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This invention relates to fastening means for
articles of personal wear, such as shoes, gloves,
shirt cuffs, trousers and the like, and has for its
primary object and purpose to provide a fastener

8 of this character in which the use of metallic
elements of any kind may be avoided, and is of
such construction as to enable the fastening and
unfastening operations to be easily and quickly
performed.

It is another object of the invention to provide
a fastener of this character which permits-a cer-
tain. amount of relative adjustment or expansion
of the connected parts of the article, with the

assurance of adequate security in the connection,

16 A further object of the invention resides in the
provision of such a fastening means which will

be inexpensive and durable, and also materially .

enhance the neat and attractive appearance of
the article to which it is applied. )

With the above and other objects in view, the
invention consists in' the improved fastening
means for articles of personal wear, and in the
form, construction and relative arrangement of
the several parts, as will be hereinafter more
26 particularly described, illustrated in the accom-
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panying drawing, and subsequently mcorporated

in the subjoined claims.

In the drawing wherein I have illustrated sev-
eral simple and practical embodiments of the
invention, and in which similar reference char-
acters designate similar parts throughout  the
several views;

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe provided
with one embodiment of my invention, the fas-
tening means therefor being open.

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the fastemng
means closed.

Fig. 3 is a detail section taken on the line 3—3
of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a detail fragmentary elevatlon showmg
a slight modification, and-

Fig. 5 is a section of said modlﬁcatlon similar
to Fig. 3, illustrating an intermediate position
of the parts in opening or closing the fastener.

In the illustrative example, wherein I hgve
shown my invention applied to one type of shce,
the body of the shoe is of standard or' conven-
tional construction, and it will become apparent,
as this description proceeds, that in addifion. to
the ordinary walking shoe, my impr oved fastener
may also be used to advantage upon slippers,
bathing shoes, tennis shoes and the like, as well
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as other articles of personal wear, such as trou-

55 sers, shirt cuffs, gloves and in other cases where

(Cl 36--50)

an inexpensive, easily operable fastener of neat
appearance is desirable.
Referring now in detail to the drawmg, to one
side portion 5 of the shoe upper which extends
over the instep, a strip of leather or other flexible
material -6 is secured along the longitudinal and
upper end edges of said portion 5, preferably by
the line of stitching indicated at 7. The strip 6
preferably is of gradually increasing width from
its fromt to its rear end-and.the other longitudi-
nal edge thereof is free or unattached to the shoe
upper to form the open side of an elongated
pocket 8. The front end of the strip 6 is secured
by the stitching 9 connecting the shoe upper
with the vamp. The pocket 8 is thus provided,
preferably upon the outer side section of the shoe
upper.
- The other or inner section of tha shoe upper,
indicated at 10, is provided with an extension 11.
This extension may be either an integral continu-
_ation: of the instep portion of the shoe upper
or may be attached thereto as a separate part.
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In either event it is of soft, pliable material and ~

of . sufficient length to completely overlap the
pocket forming strip 6. Along the free end edge
of said extension and to the underside thereof a
fastening. tongue 12 is secured at its outer lon-
gitudinal edge, by the line of stitching 13, and
is free -or unattached to said extension along
its inner .and opposite end edges. This tongue
likewise gradually increases in width from front
torear and is formed of leather or other flexible
material, somewhat stiffer than the extension 11,
but capable of freely flexing or bending both lon-
gitudinally and transversely thereof.

From the above it will bé readily seen that
after the foot has been inserted into the shoe,
in’ order to securely fasten the shoe, it is only
necessary to fold the extension 11 inwardly and
downwardly upon the strip 6, at the same time
manipulating the tongue 12 with the fingers and
disposing the same at such an angle with re-
spect to the extension 11 that the free edge of
said tongue may be readily inserted into the
open side of the pocket 8. The seam formed by
the stitching 13 reinforces or stiffens the con-
nected edges of the extension 11 and tongue 12
g0 that the latter may then be moved transversely
‘and- substantially fully enclosed in said pocket,
while the extension 11 is superimposed upon and
€ntirely: conceals the strip 6. The tongue 12 is
of such width and the pocket 8 of such depth
that the fastener will automatically accommodate
itself to a high or low instep, and also permit
‘of relative movements of the upper sections of
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" the shoe in walking, without liability of releasing
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the fastener conmnection.

Thus, it will be appreciated, that my improved
fastening means is conducive to maximum com-
fort to the wearer, and also adds to the neat
appearance of the shoe, while obviating acciden~
tal opening of the shoe, which results from the
preaking of a Iace or,the detachment of buttons.
Since, when the fastener is open, the opposed
edges of the upper sections are entirely dis-
connected, the foot may be easily inserted into
or removed from the shoe.

