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3 Cairns. 

This invention relates to a tool for marking 
designs in plaster and other like surfaces. 

Broadly, it is an object of this invention to 
provide a tool having interchangeable grooving 
members and an easy means for adjusting same 
for marking or grooving all types of plaster Sur 
faces. 
More Specifically, it is an object of this inven 

tion to provide a tool for marking or grooving 
plaster and other like surfaces, said tool having 
adjustable means for guiding the tool so that 
Straight lines may be made in any direction in an 
easy and expeditious manner. 
Another object is to provide a marking and 

grooving tool which is inexpensive to manufac 
ture, durable, simple to adjust, easy to use and 
efficient in its operation. 
These and other advantages, capabilities and 

features of the invention will appear from the 
subjoined detailed description and more partic 
ularly pointed out in the claims appended hereto. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing form 
ing a part of this Specification, wherein like char 
acters of reference denote similar parts through 
Out the Several views: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the marking and groov 
ing tool showing the guide members and a vari 
ety of grooving members in position. 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the marking and groov 
ing tool shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-section taken 
through 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

FigS. 4, 5 and 6 are side views of grooving mem 
bers having hollow ends. 

Figs 7, 8 and 9 are sections taken through 7-7, 
8-8 and 9-9 of Figs. 4, 5 and 6, respectively. 

Referring to the drawing, C is a handle With 
an upper portion having a groove 2 as shown 
on Fig. 2 at the lower part of the upper portion 

. Mounted within a groove 46 on the inside 
face 3, as shown in Fig. 2, of the upper portion 

by Screws 4 is a plate 5 containing uniform 
notches 6 evenly Spaced. These notches may 
also be Spaced any desired distance apart. With 
in these notches 6 there may be inserted groov 
ing members 7 having stems 8 that fit Within 
the notches 6 of plate 5. The upper part of 
the grooving members may vary in shape, such 
as shown in Fig. 1, at 8, 19, 20, 2, 22 and 23, 
respectively. These grooving members 7 may 
also have hollow or SCOOped ends in order to leave 
a smooth line when used on the damp or soft 
plaster. Such hollow ends are shown in Figs. 4, 
5 and 6, at 24, 25 and 26, respectively and may 
be made of Spring Steel or other metal to give 

(C. 2-128) 
these grooving members resiliency and pliability. 
The grooving members 7 are held in position 

by a removable upper portion 27, as shown in 
Fig. 2, which is placed within groove 46 upon the 
inside face 3 of the upper portion and tight 
ened by ScreWS 29, 30 and 3 and nuts 32, as 
shown in FigS. 1 and 2. This removable upper 
portion 27 has a cut-out groove 28 to fit plate 
f5 and a metal plate 47 is fixed within groove 
28 to prevent wear. This metal plate 27 is held 
in position by Screws 4. Any other fastening 
means Inay be employed to hold the upper por 
tion and removable portion 27 in position, such 
aS Clamps, Springs, etc. 
The upper ends of both the upper portion 

and renovable upper portion 2 have L shaped 
grooves 33 and 34, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 
So that the movement of the resilient grooving 
member 7 may have sufficient play. 
In Order to guide the grooving tool in straight 

lines, either diagonal, horizontal or vertical, an 
adjustable guide member 35 is positioned by slid 
ing guide tracks 36 and 3 beneath the caps of 
ScreWS 29 and 33, respectively. To fix the depth 
for the grooving members 7 to groove or mark 
the daiyap plaster, a Second guide member 38 hav 
ing an adjustable Screw 39 is positioned by slid 
ing the guide tracks 43 and Á beneath the cap 
of Screw 3i. The adjustment of screw 39 Will 
change the angle of the grooving tool and the 
grooving members , thus determining the depth 
and character of the grooves or lines to be made 
in the damp plaster. 
To use this grooving tool, grooving members 7 

of the desired type and width, are inserted in any 
of the notches 6, depending upon the kind, type, 
spacing and width of line desired to be made 
in the moist plaster. 

