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(57) Abstract: A disposable absorbent article
is provided which includes a substantially
liquid-impermeable, stretchable outer cover, a
liquid permeable, stretchable top surface, and an
absorbent body located between the outer cover
and the top surface. The stretchable top surface
can further include a first zone and a second zone.
The stretchable outer cover can be configured to
provide a first level of elongation when subjected
to a tensile force of 100 gmf per inch (per 2.54 cm)
of width according to the Material Elongation and
Deformation Tensile Test set forth herein, while the
first zone provides a second level of elongation that
is less than the first level of elongation.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-4,9-14,16-20,25-30,32-47
An absorbent article comprising

- a substantially liquid-impermeable stretchable outer cover
configured to provide a first level of elongation ;

- a liquid permeable stretchable top surface attached to
said stretchable outer cover; said stretchable top surface
having a first zone that is configured to provide a second
Tevel of elongation that is less than said first level of
elongation;

- at least one containment component attached to said 1iquid
permeable top surface;

- an absorbent body located between said stretchable outer
cover and said stretchable top surface.

- wherein said first zone is provided by a combination of a
surge layer attached to an extensible bodyside Tiner.

2. Claims: 5,21
An absorbent article comprising

- a substantially liquid-impermeable stretchable outer cover
configured to provide a first Tevel of elongation ;

- a liquid permeable stretchable top.surface attached to
said stretchable outer cover; said stretchable top surface
having a first zone that is configured to provide a second
level of elongation that is less than said first level of
elongation;

- at least one containment component attached to said 1iquid
permeable top surface;

- an absorbent body Tocated between said stretchable outer
cover and said stretchable top surface.

wherein said first zone is provided by a combination of a
tissue Tayer attached to an extensible bodyside Tiner.

3. Claims: 6,7,22,23
An absorbent article comprising

- a substantially liquid-impermeable stretchable outer cover
configured to provide a first level of elongation ;

- a liquid permeable stretchable top surface attached to
said stretchable outer cover; said stretchable top surface
having a first zone that is configured to provide a second
Tevel of elongation that is less than said first level of
elongation;

- at Teast one containment component attached to said 1iquid
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permeable top surface;
- an absorbent body Tocated between said stretchable outer
cover and said stretchable top surface.

wherein said first zone is provided by a combination of a
layer of adhesive applied to an extensible bodyside liner.

4. Claims: 8,24
An absorbent article comprising

- a substantially Tiquid-impermeable stretchable outer cover
configured to provide a first level of elongation ;

- a liquid permeabie stretchable top surface attached to
said stretchable outer cover; said stretchable top surface
having a first zone that is configured to provide a second
level of elongation that is less than said first level of
elongation;

- at least one containment component attached to said liquid
permeable top surface;

- an absorbent body located between said stretchable outer
cover and said stretchable top surface.

wherein said first zone is provided by a heat settable
bodyside Tiner.

5. Claims: 15,31

An absorbent article comprising

- a substantially Tiquid~impermeable stretchable outer cover
configured to provide a first level of elongation ;

- a liquid permeable stretchabie top surface attached to
said stretchable outer cover; said stretchable top surface
having a first zone that is configured to provide a second
level of elongation that is less than said first level of
elongation;

- at least one containment component attached to said 1iquid
permeable top surface;

- an absorbent body Tocated between said stretchable outer
cover and said stretchable top surface.

wherein said first zone is provided by a means restricting
the stretchability of the bodyside 1iner .
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