In removing the shoe from the foot, the fas-
tener is easily released by merely grasping the
connected edges of the tongue 12 and extension’
11 between the thumb and forefinger and pulling
the tongue outwardly from the pocket- 8, such
operation being facilitated by the relative flex-
ing the tongue and the strip 6,

However, as illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5 of the

.drawing, if desired, for this purpose, an. orna-

mental finger tab 14 may be attached at one
of its ends, as at I5, to the inner free edge of
the tongue 12. This tabh projects transversely
beyond the end of the extension 11 sufficiently to
ensble the same to be securely grasped. Thus
the outward pull will be applied directly to the
inner free edge of the tongue 12 within, the
pocket 8, to thereby facilitate the easy and quick
release of the fastener and the opening of the
shoe. S ; )
Prom the foregoing deseription considered in
connection - with- the accompanying drawing, it
will be seen that I provide a simple, durable and
easily operable fastening means for shoes and
other articles of personal wear, which eliminates
the use of buttons, button-holes, laces and eye-
lets, or other metallic fastener elements. There-
fore, in different applications to various articles
of dress or apparel, my invention, being free of
unsightly laces, buttons, or metallic parts of any
kind, will materially enhance the neat appear-

‘ance of the wearer,

I have herein described an embodiment of the
invention which bas been found very satisfactory

in practical use. Itis, nevertheless, to be under-.

stood that the essential features thereof are sus-
ceptible of exemplification in various other struc~
tural forms. Accordingly, the privilege is re-
served of adopting all such legitimate modifica-
tions in the form, construction and relative ar-
rangement of the several parts as may be fairly
considered within the spirit and scope of. the
invention as claimed, o
Iclaim: . o ‘

- 1. An article of personal wear having parts
adapted to be connected to retain - said article

upon the person, & permanent pocket on the ex- -

ternal surface of one of said parts closed at its
opposite ends, a flexible extension on the other

" of said parts, and a tongue carried by said exten-

sion, of substantially the -same dimensions &s
said pocket, and manipulable with and rela-
tive to sald ’extension, for insertion into sald
pocket, said tongue and pocket constituting the

" 'sole means to yieldably secure sald extension in

closely -superimposed relation upon the wall of

' ‘said pocket.
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2. An article of personal wear having parts
adapted to be connected to retain said article
upon the person, & permanent pocket on the ex-
ternal surface of one of said parts closed at its
opposite ends, a flexible extension on the other of

1,580,165

sgid parts, and a tongue of fexible material hav-
ing & reinforced connection at one edge thereof
with the free end edge of said extension, extend-
ing inwardly therefrom upon one side of said ex-
tension, and manipulable relative to the latter for
insertion in said pocket, to yieldably secure said
extension in closely superimposed relation upon
the wall of said pocket. -

3. An article of personal wear having parts
adapted to be connected to retain the article
upon the person, a permanent pocket on the ex-

. ternal surface of one of said parts closed at its

opposite ends, a flexible extension on the other
of said parts, and a tongue of relatively stiff ma-
terial, connected to the free end edge of sald
extension, extending inwardly therefrom upon
one side of said extension, and manipulable rela-
tive to the latter for insertion into sald pocket,
said tongue and pocket constituting the sole
means to yieldably secure said extension in'close-
1y superimposed relation upon the wall of said
pocket. - :

4. An article of personal wear having parts of
flexible material adapted to be connected to re-
tain said article upon the person, & flexible strip,
tapering in width from one end to the other,
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secured at its opposite ends to one of sald parts -

and having one edge thereof secured along an
edge of said part to form an elongated pocket,
open along the other edge of said strip, & flexible
extension on the other of said parts, and a longi-
tudinally tapering tongue connected to the free
end edge of sald extension and extending inwardly

- therefrom on one side of the extenslon, said

tongue being of relatively stiff material, supstan-
tially of equal dimensions with said pocket, and
manipulable with respect to the extension for in-
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sertion into said pocket, said tongue and pocket
constituting the sole means to yieldably secure |

" sald extension in closely superimposed relation
upon the wall of said pocket.

5. An article of footwear having flexible upper
sections, transversely adjustable towards and
from each other, fastening means for releasably
connecting said upper sections with each other,
said means comprising an elongated permanent
pocket extending longitudinally along the inner
edge of one of said upper sections and gradually
increasing in depth from its front to its rear
end, sald pocket being open along the outer side
thereof, an extension on the other upper section,
adapted to overlap and completely conceal said
pocket, and means carried by said extension on
the underside thereof, and manipulable with re-
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spect thereto for insertion into said pocket, to 339

confine said extension in yieldable, self-adjusting,
superimposed relation to the wall of said pocket.
6. An article of personal wear having parts
+adapted to be connected to retain sald article
upon the person, a permanent pocket on the ex-
ternal surface of one of said parts closed at its
opposite ends, a tongue and means constituting
a reinforcing connection between one edge of
saidjtongue and a free edge of the other of said
parts, said tongue extending inwardly from said
connection . upon one side of the latter part and
angularly movable relative to said part for in-
sertion into said pocket, and a finger tab secured
at one of its ends to the free inner edge of said
tongue and projecting fransversely beyond said
reinforcing connection.

- NATHAN OTTINGER.
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