After these grooving members are in po 
Sition, the removable upper portion 27 is placed 
upon groove 2 and against the inside face 3 
of the upper portion and screws 29, 36 and 
3 are inserted through aligned holes in the up 
per portion and removable upper portion 27 
and nuts 32 are positioned upon the ends of 
screws 29, 3) and 3i, but not tightened. Guide 
member 38 having adjustable screw 39 is then 
placed in position by sliding the guide tracks 40 
and 4 beneath the cap of Screw 3, which is 
then tightened. Guide member 35 is then po 
Sitioned by sliding guide tracks 36 and 37 be 
neath the caps of screWS 29 and 3), respectively, 
which are tightened after the proper adjust 
ment of space A2 between face 43 and guide 
member 38 and inside face 44 and guide mem 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

3. 5 

40 

45 

50 

55 



10 

5 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

2 
ber 35. This space is determined by the Width 
of the straight edge 45 used as a guide. This 
straight edge 45 may be of Wood, as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, metal, plastic or other material. 
The screw 39 and guide member 38 is then 

adjusted to fix the angle of the grooving tool 
and the grooving members . This angle de 
termines the depth and character of the lines 
desired. 
The straight edge 45 is then placed in any de 

Sired position upon a Wall containing a damp 
plaster Surface and the grooving tool is then 
placed upon the straight, edge 45, so that the 
said Straight edge is within the space 42. The 
grooving tool is then moved parallel with the 
Straight edge 45 to groove or mark the damp 
plaster Surface beneath it. 
By this method a great variety of lines or 

Combinations of lines may be made in damp 
plaster Walls and Such lines may be panels, di 
agonal lines, diamond shapes or other dented 
SurfaceS. 
The many advantages of the herein described 

invention Will readily Suggest themselves to those 
skilled in the art to which it pertains. 
From the foregoing description, it is evident 

a simple device for this purpose has been dis 
closed, but it is to be understood that I do not 
desire to restrict or limit myself to the very de 
tails of the construction shown and described, 
which is merely illustrative, it being obvious that 
changes not involving the exercise of invention 
may be made without conflicting or departing 
from the Spirit of the invention within the Scope 
Of the appended claim.S. 

I claim: 
1. A marking and grooving tool comprising a 

handle and an upper portion having a groove at 
its lower end, a notched plate mounted trans 
Versely and parallel to said groove upon the in 
Side face of Said upper portion, resilient and re 
movable teeth having end portions to fit within 
the notches of Said notched plate, a removable 
upper portion to fit upon said groove and against 
the inside face of said upper portion, said re 
movable upper portion having a transverse, par 
allel groove to co-act with said notched plate, a 
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plate mounted Within Said groove of Said re 
movable upper portion, fastening means for Se 
curing said removable upper portion to said up 
per portion. 

2. A marking and grooving tool comprising a 
handle and an upper portion having a groove 
at its lower end, a notched plate mounted trans 
Versely and parallel to said groove upon the in 
side face of said upper portion, resilient and 
removable teeth having end portions to fit With 
in the notches of said notched plate, a remov 
able upper portion to fit upon said groove and 
against the inside face of Said upper portion, 
Said removable upper portion having a trans 
verse, parallel groove to co-act With Said notched 
plate, a plate mounted Within Said groove of 
Said removable upper portion, fastening means 
for Securing said removable upper portion to 
Said upper portion, a removable and adjustable 
guide member slidably mounted to co-act with 
Said fastening means for Securing Said renov 
able upper portion. 

3. A marking and grooving tool comprising a 
handle and an upper portion having a groove at 
its lower end, a notched plate mounted trans 
versely and parallel to said groove upon the in 
Side face of Said upper portion, resilient and re 
movable teeth having end portions to fit Within 
the notches of said notched plate, a removable 
upper portion to fit upon said groove and against 
the inside face of said upper portion, said remov 
able upper portion having a transverse, parallel 
groove to co-act with said notched plate, a plate 
mounted within said groove of said removable 
upper portion, fastening means for securing said 
removable upper portion to said upper porton, a 
removable and adjustable guide member slidably 
mounted to co-act with said fastening means for 
Securing Said removable upper portion, another 
slidable member having an adjustable screw, said 
Second slidable member being mounted to co-act 
With Said fastening means for securing said re 
novable upper portion whereby the angle of said 
marking and grooving tool can be varied by ad 
justing said adjustable screw. 
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