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1,405,083. 

Application filed September 23, 1920. Serial No. 412,187. 
To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES WILSON, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, resid 
ing at Stratford, county of Fairfield, State 
of Connecticut, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Gauges for 
Laying Roofing, of which the following is a 
Specification. - 

My invention relates more particularly 
to the laying of prepared roofing which con 
sists of sheets of waterproof fabric usually 
32 or 36 inches wide and of varying lengths. 
These sheets are rolled up at the place of 
manufacture and shipped to the place of use 
where they are nailed to the roof deck, flat headed nails being frequently employed for 
this purpose. These sheets of roofing are 
laid with their edges over-lapping, the nails 
passing through the overlapped portions, 
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and it is desirable that the amount of over 
lap of all sheets should be uniform as well 
as the spacing of the nails, and that the nails 
along each lap should be driven in line each 
with the others. My invention provides 
a simple but effective device for accom 
plishing these results and generally facili 
tating the laying of the roofing. The best 
form of apparatus embodying my invention 
at present known to me is illustrated in the accompanying sheet of drawing in which 

Fig.1 is a plan view of a portion of a roof. 
parts being broken away, showing the gauge 
in one of the positions it would occupy in 
U.S. 

Fig. 2 is a cross section on line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. - .. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged plan view of the 
gauge, parts being broken away, and Fig. 
4 is a cross section on line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Throughout the drawings like reference 

characters indicate like parts: . 
1 is the roof deck and 2,3,4 and 

sent, sheets of prepared roofing nailed, or to 
be nailed thereto. These sheets are laid on 
an inclined roof deck or surface with their 
longer dimensions horizontal, so that the 
longer lap between each two adjacent sheets 
is called the “horizontal lap' and the shorter 
lap is called the “vertical lap.” According to 
the prevailing custom in the art, the width 
of the horizontal lap is 2 inches and that 
of the vertical lap 3 inches, and the nails 
are set with their centers three-quarters of 
an inch back from the outer edge of each 
lap and 2 inches apart, all as indicated by 
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Specification of Letters Patent, . Patented J.an. 31, 1922. 

the relative dimensions shown in the draw- . 
ing. - 

6 is the gauge which is made of a strip of 
wood or other stiff material, usually 36 inches 
long and 2inches wide, having. One edge, as 9, 60 
beveled. In one edge of the strip, preferably. 
the one not beveled, is cut a series of trans. 
verse slots 7, 7, two inches between center 
lines, each wide enough to receive a nail 
(usually three-sixteenths of an inch in diam 
eter), and deep enough to allow such a . 
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nail, when placed at the bottom of a slot, to 
have its center distant three-quarters of an 
inch from the line of the slotted edge of the . 
gauge. 8, 8 are half slots formed at either 
end of the gauge. The unslotted edge of the 
gauge may be given the usual graduations 
showing inches and fractions thereof, and 
one of these, at the 3-inch point from one 
end, may be prolonged as shown at 13, or 
otherwise distinguished. 

In use the gauge may be laid along the 
edge of any one sheet of roofing, already 
in position, to indicate the proper width 
of horizontal lap, and the adjacent sheet 

tering with the inner edge of the gauge. 
This will locate the loose sheet in the proper 
position to give the desired 2-inch horizol 
tal lap 11. The 3-inch vertical lap 12 is 
similarly measured by the graduation 13. 
The loose sheet being properly located, the 
gauge is placed along one edge, such as 
the edge of the horizontal lap 11, and with 
the half slot 8 at one end engaging the last 
nail in the next sheet, as shown in Fig. 1 
said last nail having been driven only half 
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laid over it with its overlapping edge regis 
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way in. The nails 10 are then driven 
through the slots 7, 7, half way home, as 
indicated in Fig. 2. The gauge is the 

: swung up on the end nail as a pivot to simi 
larly space the nails for the adjacent vertical 
lap. Then the gauge is removed and all the 
nails are driven home. The foregoing opera 
tions are repeated until the roof is covered 
and all sheets nailed in position. 

I preferably make the gauge of a strip 
a quarter inch thick and bevel one-half of 
one face down to a thickness of one-eighth 
inch at the edge 9, as indicated in Fig. 4. 
Having described my invention I claim: 
1. As a new article of manufacture a gauge for laying prepared roofing said 

gauge comprising a strip of stiff material 
having a series of slots in one edge, spaced 
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apart by the distances at which the nails to 
be used in holding the roofing in position are 
spaced apart and of a depth equal to the dis 
tance which such nails are to be set back 
from the edge of each sheet of the roofing. 

2. A structure such as set forth in claim . 
also having each end cut away to conform 
to the outline of one-half of one of the slots 
such as are therein described. 

3. A structure such as described in claim 10 
1 which has a width equal to the width of 
the overlap at the longer edges of the sheets. 
of roofing, and has one edge beveled. 

" . . . JAMES WILSON. 

Witnesses: 
JACOB M. BERDAN, 
CHARLEs J. BrCKWITH. 


