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1 Claim. 

This invention relates particularly to under 
garments, and more especially to that type of 
undergarments which is manufactured or knit 
of light material, such as silk, rayon, and simi 
lar threads, where it is desired to produce a light 
and flexible covering which is “full-fashioned' 
to the shape of the body of the Wearer. 
This invention is particularly adapted to th 

manufacture of underwear, in which the mate 
10 rial is originally knit in flat form with an ar 

rangement of loops or stitches to cause a more 
perfect fit of the article to the human form. The 
longitudinal selvage edges are brought together 
and fastened by elastic seams at necessary points. 
The object of this invention is to produce an 

undergarment which can be readily manufac 
tured on knitting machines like those heretofore 
ordinarily employed in the manufacture of "full 
fashioned' silk hosiery, said material being knit 

20 in the form of interlacing loops which form suc 
cessive Wales in the fabric. 

Heretofore, in the manufacture of undergar 
ments, such as short pants, trunks, and other 
articles of that type, it has been necessary to 

25 cut out from a sheet of material elements to 
form the garment, such cutting necessarily pro 
ducing rough or raveling edges. Such pieces of 
fabric when so formed have been usually stitched 
together on a usual sewing machine to form the 

30 desired garment. Such fabrics when used for 
this purpose have usually consisted of woven 
or warp knit material which has been substan 
tially inelastic or non-resilient. 
The construction herein described provides a, 

35 very elastic garment of silk or similar material, 
which will allow the fabric to expand or con 
tract, according to variations in the size of the 
body of the wearer, and owing to elasticity of the 
fabric and its “full-fashioned' construction will 
enclose the outline of the body of the Wearer 
without discomfort, and in a Smooth and un 
Winkled nanner. 
For a detailed description of one form of my 

invention which I at present deem preferable, 
45 reference may be had to the following specifica 

tion and to the accompanying drawing forming 
a part thereof, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a garment Sub 
stantially in the form as applied to the body of 

50 the wearer. 
Figure 2 is a similar side view thereof. 
Figure 3 is a front elevation of the front por 

tion of the garment illustrated in Fig. 1, and 
separated from the rear portion. 

55 Figure 4 is an elevation of the rear portion of 

4. C 

(C. 2-113) 
the garment as shown in side view in Figure 
2, the lower portions of both of the said pieces 
being cut away to conserve space. 

Referring to the drawing, the numeral indi 
Cates a flat piece of fabric which is of approxi 
mately rectangular outline and is shaped “full 
fashioned' as indicated at 2 to conform the gar 
ment to the contour of the body adjacent the 
Waist line and also adjacent the arm scyes as 
indicated at 3, the corners of the fabric being 
formed on an incline and slightly curved, as in 
dicated at 4, to form said arm scyes. The top 
of the front and backportions may also be pro 
vided with ornamental or open-work stitches 
Such as indicated at 5 and 6. These are prefer 
ably formed when the knitting is in progress by 
inserting a series of so-called picot stitches or 
transverse loops, as is well known in the art; 
the rows of picot stitches may be separated by 
a plurality of plain stitches to produce the de 
Sired effect, as is also well known in the art. 
The lower portion of the front and back sec 

tions of the garment is preferably provided with 
double thicknesses of fabric forming a reinforce 
ment or hem, to strengthen the lower edge of 
the garment, as is also well known in the art, as 
indicated at 7 and 8 in Figures 1 and 2. 

the upper edges of the garment are prefer 
ably provided with bindings in the form of tapes 
which Surround the arm Scyes and form shoul 
der straps, as indicated at 9. The binding is 
also placed or stitched along the edges of the 
open-work portions 5 and 6, as indicated at 10 
and 11. 

If deemed preferable, the shoulder straps and 
bindings may be knit integral with the respec 
tive parts of fabric and the free ends of the 
straps then connected with the opposite parts 
in the desired positions. 
The open-work portion 5 is preferably cut to 

form a curved breast portion before the binding 
10 is applied thereto. 
The fashioning of the garment around the arm 

Scyes, as indicated at 3, is also of reinforced 
material, which reinforcement is produced in any 
Suitable Way, Such as by adding an extra thread 
or threads during the knitting of those portions 
of the garment. 
The construction above described is extremely 

simple to manufacture, may be knitted as flat 
pieces on knitting machines of the usual con 
struction, such as are employed in the manu 
facture of silk stockings, and consequently the 
fabric is preferably of silk, rayon, or other sheer, 
light material. Owing to this method of knit 
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ting, all edges of the fabric are provided with 
Selvages which prevent raveling, and by connect 
ing the longitudinal edges thereof, the entire 
garment may be completed. Owing to the fash 
ioning portions, the shape thereof will conform 
to the shape of the body of the wearer, and 
owing to the elasticity of the fabric, it is not 
necessary to manufacture a large number of sizes 
in order to fit the bodies of various sizes or cir 
cumferential breast measurements. 
After the pieces as above described have been 

knitted on the flat knitting machines, they are 
assembled to form the garment by the usual 
stitch method, as indicated in Figures 1 and 2. 
As a consequence of this construction, the re 
inforced portions, particularly around the arm 
scyes, will prevent tearing or rupturing of the 
fabric at places where the strains are unusually 
heavy, and the reinforcement and fashioning at 
such points will in many cases do away With the 
necessity of using shields at Such points. 
From the above description, it will be appre 

ciated that I have provided a garment which is 
entirely free from raw or raveling edges; even 
though the open-work portion thereof may be 
slightly cut or rounded, the croSS or transverse 
looped open-work prevents raveling at such 
points, and the binding applied thereto effect 
ally does away with any possible unattractive 
appearance which may exist by reason of said cutting. 

1,977,829 
Having thus described this form of my inven 

tion, I do not wish to be understood as being 
limited to the details of form and arrangements 
of parts thereof, for various changes may be 
made by those skilled in the art, consistent with 
the scope of the appended claim, without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention. 
What I claim and desire to protect by Letters 

Patent, is: 
An undergarment of light and sheer knitted 

stocking fabric such as silk and designed to fit 
closely the upper portion of the body of the 
Wearer below the shoulders and comprising two 
similar main sections of flat knit fabric, each 
of said sections having angular and curved por 
tions at the upper corners thereof to form por 
tions of arm Scyes in the finished garment, said 
arm Scyes also having reinforced and fashioned 
portions of the fabric substantially parallel with 
the edges thereof, said sections being fashioned 
by being constricted at the waist portions there 
of to conform to the body contour at such points, 
and said main sections being attached together 
along their respective longitudinal Selvage edges 
and having shoulder Straps attached adjacent 
the arm Scyes to form a complete garment of 
the required shape. 

CARKE W. TOBIN. 
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