the screw-thread joint becomes 
WOII. . 

The distributing-wire 17 is brought into 
electrical connection with the base and con 
sequently with the line-wire S by means simi- 65 
lar to those described, the metallic screw 
plug 18 corresponding in construction and 
operation to the metallic screw-plug 13, and 
the metallic washers 19 20 to the metallic 
washers 14 15. In like manner additional 7 O 
screw-plugs and washers may be superim 
posed one upon the other, according to the 
exigencies of the use for which the distribut 
ing device is to be employed. In all in 
stances, however, it will be preferable to form 75 
the outermost hollow screw-plug 21 (for the 
distributing-wire 22) of hard rubber, vulcan 
ite, or similar insulating material, so that 
the cap-screw 23, which is to be made, pref 
erably, of like insulating material, may serve 8o 
to clamp in place such dead wires, as 24, as 
are temporarily not in use. The Washers 25 
26 for the conductor 22 are of course of metal. 
For purposes of convenience and safety I 

provide the metallic screw-plugs 13 S, and 85 
also the base portion of the distributing de 
vice, with a coating or covering of insulating 
material, as indicated more clearly in Fig. 3. 
The tops of the screw-plugs are provided 
with a cross-slot 27, as shown in Fig. 1, for 9o 
engagement with a screw-driver, should it be 
found necessary to employ one, 
The operation of the device will be readily 

apparent from the description hereinbefore 
given of the arrangement and construction of 95 
parts. By loosening up or unscrewing either 
of the plugs 13, 18, or 21 the corresponding 
distributing-wire may be detached, thereby 
breaking its electrical connection with the 
line-wire, and the detached wire may then IOO 



O 

25 

for convenience be clamped to the device by 
the insulating cap-screw 23 until again de 
sired for use. - 

The entire device will be found of especial 
utility in distributing-stations and in build 
ings where it is important to economize space 
and to Secure a compact and orderly arrange 
ment of the circuits. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. A distributing device for electrical con 
ductors consisting, of a base of conducting 
material adapted to be connected to the line 
wire, and a series of screw-plugs of conduct 
ing material fitting one within the other and 
adapted to clamp distributing-wires between 
them, substantially as described. 

2. A distributing device for electrical con 
ductors, consisting of a base of conducting 
material adapted to be connected to the line 
wire, and a series of screw-plugs of conduct 
ing material fitting one within the other and 
adapted to clamp distributing-wires between 
them, an outer screw-plug of insulating ma 
terial, and a cap-screw for clamping dead 
wires to said insulating screw-plug, substan 
tially as described. - 

3. A distributing device for electrical con 
ductors, consisting of a base of conducting 
material adapted to be connected to the line 
wire, and a series of screw-plugs of conduct 
ing material fitting one within the other and 
adapted to clamp distributing-wires between 
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them, and metallic washers located between 
the screw-plugs, substantially as described. 

4. A distributing device for electrical con 
ductors, consisting of a base formed of an 
outer shell recessed for the passage of the 
line-wire, and an inner core screwing down 
upon said line-wire and a series of screw 
plugs of conducting material fitting one with 
in the other and adapted to clamp distribut 
ing-wires between them, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

5. A distributing device for electrical con 
ductors, consisting of a base of conducting 
material adapted to be connected to the line 
wire, and a series of screw-plugs of conduct 
ing material fitting one within the other and 
adapted to clamp distributing-wires between 
them, an outer screw-plug of insulating ma 
terial, and a cap-screw for clamping dead 
wires to said insulating screw-plug, the base 
and metallic screw-plugs having a protective 
insulating - covering, substantially as de 
scribed. 

6. A compound binding-post provided with 
conducting-connections for live wires and an 
insulating-connection for dead wires, Sub 
stantially as described. - 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. . . . 

JAMES F. MUNSIE. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN C. PENNIE, 
H. B. ZEVELY. 
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