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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HELEN. L. Bow MAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Lap-Desks, of which the 
following is a full, clear, concise, and exact 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming a part of this 
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specification. 
My invention relates to lap desks, and con 

templates an improved construction and ar 
rangement which will make the desk more 
simple, and at the same time increase its use 

5 fulness. 
The lap desk of my invention can be built 

of very light material, preferably wood, and 
can be folded together to take up very little 

It is also easily handled and held on 
the lap. 

In the accompanying drawings, which 
plainly illustrate my invention, Figure 1 is a 
perspective view, showing the parts un 
folded to form the desk; Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view taken on plane 2–2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 
shows another position in which the desk can 
be used; Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on 
plane 4-4 of Fig. 3; Fig. 5 shows the parts 
of the desk folded together, and Fig.6 shows 
the parts comprising the desk all arranged 
in a horizontal plane. 
The desk body comprises the top and bot 

tom parts 1 and 2, and the back part 3. The 
parts 1 and 2 are hinged together at One edge, 
as by means of hinges 4, so that these parts 
can be folded together, as shown in Fig. 5, or 
arranged at an angle as shown in Figs. 1 to 
4. The back part is hinged at the rear edge 
of one of the members 1 and 2, being shown 
as hinged to the rear edge of the top member 
1, as by means of hinges 5. 
When the parts are in position to form the 

desk, the back part 3 assumes an upright 
position, as shown in Fig. 1, resting with its 
free edge against the part 2. A section is 
cut from the hinged edges of the parts 1 and 
2 to leave the more or less circular edges 6 
and 7, which, when the members are in the 
position shown in Fig. 1, form a sort of 
pocket for the user's body, the desk being 
thus held more securely in place on the lap, 
and its main surface being also brought 
closer to the person. The back member 3 
may also have a section cut therefrom, to 
secure lightness. The part 2 rests on the lap 

art 1 forms the inclined desk surface. A 
ead 8 may be provided to the part 1, which 

preferably runs lengthwise thereof, just in 
side the curved edge 6, and serves to prevent 
papers or other objects from sliding from the 
desk. To secure the back part 3 in its up 
right position, plugs or screws 9 may be pro 
vided near the rear edge of the part 2, so 
spaced as to confine the engaging edge of the 
part 3 against transverse movement on the 
part 2. 

I also provide a copy-holder 10 for the 
desk, in the form of a rectangular panel, or 
board, which is hinged to the rear edge of the 
top member 1 and so that it may be swung 
forwardly to lie against the top member. 
To lock the copy-holder in its upper position, 
a spring bar or plate 11 is secured at an inter 
mediate point 12 to the back of the copy 
holder board, its lower section 13 having a 
hole 14 at its end for engaging over a pin or 
the head of a screw 15 secured near the upper 
edge of the back part 3. The end edge of the 
section 13 may also be bent outwardly a 
trifle, so that when the copy-holder is swung 
rearwardly, the end of the spring plate will 
slide over the pin or screw head to guide the 
opening to the pin or screw head. The other 
part 16 of the spring plate widens out at its 
end and is bent forwardly over the upper 
edge of the copy-holder board, and then 
downwardly, the downwardly extending end 
17 forming a clamping plate under which 
papers, books or other copy material may be 
inserted, the end being V-shaped, with its 
edges bent outwardly, in order that the pa 
pers, books or other "E. material may be 
more readily inserted thereunder. As the 
plate 11 is of spring material, the clamped 
end 17 will be held toward the copy-holder 
board, and any copy material thus securely 
held in place. 
When the parts are to be folded, the spring 

frame is first disengaged from the pin or 
screw 15, and the copy-holder swung against 
the top 1. The back part 2 is then swung in 
wardly against the part 1, and the parts 1 
and 2 brought together, the parts then being 
in relatively folded position, as shown in Fig. 
5. If it is not desired to use the copy holder, 
the desk can be reversed, so that the part 2 
will form the top board, this position being 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4. Also, if it is not de 
sired to have the top on an incline, the back 
board 3 need not be raised. When the desk 

in a more or less horizontal position, and the is unfolded, the bottom member forms a 
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shelf for storing objects, which can be slipped swung at an angle to each other, a sup 
in from the front between the edges 6 and 7 porting member hinged to the outer edge of 
or from the rear or from the sides. said planar member to be folded against 

I claim as follows: said planar member or to be swung to an 
1. In a lap desk, the combination of two upright position between the members to 

rectangular planar membershinged together hold said members in their relative angular 
at one edge and adapted thereby to be folded position, a panel hinged at one edge to the 
E". t e tells to R. at an edge 2. the p E"E" yhigh the alse W. eacn. Other, a rd member piv- supporting member is ed and in posl 
oted to one of the pleath. to be in- tion to be folded against said planar member 
terposed between the planar members to or to be swung to an upright position to 
hold them ap when swung to an angle, a form a support for copy material, a spring 
copy holder hinged to an edge of one of the R. secured to the back of the panel and 
plan. ley's Eighter EY E. al Eig oth E. a. E. he copy noder, and a detent member or lection on the supporting member for hay 
engaging with the spring member to lock the ling latching eggie with the hole in the 
copyholder in open position. spring member when the panel is swung to 

2. In a lap desk, the combination of a an upright position, the top of said spring 
planar member forming the desktop, an up- member folding over the top edge of the 
right member hinged to the planar member panel to form a clamping plate for securing 
to be folded against said planar member or copy material to the panel. 
to be swung to an upright position to there- 5. In a lap desk, the combination of two 
by hold the planar member in inclined post- planar members hinged together at their 
tion, b copy holder Ring,l the RE edge to E. felled together or to be elloe a, SOTIS ale. On the COOW OCe SWUll.9 at all 896. With eaC). Other a ).O 
having an E. and a pin SAFa in the E. for Eli the planar in E 
upright member for engagement with said apart, a copy holder hinged to one of the 
opening s th EF. it. position, pa, R. 8, Rig Plate o ited . In a lap desk, the complination of two at an intermed late point to the sald copy 
rectangular similar planar members hinged holder, a spring clip formed at the upper 
together at their inner edges to be thus end of said spring plate, a spring latch formed 
folded together or to be swung to an angle at the lower end of said spring plate and 
with each other, a supporting member a detent member extending from the prop 
hinged to the outer edge of one of the planar to be engaged by the latch end to lock the 
members to be swung against said member copy holder in upright position. 
or to be swung to an upright position to ent 6. In a lap desk, the combination of two 
ES E. the R. le, sh hold plan, eler, 1 s gi gether at sald members at angles W1th each other, a One edge, the inlinged edges of the planar 
copy holder in the E. of a panel hinged to Aini. having E. Sctions cut p 
vicii Giolinase, Ra'a G, ...", "She's Ra", he 
in position to be swung against said planar of the planar members, extensions. 9 from 
member or to be swung to an upright posi- the other planar member for locking the 
tion, a projection on the supporting mem- prop member in Rio and a copy holder 
ber, and a spring member on the copy holder hinged to the top planar member. 
adapted for latching engagement with the In witness whereof I hereunto subscribe 
extension when the copy holder is swung to my name this 29th day of May, 1908. 
an upright position to hold the copy holder HELEN. L. BOWMAN. 
in such position. 

4. In a lap desk, the combination of two Witnesses: 
planar members hinged together at their CHARLEs J. ScHMIDT, 
inner edges to be folded together or to be LEONARD W. Now ANDER. 
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