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57) ABSTRACT 
A horizontally elongated substantially planar top panel and a 
pair of upstanding support panels extending transversely of 
the opposite end portions of the top panel, dependingly sup 
ported therethrough and spaced inwardly from the opposite 
end edges of the top panel. The upper marginal edge portions 
of the support panels are hingedly supported from the top 
panel for swinging movement of the support panels between 
extended positions disposed generally normal to the top panel 
and collapsed positions with the support panels swung in 
wardly beneath and closely underlying the undersurface of the 
top panel. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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FOLDABLE LAPDESK 

The lap desk of the instant invention has been designed to 
provide a generally horizontal support surface in front of the 
waist or lower stomach portion of a person seated or lying in 
bed as well as a person seated on a seat defining structure such 
as a chair or couch. The desk includes a top panel defining the 
desired support surface and a pair of depending legs or sup 
port panels for embracingly receiving the upper leg portions of 
a person therebetween when that person is seated in a chair or 
upon a bed. The legs or support panels are hingedly supported 
from the top panel for ready swinging movement into col 
lapsed positions closely underlying the undersurface of the top 
panel of the desk. 
The main object of this invention is to provide a lap desk 

which may be utilized by persons seated in a chair or other 
seat structure as well as seated or lying on a bed. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a lap desk in 

accordance with the immediately preceding object and con 
structed in a manner whereby it may be readily folded into a 
compact condition or state for storing. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a folda 

ble lap desk that may be readily erected, handled when 
erected and stored in a compact condition. 
A final object of this invention to be specifically enu 

merated herein is to provide a foldable lap desk which will 
conform to conventional forms of manufacture, be of simple 
construction and easy to use so as to provide a device that will 
be economically feasible, long lasting and relatively trouble 
free in operation. 
These together with other objects and advantages which will 

become subsequently apparent reside in the details of con 
struction and operation as more fully hereinafter described 
and claimed, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to 
like parts throughout, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the lap desk of the instant in 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional view 
taken substantially upon the plane indicated by the section 
line 2-2 of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the lap desk with the side 
panels or legs thereof in folded positions. 

Referring now more specifically to the drawings, the nu 
meral 10 generally designates the lap desk of the instant inven 
tion which includes a generally planar horizontally elongated 
top panel 12 and a pair of depending opposite end panels 14 
and 16. The upper marginal edge portions of the end panels 14 
and 16 have central recesses 18 formed therein and are 
secured to the undersurface of the top panel 12 by means of 
pairs of hinge assemblies 20. The hinge assemblies 20 
swingably support the end panels 14 and 16 from the opposite 
ends of the top panel 12 for swinging movement of the end 
panels or legs 14 and 16 between the operative depending 
positions thereof illustrated in FIG. 1 of the drawings and the 
inoperative collapsed positions thereof illustrated in FIG.3 of 
the drawings in which the end panels 14 and 16 closely under 
lie the undersurface 22 of the top panel 12. 

It will be noted from FIG. 3 of the drawings that the end 
panels 14 and 16 are spaced from the corresponding opposite 
end edges 24 and 26, respectively, of the top panel 12 and 
therefore that the opposite end marginal portions of the top 
panel 12 define flange portions projecting outwardly of the 
legs 14 and 16 which may be grasped by the hands of the user 
in lifting the lap desk 10. Further, the recesses 18 are posi 
tioned intermediate the front and rear edges of the end panels 
14 and 16 and define openings through which the fingertips of 
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the hands of a person gripping the opposite end marginal edge 
portions of the top panel 12 may extend. 
As will be further noted form FIG.3 of the drawings the free 

edge portion of the end panel 16 is lapped under the free edge 
portion of the end panel 14 when the end panels 14 and 16 are 
disposed in their collapsed positions closely underlying the un 
dersurface 22 of the top panel 12. Further, the end panel 6 is 
provided with an aperture 28 in which a hook 30 carried by 
one end of a chain section 32 is removably engageable. The 
end of the chain section 32 remote from the hook 30 is 
secured to the undersurface 22 of the top panel 12 as at 34 
and it may therefore be seen that the chain section 32 and 
hook 30 may be utilized to retain both of the end panels or 
legs 14 and 16 in their collapsed positions. 
When the legs 14 and 16 of the table 10 are extended as il 

lustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, and the lower mar 
ginal edge portions of the legs 14 and 16 are disposed on a 
generally horizontal surface, the top panel 12 is forwardly and 
upwardly inclined whereby printed material thereon may be 
readily viewed by the user of the table 10. In addition, the rear 
longitudinal edge portion of the top panel 12 may be provided 
with an upstanding flange or abutment extending along the 
rear marginal edge portion of the top panel 12 and defining a 
shelf upon which printed material lying on the upper surface 
of the top panel 12 may rest. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the princi 

ples of the invention. Further, since numerous modifications 
and changes will readily occur to those skilled in the art, it is 
not desired to limit the invention to the exact construction and 
operation shown and described, and accordingly all suitable 
modifications and equivalents may be resorted to, falling 
within the scope of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A lap desk comprising a generally horizontally disposed 

elongated and planar top panel and a pair of generally parallel 
upstanding support panels extending transversely of and de 
pending from the underside of said top panel with said support 
panel spaced at least slightly from the end edges of said top 
panel and disposed generally normal to the latter, means sup 
porting the upper marginal edge portions of said support 
panels from the underside of said top panel for manual shifting 
of the support panels to collapsed position closely underlying 
and generally paralleling the opposite end portions of the un 
derside of said top panel, the upper marginal edges of said sup 
port panels including upwardly opening recesses intermediate 
their opposite ends opening upwardly toward and closed at 
their upper extremities by the underside of said top panel, said 
recesses defining openings through which the fingertips of the 
hands of a person gripping the opposite end marginal portions 
of the top panel may extend. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said means support 
ing the upper marginal edge portions of said support panels 
from the underside of said top panel comprise pairs of hinge 
assemblies securing the support panels to the corresponding 
ends of the top panel for swinging movement of the support 
panels about generally parallel axes extending transversely of 
said top panel and along the upper edge portions of said sup 
port panels, each of said recesses being formed between the 
corresponding pair of hinge assemblies. 

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein the lower marginal 
edge portions of said support panels generally parallel each 
other and are disposed in the same plane, said top panel in 
cluding front and rear longitudinal edge portions, said top 
panel being forwardly and upwardly inclined when the lower 
marginal edge portions of said support panels are disposed in a 
horizontal plane. 
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