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To_all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JuLius WitT, of Chi-

~cago, Illinois, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Safety Attachments
for Locks, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to an attachment for
locks and is designed to render them inecapa-
ble of being opened by ordinary methods,
such as the insertion of an. instrument be-
tween the edge of the door and the lock face
in order to press back the bolt.

To this end my invention consists broadly
in a divided or split locking bolt having one
of its ‘members pivotally connected to the
other and controlled by a suitable spring, in
combination with a striking plate having a

bridged recess to provide wards to receive

- the respective members of the locking bolt
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whereby when said members enter the wards
the bridge is interposed between them and
the forcing back thereof by an instrument
inserted between the striker and the face of
the lock is prevented. The outer sides of the
two members of the locking bolt are normally
parallel to each other and at right angles to
the face of the striker plate.

In carrying out my invention I preferably
divide the end of the bolt vertically and- one
of its members is hereinafter designated as a

-spring controlled pivoted guard piece which

is normally held in a position to prevent the
passage of an instrument to the other mem-
ber, which I call the bolt. This guard plate
is pivoted to the bolt and its controlling
spring has a bearing thereon, the guard piece
being adapted, when impinged by the strik-
ing plate, to turn on its pivot to permit it to
pass, and the striking plate being provided
with a bridged recess into the wards of which
the guard and bolt enter after being moved
by the impingement of the striking plate.
The striking plate has two apertures therein
which are divided by a bridge, the aperture

on one side of the bridge being adapted to re-

ceive the nose of the bolt and the other the
end of the gnard while the bridge is between
the guard plate and bolt when the door is
closed, so that should an instrument be in-
serted for the purpose of forcing back the
guard the bridge will engage the guard and
prevent its swinging on its pivot or being

foreced back while the door is closed. The
bolt is self-operating in closing the door, the
guard being adapted toswing on its pivot to-
ward the bolt when the guard engages the
end of the striker plate until it is brought
into proper position to enter its ward.

Theinvention is applicable to various forms
of locks, the chief change in construction be-
ing in the striking plate. I have shown the
invention as applied to an ordinary mortise
lock and also to a latch.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an elevation of the mortise lock, the door and
jamb being in section. Fig. 2is a broken
sectional view transversely through a portion
of the lock case and showing the bolt, guard
plate and its controlling spring in plan view.
TFig. 3 is an elevation showing the interior
parts of the lock and parts of the face being

broken away to show the guard plate and its’

spring. Fig. 4 is a sectional detail of the
bolt, guard and striking plate. Fig. 5 is a

front elevation of the face of the lock show--
-ing the nose of the bolt and guard. Tig. 6is
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a broken elevation of the striking plate. TFig.

7 is a side elevation of an ordinary latech hav-
ing my guard applied thereto; and Fig. 8 is
an edge view of the same showing it applied
to the door, the striking plate, door and jamb
being in section.

In the drawings 9 represents the lock ease
and 10 the bolt whose actuating mechanism
may be of any approved form. The bolt may
also be of the usual form, except that its nose
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is divided vertically or split as best seen in-

Figs. 2 and 4.. The under side of the nose of
the bolt may be notched as at 11, but this is
unimportant.

12 represents the pivoted guard which as
shown is provided with the rearwardly ex-
tending lugs which receive the pivots 13 and

also with the rearwardly extending arms 14.

upon which bear the ends of the controlling
spring 15, the latter being coiled about the
stud 16 which is carried by the shank of bolt
10. The form of the spring may be varied,
and may be coiled about the pivots of the
guard. Its purpose is to normally hold the
gunard parallel with the shank of the bolt.

17 represents the striker plate, a face view
of which as applied to a mortise lock is shown
in Fig. 6. This striking plate has the ward
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18 to receive the nose of the bolt and a ward
19 to receive the end of the guard plate 12.
These wards are separated by the bridge 20
which, when the door is closed, is interposed
between the guard and bolt. Theinner face
of the guard is preferably serrated, as clearly
shown at 12% in Fig. 4, and the purpose of
these serrations is to adapt the guard to en-
gage the edge of the bridge 20 so as to pre-
vent the guard being forced in against the
tension of the spring by an instrument in-
serted between the face of the lock and the
striker plate. The two members of the bolt
present straight surfaces transversely to the
crevices between the door and the striker
plate. These surfaces therefore do not afford
any opportunity for engagement of an open-
ing instrument as would a beveled orinclined
surface, and this feature of construction af-
fordsadditional protection againstforcing the
lock. 4

The operation of the device abovedescribed
will be apparent. When the door carrying
the striker plate 17 is closed, said plate will
first engage the guard 12, rocking it on its
pivot as shown by the dotted lines in Fig. 2,
until its front edge enters the notech 11 in bolt
10. When the door comes in line with the
jamb the bolt and guard will be projected into
their respective wards by their springs and
the door will thus be securely locked and its
opening prevented except by the application
of a proper key.

The application of the invention to a latch
is shown in Fig.7,and its application to other
forms of locks will be obvious to a skilled me-
chanie. . .

It is obvious that the struetural details
above deseribed may be considerably varied
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention, and I do not therefore intend to limit
myself to the precise construction above de-
seribed. For example, the manner of pivot-
ing the guard member to the bolt may be va-

ried, the arms 14 may be omitted and various
other details of construection changed to adapt
the device to different kinds of locks and to
various conditions. .

I claim— - : ‘

1. A safety lock comprising a divided or
split bolt having one of its members pivotally
connected to the other and controlled by a
suitable spring normally tending to hold the
members parallel to each other and a striker
plate having a bridged recess providing wards
adapted toreceive the two parts of the divided
bolt, substantially as deseribed.

9. A safety lock comprising a locking bolt
and a spring actuated guard pivotally mount-
ed on the bolt the outersurfaces of the boltand
guard being normally parallel and a striker
plate having wardstherein to receive theguard
and bolt and affording a bridge which is in-
terposed befween the guard and bolt when
the door is locked, substantially as described.

3. A safety lock eomprising in combination
a bolt, a spring actuated guard pivotally
mounted thereon, a striking plate having a
bridged recess to provide wards to receive the
bolt and guard and the said guard being
notched or serrated to adapt it to engage the
bridge to prevent forcing back the bolt, sub-
stantially as described.

4. A safety lock comprising in combination
a reciprocating locking bolt and a spring con-
trolled guard pivotally mounted thereon and

normally held parallel to the bolt and at right

angles to the striker plate, and a striker plate
having a bridged recess providing wards for
the bolt and guard, the lattér being adapted
to be rocked on its pivot and the bolt to be
forced back nupon engagement with the striker
plate in closing the door, substantially as de-
seribed.
JULIUS WITT.
Witnesses:
C. C. LINTHICUM,
N. M. Boxo.
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