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MULTIFORM. ENVELOPE 
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Application May 29, 1941, Serial No. 395,791 
(C. 229-3) Claims. 

This invention relates to a multiform envelope 
structure of the type which includes an Outer Sec 
tion or cover and an integral inner section adapt 
ed to be detached to form a return envelope. The 
structure is arranged to provide the necessary 
postal inspection for lower class mail when the 
envelope structure is originally sent out, while 
the return envelope is adapted for Complete Seal 
ing and dispatch as first class mail matter. 
The arrangement constitutes an improvement 

On the multiform envelope disclosed in the pat 
ent to Sawdon, No. 2,158,528. In the construc 
tion shown in said patent the necessary acces 
sibility for postal inspection is provided by em 
ploying a cover section with a free margin, and 
tacking a side flap of the return envelope lightly 
in place so that it can be pulled out by the inspec 
tor. With this construction the free edge of the 
cover section makes it easy to see any message 
which may be carried by the inner face of such 
section. Moreover, the readily detachable con 
nection of the return envelope side flap detracts 
to some extent from the Security of such envelope 
and makes it desirable to provide a special strip 
of gum on the closing flap to secure the side of 
the envelope and protect its contents. 
A general purpose of this invention is to pron 

vide an improved multiform envelope structure 
of the indicated type in which the message on the 
inside of the cover Section is normally Concealed 
while permitting the necessary postal inspection. 
A further purpose is to provide an improved type 
of opening for postal inspection which will per 
mit the provision of a return envelope having 
a pocket sealed on all three sides. A further 
feature is the provision of an improved locking 
construction for the cover flap, arranged to facili 
tate the preparation of the envelope structure for 
mailing by tucking a flap in place without gum 
ming, but which is also adapted for initial seal 
ing by gumming While permitting the required 
postal inspection. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

Will appear from the following description con 
sidered in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a multiform en 
velope embodying the invention, with the cover 
and return envelope sections folded together, 
ready for closing and final attachment or inser 
tion of the cover flap; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the blank with the re 
turn envelope pocket folded up and glued; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view. from the front of the 
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cover Section with the return envelope folded 
against said section; 

Fig. 4 is a similar view from the opposite side 
with the retaining flap folded over the return 
envelope; and 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view of a modified form 
of the return envelope pocket shown in Fig. 2. 
The multiform envelope comprises a cover sec 

tion 0 and a return envelope section formed 
from a single sheet of paper and separated by 
easy tear line f2 which may be scored, perforated, 
Creased or otherwise prepared in known manner. 
The cover section to comprises a body panel 3 
and a bottom flap 4 connected along crease line 

l, flap f being substantially coextensive with 
panel 3 when folded into position, except that 
the outer margin 5 may be cut away slightly to 
lie a short distance below the registering margin 
of panel 3 to facilitate insertion of the closure 
flap 6. 
The return envelope section i? comprises a 

body panel 20 in register with flap 4 and pro 
vided with a suitable connected flap structure ar 
ranged to be folded over the inner face of the 
body panel 20 and attached thereto to form a 
closed pocket. In the construction illustrated 
this is accomplished by providing a bottom flap 
2 adapted to be folded against the inner face Of 
panel 20 with the margins of flap 2 spaced in 
Wardly from the margins of panel 20 to an extent 
Sufficient to facilitate folding. The inner Side 
margin of flap 2 is attached to body panel 20 
Substantially throughout its length as by a strip 
of gum. 22. The opposite side margin of bottom 
flap 2 is likewise sealed. In the form shown in 
Figs. 1-4 this is accomplished by providing side 
flap 23 integral with the outer side margin of 
body panel 20, folded inwardly over the margin 
of bottom flap 2 and attached thereto by gum 
24. In the form shown in Fig. 5 flap 23 is omitted 
and the outer side margin is adhesively attached 
to panel 20 by gum. 28. 
While gum 24 or 28 may be arranged as dis 

