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This invention relates to certain novel im-
provements in game apparatus, and has for
its principal object the provision of an im-
proved construction of this character which
will be highly efficient in use and economical
in inanufacture. '

The primary object of this invention is to
provide novel and entertaining apparatus for
playing thereupon competitive games simu-

i lating football, hockey, or other games played
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_and in which:

* 14, enclosing the playing board 15.

by a group of players.

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

The invention consists in the novel combi-
nation and arrangement of parts to be here-
inafter described and claimed.

The invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawing
showing the preferred form of construction,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred
form of construction of the invention;

Fig. 2 is a top plan view on line 2—2 in
Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional

* view on line 3—38 in Fig. 2 illustrating a pre-

ferred mechanism for operating the strikers
embodied in the invention; and

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional
view illustrating another operating mecha-

¢ nism for the strikers.

In the drawing, which illustrates a practi-
cal embodiment of the invention, a table is in-
dicated generally at 10 and includes upstand-
ing side rails 11 and 12 and end rails 13 and
While
in the present instance the board 15 and the
rails are mounted upon legs 16 and a support-
ing frame 17, the legs and supporting frame
may be dlsnensed with and the rlaying board

* and its rails set upon a table or other support.

Arranged on the board 15 after the forma-
tion of the line-up of the players in foot-
ball or hockey is a plurality of strikers ar-
ranged in two groups 18 and 18’ that are

“ pivotally mounted for vertical movement in

suitable slots or openings in the playing board
15. Since these strikers are all identical in
construction the description to follow will be
confined to one.

The game is played with a suitable ball,
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indicated at 19, and, in general, the ob]ect
of the opposing players each using one of the
groups of sbnkers 18 and 18, is to drive
the ball into the opposing p1ayer’s goal, the
goals being represented by openings 20 and
21 in the rails 22 and 23 which extend parallel
to the end rails, and are spaced therefrom
to define areas 24 and 25. ° Preferably, a felt
pad 26 is provided on the playing board and
felt strips 27 and 28, respectively, are like-
wise arranged on the side and end rails, and
on the faces of the strikers.

Referring to Figs. 3 and 4, it will be seen
that each of the strikers 18 is hinged to the
playing board 15 by means of a suitable hinge
structure 29. Attached’ to each  of the
strikers, on“the underside thereof, is a plate
30 and in the form of operating mechamsm
for the strikers illustrated in Fig. 3 one end
of an operating rod 31 is pivotally attached
to the plate 30, as at 81. The other end of

the rod 30 is plvotally attached, as at 32, to

a lever 33. The lever 33 is plvotally mount-
ed, as at 34, on a bracket'35 which 1s secured:
to an end rail.
a handle 36 and these handles project up-

wardly through slots 37 formed in the play-

ing board 15 in the areas 24 and 25.
Tach plate 30 has one end of a'coil sprmﬂ'

38 attached thereto and the other end of this-

spring is secured to the board 15. By refer-
ence to Figs. 3 and 4 it will be seen that the

strikers 18 and 18” normally lie flat (full line -
position of Fig. 3) and flush with. the surface

of the board 15 and the félt pad thereon.

Each lever is provided with'

TG

In playing a game with the apparatus, cne
of the players will roll or direct the ball 19 -

toward a predetermined one of the opposing
player’s strikers and the opposing playe:.

will endeavor to choose quickly and manipu- - -

late the proper handles-36 that will raise.uy
the proper striker 18 or'18 to drive the ball

back into the other player’s goal, and this

action of the players will be repeated until
one or the other drives the ball into his op-
ponent’s’ goal and theréby registers a score.

Movement of handle 36 from full to dotted
line position of Fig. 3 will, obviously, pivot
lever 33 at 34, and actmg through rod 31
raise the striker into dotted line posmon of
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Fig. 3, against the oncoming ball 19, plate 30
pivoting at 31 and the striker moving on
hinge 29. Obviously, release of handle 36
will enable the spring 38, tensioned by up-
ward movement of the striker, to draw plate
30 and the striker downwardly into full line
position of Fig. 3 and thereby pull lever 33
into full line position.

Various other means may be employed,
within the purview of this invention, for op-
erating the strikers, and-one such mechanism
is illustrated in Fig. 4. In this instance the
plate 30" is pivotally connected to the mov-
able element of a solenoid .39, this element
being rod 81’. The operating levers 33 are
replaced by push button or ether suitable
switches 40, arranged in the areas 24 and 25,
and these switches 40 are in circuit with the:
solenoid 39 by means of conductors 41 and 42,
associated with current supply line 43. By
closing switch 40 solenoid 39 will attract its
movable element, and rod 31/, and operate
the plate 30" and striker in the hereinbefore
described manner.

From the foregoing description it is ap-
parent that the Inventor provides a novel
and entertaining game apparatus for play-
ing thereupon such games as are played be-
tween opposing groups of players, it being
understood that play on the apparatus is not
limited to football or hockey, these having
been referred to above for purposes of illus-
tration.

While I have illustrated and deseribed the
preferred form of construction for carrying
my invention into effect, this is capable of
variation and modification without depart-
ing from the spirit of the imvention. I,
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the
precise details of construction set forth, but
desire to avail myself of sach variations and
modifications as come within the scope of the
appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent is:

Game apparatus comprising means pro-
viding a playing surface and opposing goals,
a plurality of strikers arranged in opposing
groups on the playing surface, normally flush
therewith, and pivotally mounted for move-
ment in a vertical arc, and operating means
for raising the strikers up from the playing
surface to meet an oncoming ball with which
the game is played, to drive the ball toward
one of the goals, said operating means in-
cluding, for each striker, a solenoid including
a movable element pivotally connected to the
striker, and a control switch for the solenoid.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature.

STEPHEN M. QUINN.



