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To all, ?ph???, it ??? ????er?: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. F. KNEIP, of 

Ypsilanti, in the county of Washtenaw and 
State of Michigan, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Knit Garments; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to knit garments and 

has for its object a construction insuring 
greater durability of the garment, and com 
fort to the Wearer. 
The invention consists in the matters to be 

hereinafter described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: Figure lis 
a rear elevation of the upper part of an un 
dergarment embodying my improvements. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the same. Fig. 
3 is a plan view. 
The garment is composed of a front, A, and 

back, B, connected by a yoke, C, and sleeves, 
D, connected at their upper or inner ends to 
said front, back and yoke. These parts or 
members of the garment are formed of knit 
fabric, the longitudinal ribsorrows of stitches 
of the front A and backB being arranged ver 
tically, as is usual, while in the yoke C, to the 
edges of which the top edges of said front and 
back are attached, the longitudinal ribs or 
rows of stitches are arranged horizontally or 
at right angles to those of said front and 
back. As is well known, a fabric of this 
character, and especially the “ribbed” fab 
rics used in the construction of garments de 
signed to conform to the shape of the wearer, 
possesses great elasticity transversely or in a 
direction at right angles to the length of the 
fabric or ribs, and but a relatively slight elas 
ticity in a longitudinal direction. Owing to 
this characteristic, garments made from such 
fabric stretch across the shoulders, causing 
the seams, d, which connect the arms or sleeves 
D of the garment with the body thereof, to 
droop upon, and confine the movements of the 
arms of the wearer, and to prevent accurate 
fit of the garment, besides subjecting the part 
so stretched to more rapid Wear than the other 
parts of the garment. To avoid this stretch 
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ing of the garment across the shoulders, and 
the discomfort to the wearer liable to be oc 
casioned thereby, the garment is provided 55 
with a yoke, C, the ribs or rows of stitches, c, 
of which are arranged horizontally or at right 
angles to the vertical rows banda of the back 
and front of the garment. The yoke C is of 
general triangular outline, the ribs or rows of 6o 
stitches, c, being parallel with its longest side 
or edge, c', which edge c' is connected by a 
seam with the top edge or end, b', of the back 
B. The short sides or edges, c, c, of the yoke 
are diagonal to the rows of stitches c and to 65 
the long or horizontal edge c' and are con 
nected with the top edge a' of the front A of 
the garment, by the shoulder seams thereof. 
Said diagonal edges c, care connected at 
their upper or converging ends by a short to 
edge, c', which is parallel with the rows of 
stitches cand with the long edge c", and which 
constitutes a part of the neck opening of the 
garment. The outer triangular ends orpoints 
of the yoke C project somewhat beyond those 
parts of the vertical side edges ab' of the 
front A and backB which form the armholes, 
and are connected with the opposite longi 
tudinal edges, d', d' of the arm or sleeve D of 
the garment at the upper end thereof, thus 
relieving the arm seam d of strain and wear, 
and providing in part for the fullness required 
at the inner end of the sleeve. Owing to this 
construction the undue stretching of the gar 
ment across the shoulders is avoided, thus 
maintaining the shape and proportion thereof 
at this point during use, and as the short 
horizontal edge c forms the rear part of the 
neck opening, the tendency to stretch at this 
point is materially lessened. Moreover, as 9o 
the yoke C possesses great elasticity in a ver 
tical direction, it will yield readily to forward 
movements of the head or neck of the wearer, 
thus relieving both the wearer and the gar 
ment from any stress which is apt to be felt 95 in using garments having a back composed 
entirely of a fabric in which the ribs or rows 
of stitches are vertically arranged. 
What I claim is-a- 
l. A garment comprising a front and back Ico 

formed of knit fabric, and a yoke of similar 
fabric having a general triangular outline, 
the lower edge of said yoke being horizontally 
arranged parallel with the longitudinal ribs 
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or rows of stitches thereof and being attached 
to the top edge of the back of the garment, 
and the upper edges of said yoke being ar 
ranged diagonally and attached to the top 
edge of the front of the garment, substan 
tially as described. 

2. A garment comprising a front and back 
formed of knit fabric, and a yoke of similar 
fabric and having a generally triangular out 
line, the lower horizontal edge of said yoke 
being parallel with the longitudinal ribs or 
rows of Stitches thereof, and the said hori 
zontal and the diagonal edges of said yoke 

being attached respectively to the top edges 
of the back and front of the garment, and the 15 
pointed ends of the said yoke being extended 
into the seams of the sleeves, at the upper 
ends of the latter, substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I affix 'my signature in presence 2 o 
of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM. F. KNEIP. 
Witnesses: 

C. CLARENCE POOLE, 
GEORGE W. HIGGINS, Jr. 

  