closed in the above mentioned Patent No. 
2,158,528 for ready detachment to permit with 
drawal of flap 23 for postal inspection, the pres 
ent construction eliminates the necessity for such 
an arrangement, and gum 24 or 28 advantageous 
ly extends along substantially the entire length of 
the side of flap 2, providing a pocket 25 between 
panel 20 and bottom flap 2, that is permanently 
closed on three sides to provide SeCure retention 
of articles placed therein. 
A closure flap 26 extends from the upper edge 

of panel 20 in register with the cover Section body 



panel S and connected thereto, along crease line 
T. Fap 2B is substantially coextensive with said 
panel and section, except that its free margins 
may advantageously be alightly cut away to facil 
itate folding. The inner face of closure flap 2 

... is provided with a marginal strip of gum 2 ad 
jacent its free longitudinal edge, arranged for 
eating the return envelope when separated from 

cover section ; and when the pocket 2 is per 
manently closed along three margins as in the 
construction illustrated, the strip of gun 2 may 
extend along said free flap edge only. It is un 
derstood, however, that the construction is 
adapted for the use on closure flap 2 of the gum 
ning arrangement disclosed in the above men 
toned patent if desired. 
In order to cover the free side edges of the re 

turn envelope section f when folded against the 
inner face of the cover section f, a retaining: 
flap 3) is provided along the side edges of body 
panel 8 and bottom flap 4 opposite to tear line 

2,840,700 
tion shown in Fig. 3. Retaining flap 8) is folded 
over the free edge of section as indicated in 
Fig. 4, and the sections are folded along crease 
line as indicated in Fig. 1 to bring the return 
envelope closure flap 28 into register with panel 
2. The multiform envelope is then prepared 
for mailing either by tucking closure flap B be 
tween adjacent edges of bottom flap 2 and bot 
ton flap 4, or flap 6 may be provided with the 

10 usual marginal strip of gum 32 and adhesively 
attached to the outer face of bottom flap 4. 
Such attachment may be sufficiently light to per 
mit ready breaking thereof for postal inspection. 
When assembled in the indicated manner the 

is multiform envelope has the size and appearance 
of an ordinary postal inspection envelope. Re 
taining flap 8 conceals from casual inspection 
the subject-matter carried by the inner faces of 
sections and f, and holds the adjacent side 

20 of closure flap securely in place. The envelope 
2, the end of flap 3D opposite to closure flap 
advantageously extending substantially to the 
free edge of botton flap f4 to form a bend which 
will underlie and retain the adjacent side of flap 
fB when the envelope structure is assembled. 
The construction that has been described is 

suitable for use in various ways and may be 
structurally modified to adapt it to different uses 
without departing from the invention. The spe 
cific form illustrated is adapted to carry a mes 
sage from the sender inscribed on the inner face 
of bottom flap 4 of the cover section f, and 
such message may also extend onto the inner face 
of body panel 3. Since multiform envelopes of 
this type are sometimes employed to call atten 
tion to unpaid bills or for similar communications 
which it may be desirable to conceal as far as 
possible without preventing postal inspection, the 
location of such a message on the inner face of 
cover section is advantageous since in this po 
sition it is concealed by flap 20 from casual in 
spection when the envelope structure is closed 
for nailing. 
The inner face of the return envelope section 
is adapted to carry any desired communica 

tion from the receiver to the sender, together 
with such data as may assist the sender upon re 
ceipt of the return envelope. This may advan 
tageously include the name and address of the 
receiver; and in the form illustrated the body 
panel 3 of the cover section O may be provided 
with a window 3 through which the sender's 
name and address on flap 2 are visible when the 
multiform envelope is originally mailed. The re 
taining flap 3D will likewise serve to conceal any 
inscription on the inner face of return envelope 
section f, except the portion thereof which may 
be visible through window 3. 

