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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FRED E. FaAY, a citizen |

of the United States, residing at Los Angeles,
in the county of Los Angelesand State of Cali-
fornia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Dampening Deviees for

Laundries, of which the following is a full,

clear, and exact deseription, reference being
had to the acecompanying drawings, which
form a part of this specification. ,

My invention relates to an improved device
for dampening articles in a laundry previous
toironing the same, more especially the edges
of collars and cuffs, where it is desired to only
dampen a small portion of the article, which
may be done very rapidly by merely touching
the edge of the article to the dampening de-
vice; and myimprovement consists in certain
features of novelty hereinafter described and
claimed.

Figure I is a side elevation of my improved
dampener. Fig.IIisa vertical section of the
same. Fig. III is a top view showing a por-
tion of the fabric which covers the top broken
away in order to show the perforated support-
ing-plate beneath the fabric. Fig. IVis a
plan view of the distributing-plate situated
above the receiving-chamber. Fig, V is a
transverse section taken online V'V, Fig. I1I.
Fig. VIis a detail broken view showing man-
ner of gathering the edge of the fabric cover-
ing on the under side of the supporting-plate.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents a
standard having a suitable base 2, said stand-
ard being preferably made of gas-pipe and
having its lower end screwed into the base 2.

3 represents a plug located at the upper end
of the standard 1 in order to close the hollow
opening extending through the standard.

4 represents a T-coupling having one end
serewed fast to the upper end of the standard
1 and its other end screwed to a connecting-
pipe 5, the pipe 5 being screwed at its upper
end to a T-coupling 6.

7 represents a steam-pipe connected at 8
with the T-coupling 6 and having a reduced
steam-discharge pipe 9, secured to the inner
end of the pipe 7, said discharge-pipe 9 ex-
tending across the vertical cavity or chamber
in the T-coupling 6.

10 represents a screw-pipe connecting one
portion of the T-coupling 6 with an elbow 11,

12 represents my improved bowl-shaped
dampening device, having a echamber 13 for
receiving the steam from the steam-pipe 7.
The lower end of the bowl 12 is contracted
into a pipe shape, as shown at 14, and secured
to the upper end of the elbow 11. Thus, if
desired,the bowl can readily be detached from
the supporting and steam-supplying devices.
Water from the condensed steam travels back
through . the hollow leg of the bowl, down
through the stand, and out through a drain-
pipe 15. The steam-discharge pipe 9extends
farenough across the cavity in the T 6 to pre-
vent the steam being discharged downwardly
through the standard, but at the same time
leaving space enough for the water arising
from the condensed steam to pass down on
its way to the drain-pipe 15. I provide the
bowl 12 with a vertically-extending flange 16
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and with a shoulder 17 at the lower end of .

said flange.

18 represents a circular plate resting upon
the shoulder 17 of the bowl. The plate 18 is
provided with a series of perforations 19,
through which the steam passes from the re-
ceiving-chamber 13, said perforated plate 18
serving to break up the steam before it passes
into the distributing-chamber 20, located im-
mediately over said plate 18.

21 representsa perforated supporting-plate
located over the distributing-chamber 20.
The entire upper surface of the supporting-
plate 21 is provided with perforations 22,
through which the steam passes from the dis-
tributing-chamber.

23 represents a covering, of cotton, wool, or
silk fabrie, or its equivalent, stretched over
the supporting-plate 21, said fabrie having
its edges brought down and gathered by a
gathering-string 24 on the under side of the
supporting-plate. The supporting-plate is
provided with a vertical flange 25, which fits
down over the vertical flange 16 on the up-
per end of the bowl 12. As the supporting-
plate 21 is forced down upon the top of the
bowl the fabric 23 is drawn taut, as shown in
Fig. V, forming a surface like the head of a
drum on the top of the dampening device.
The steam passing up through the perfo-

‘rated plates dampens the fabric on the upper

surface, on which the collars or cuffs or other

articles being dampenedareapplied merely by
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touching them to the taut surface of the dam-
pened fabric. As the fabric becomes soiled
it is readily removed and a clean portion of
fabric supplied in its place. When ironing
the edges of collars or cuffs or such like ar-
ticles, in order to make a smooth and round-
ing surface it is necessary and desirable that
the edges be ironed after the body has been
ironed, it taking a different form of machine
for ironing the edges to what is required in
ironing the broad flat surface of the collar or
cuff, and in dampening the edges it will be
seen that care mustbe taken not to leave the
article long enough upon the dampening de-
vice to injure the gloss of the starch on the
body of the article, and as the machine that
irons the edge does not extend for any dis-
tance upon the body it is necessary that the
dampening operation be very rapid and the
two operations of dampening and ironing be
almost simultaneous in order that the edge
be ironed before the dampuness has time to
spread to the body of the article which has
been previously ironed.

I claim as my invention—

1. A dampening device comprising a body
having a receiving-chamber; means for in-
troducing steain to the receiving-chamber, a
perforated supporting-plate having a flange
fitting over the body, and a fabric drawn taut
over said plate, and clamped by the flange
on the supporting-plate to the body; sub-
stantially as described.
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2. In a dampening device for laundries,
the combination of a bowl-shaped body hav-
ing a receiving-chamber, means for introduc-
ing steam to the receiving-chamber, a flange
on the upper end of said bowl-shaped body,
a perforated supporting-plate, afabric drawn
taut over said plate and having its edges
gathered on the under side of the support-
ing-plate and a flange on the supporting-
plate adapted to fit down over the flange on
the bowl and clamp the fabricin a taut posi-
tion on the supporting-plate, substantially as
set forth.

3. In a dampening device for laundries,
the combination of a standard having a base,
T-couplings connected with the standard, a
drain-pipe and steam-pipe connected with
said T-couplings, a discharge steam-pipe ex-
tending across the vertical aperture of the T
to which the steam-pipe is connected, a body
having a suitable steam-chamber eonnected
with one of the T’s of the standard and
means for distributing the steam from the
receiving - chamber whereby articles to be
ironed may be readily applied thereto, sub-
stantially as set forth.

The foregoing specification signed at Losg
Angeles, California, this 26th day of Octo-

ber, 1897. ‘
FRED E. FAY.
In presence of—
J. W. KEMP,
Jas. E. KNIGHT.
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