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1. 

The present invention relates to chin rests for 
violins and similar bow-instruments and has for 
its general object to provide for good engagement 
and positioning for the chin of the player to 
facilitate holding of the instrument in Suitable 
playing position. 
With the above and other objects in view the 

chin rest is provided with a ridge on its outer 
edge and from this ridge the engagement Sur 
face for the chin gradually declines and termi 
nates in a substantially plane edge part. 
The above and other objects, and the novel 

features of the invention will become apparent 
from the following description taken with the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a portion of a violin 
body with a chin rest incorporating the principles 
of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the chin rest. 
Fig. 3 is another side view of the chin rest. 
Fig. 4 is a section along the line IV-IV of 

Fig. 1. 
Referring to the embodiment ShoWn in FigS. 

1-4 a chin-rest is held with its underside at a 
little distance from a violin 2 by means of two 
shoulders 3 which are forced against the edge of 
the violin by means of a clamp 4. The chin rest 
: projects over but without interference with the 
tail piece that is shaped with two bends as dis 
closed in my application Ser. No. 762,940 filed 
July 23, 1947, now U. S. Patent No. 2,588,288 
granted March 4, 1952. Consequently the end 
of the tail piece located nearest to the chin rest 
extends into the space provided by the laterally 
bowed tail piece as shown in Fig. 1. 
Along the outer edge of the chin rest a com 

paratively straight ridge 5 is provided So that a 
part of the ridge and a part 6 of the chin rest 
projects beyond the violin 2. The upper side of 
the chin rest forms an engagement Surface for 
the chin and extends from the ridge 5 as a slowly 
declining plane 7 ending with a substantially 
plane and even edge portion 8. A rise in the 
engagement surface at the edge portion 8 is not 
provided as hitherto usually provided. Likewise, 
no rise at the left side of the chin rest is pro 
vided but less depression of the surface is pro 
vided at 9. Consequently the engagement Sur 
face forms an inclined plane up to the ridge 5. 
Further the engagement surface for the chin has 
a substantially greater extent than do prior chin 
rests. Moreover, the chin rest is provided with 
a side projection 0 located adjacent to the bent 
tail piece but without touching it. 
On account of the inclined plane extending to 

the ridge the chin resting on the chin rest Will 
force the chin rest, together with the violin, 
against the body so that an important improve 
ment in holding the violin will be gained. The 
ridge 5 all along its length engages behind the 
under inner edge of the jaw-bone but does not 
cross the jaw-bone as prior designs and gives 
the chin strong engagement Without causing any 
sense of fatigue to the player. As the engage 
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ment Surface has no rising edges along the edges 
6 and 8 the chin can be allowed to extend over 
these edges, so that an improved possibility of 
arranging the violin position according to per 
Sonal wishes is obtained. The upper face of the 
chin rest lies only slightly above the upper side 
of the violin so that the chin rest only slightly 
increases the overall height of the assembled chin 
rest and violin. While using the chin rest with 
the Special laterally bowed tail piece the projec 
tion to further utilizes for the chin a space hither 
to blocked by the straight tail piece and further 
freedom of movement is given for the chin to be 
placed in the most convenient Way. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention 

has been illustrated and described in order to 
furnish a clear understanding of the principles 
involved, it will be obvious to those skilled in the 
art that the invention may be otherwise embodied 
and practiced without departing from the prin 
ciples or exceeding the scope of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
l. The combination with a stringed instrument 

having a tail piece laterally bowed intermediate 
its ends, of a chin rest having an engagement 
Surface for engagement by the chin of a player, 
Said Surface including a portion extending over 
the tail piece adjacent to the edge of the instru 
ment and a portion extending into the recess 
formed by Said laterally bowed tail piece, the 
portion of Said Surface situated closest to the 
face of the instrument being located directly 
above the longitudinal center line of the instru 
ment and the central region of the surface lying 
along a line substantially at right angles to said 
Center line declining gradually toward said por 
tion. 

2. The combination as Set forth in claim in 
which the portion of the surface extending into 
said recess lies at a level only slightly above the 
upper surface of the tail piece. 

3. The combination as set forth in claim 2 in 
which the surface is shaped to provide a ridge 
along the marginal portion of the rest which ex 
tends transversely of the edge portion of the 
instrument. 

HENRC W. HOGNE. 
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