It will be understood that when window is 
not included the receiver's name and address 
may be inscribed upon the Outer face of panel 
3, which may also carry the sender's return ad 
dress and the usual guarantee of return postage. 
Likewise the outer face of panel 20 of the return 
envelope section may be printed with the send 
er's name and address and with the customary 
postage guarantee. 

the blank for the multiform envelope is 
adapted to be printed and gunmed by standard 

the return envelope section and gunming them 
in place as already indicated, the return envelope 
section is then folded along tearine 2 against 

is readily accessible for postal inspection, if de 
sired, by pulling out retaining flap 30, and by 
withdrawing closure flap f where the same is 
tucked in place as heretofore set forth. The 

25 combination envelope is readily opened and 
spread into the position shown in Fig. 2 by the 
receiver with all inscriptions on the inner faces 
of sections and if readily visible. The return 
envelope section f is conveniently detached by 

so tearing along line 2, and constitutes an envelope 
of standard construction adapted to receive a 
check or letter and to be sealed conveniently in 
the usual manner to form a securely closed first class mail envelope. 

35 I have described what I believe to be the best 
embodiments of my invention. I do not wish, 
however, to be confined to the embodiments 
shown, but what I desire to cover by Letters Pat 
ent is set forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
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1. A multiform envelope structure comprising 
a cover section, an integral pocket-forming sec 
tion separable from the cover section and ar 
ranged to form a return envelope when separated, 
the return envelope section being foldable along 
one edge against the inner face of the cover sec 
tion, a flap on the cover section foldable over the 
Opposite edge of the envelope section and un 
attached thereto, and a closure structure on the 
COver Section. 

2. A multiform envelope structure as set forth 
in claim 1 in which the sections when folded 
together are transversely foldable to bring oppo 
site ends of both sections into superposed posi 
tion, and in which the closure structure com 
prises a flap on one of said ends of the cover 
section foldable over the opposite end of the 
envelope section. 

3. A multiform envelope structure comprising 
a cover section, an integral return envelope sec 
tion foldable along one side against the inner 
face of the cover section, the return envelope 
Section including a return envelope body portion 
arranged to form a pocket closed on three sides 
and a flap portion extending along the fourth 
side, a flap on the cover section foldable over 
the other side of the return envelope section when 
the sections are folded together and extending 
along substantially the entire length of said other 

TO side, the sections and flap when folded together machinery. After folding up flaps 2 and 2 of being transversely foldable to bring opposite ends 
of the sections into superposed position, and a 
cover flap on an end of the coversection foldable 
over the ends of the envelope section, 

the inner face of cover section into the post- TS 4. A multiform envelope structure comprising 
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a cover section, an integral, pocket-forming re 
turning envelope section foldable along a side 
edge against the inner face of the cover section, 
said sections when folded together being trans 
versely foldable to bring ends of both sections 
into superposed position, and a cover flap on One 
end of the cover section insertable between the 
opposite end of the cover section and the con 
tiguous end of the envelope section to hold said 
Sections in folded position. 

5. A multiform envelope structure as set forth 
in claim 4 in which the cover section is provided 
with a flap foldable Over the free side edge of 
the envelope section adjacent said opposite end, 
arranged to retain the ends of the sections and 
the closure flap in place. 

6. A multiform envelope structure comprising 
a cover section including two body panels in 
series, an integral return envelope section includ 
ing a flap panel and two body panels, aligned 
side margins of said flap panel and an adjacent 
body panel being connected to side margins of 

0. 

5 

3 
the cover section body panels along a line of 
rupture, the body panels of the return envelope 
section being superposed and connected to form 
a pocket closed. On three sides, the return enve 
lope section being foldable along the line of rup 
ture against the inner face of the cover section, 
a flap extending along the other sides of the 
cover section body panels and foldable over the 
free margin of the return envelope section, the 
sections and flap when folded together being 
transversely foldable to bring the opposite ends 
of the sections into Superposed position, and a 
cover flap on an end of the cover Section. 

7. A multiform envelope structure as set forth 
in claim. 6 in which the flap and body panels of 
the return envelope Section are arranged in series 
and the end body panel is folded. Over and at 
tached along its lateral margins to the adjacent 
return envelope Section body panel to form a 

20 pocket closed along three sides. 

WCTOR. J. SAWDON. 


