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provision of a plurality of series of tubular 
branches, the central stem of the illuminator 
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UNITED STATEs PATENT OFFICE. 
ERNEST. H. MoSEMAN, OF BROOKILYN, NEW YORK. 

ILLUMINATING MEANS FOR CHRISTMAs TREEs. 

1,303,103. 

To all whom it may concern; Be it known that I, ERNEST H. MosEMAN, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State 
of New York, have invented a new and use 
ful illuminating Means for Christmas Trees: 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
lise the same. This invention relates to an improved 
illuminating device for Christmas trees, and. 
one of the objects of the invention is to pro 
vide an illuminator stand constructed of 
tubular pipe sections, designed to have con 
nection with a suitable source of gas supply, 
and provided with flexible tubular branches 
terminating in gas burners and suitable globes, EiS, illuminating a Christ 
mas tree and the ornaments thereon. 
A further object of the "invention is the 

stand having suitable valves or stop-cocks, 
One for each series of branches, whereby the 
gas to each series may be controlled sepa 
rately from the other series. . A further object of the invention is the 
provision of globes for the burners, each to 
resemble, or be constructed in order to con 
stitute an ornament for the tree 
a shield for the light. s 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide suitable clamps for the flexible 
branches for connecting them to the branches 
of the tree. 
In practical fields, the details of construc 

tion may necessitate alterations falling with 
in the scope of what is claimed. 
The invention comprises further features 

and combination of parts, as hereinafter set 
forth, shown in the drawings and claimed. 

in the drawings:-- 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of 

the improved illuminator for Christmas 
trees, constructed in accordance with the 
invention. 

as well as 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view through. 
the central stem of the illuminator. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4-4 of 

Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view through 
the extremity of one of the flexible branches 
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of the illuminator, showing the burner and 
illustrating the globe. 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the base of the 
stand of the illuminator, showing the holder 
for the tree. 

Fig. 7 is a detail view of the clamp for 
connecting the terminal portion of each 
flexible branch to a limb of the tree. Referring more especially to the drawings, 
1 designates a suitable base for the Christ 
mas tree illuminator, which may be secured 
to the floor or the like by means of screws or 
other devices 2. Rising upwardly from the 
base I, is a Christmas tree socket 3, to receive 
the lower end of the stem 4 of the Christmas 
tree, there being a screw 5 extending up 
wardly through the base 1 and into the stem 
4, to hold the Christmas tree securely in the 
socket. The base 1 is designed to be cast, and 
formed integrally therewith is an upstand 
ing plate 6. Also cast to the plate 6 is an 
elbow 7. Threaded to the elbow 7 is a yalve 
casing 8, into the other end of which a nipple 
9 is threaded. This nipple 9 may be con 
nected to any suitable source of gas supply, 
not shown, by any suitable flexible tube con 
nection 10. The casing 8 is provided with a 
conventional form of tapering plug valve 11, provided with a transverse opening 12, 
adapted to register with the passages of the 
elbow 7 and the nipple 9. The Christmas 
tree illuminator, has a central tubular stem 
13, which comprises the tubular sections 14, 
15, 16, 17 and 18, and the connecting casings 
19, 20, 21 and 22, and the valve casings 28, 
24 and 25. The casing 19 connects the two 
sections 14 and 15, while the lower ends of 
the sections 16 and 17 are threaded at 26 
into the casings 20 and 21, respectively. The 
lower ends of the casings 20, 21 and 22 are 
threaded into the valve casings 23, 24 and 25, 
respectively, the upper ends of the tubular 
sections 15, 16 and it being threaded into the 
lower ends of the valve casings 23, 24 and 25, 
respectively. The tubular section 18 of the 
stem of the illuminator is constructed from 
a flexible tube, and its lower end is fitted 
over the nipple 27 of the casing 22. The 
casings 19, 20, 21 and 22 are provided with 
chambers 28, and extending radially from said casings are nipples 29, to which the 
flexible tubular branches 30 of the illumi 
nator are fitted, whereby the gas that col 
lects in the chambers of said casings may 
pass through the flexible branches to the 
burners. Each of the casings 23, 24, and 25 
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is provided with a conventional form of plug 
gas cock or valve 31 provided with a trans 
verse opening 32, adapted to register with 
the passage through the stem of the illu 
minator. By these valves, the gas to each 
series of tubular branches may be controlled. 
The outer end of each tubular branch 30 is 
connected to an extension nipple 33 of an 
elbow 34, which terminates in a conical 
flange 35 having screws 36 to hold the globes 
37 to the flanges. Each globe may be of a 
different shape or configuration, in order to 
act as an ornament, as well as a shield for 
the light from the burner 38, which is 
threaded at 39 in the outer upturned end of 
the elbow 34. In using the illuminator, the 
tubular branches 30 (which are flexible) are 
counected to the limbs of the Christmas tree, 
by means of the clamps 40, in order to hold 
the flexible tubular branches adjacent said 
limb, in the manner shown in Fig. 1. The 
handles of the clamps 40 have springs 41in 
terposed therebetween to cause the clamping 
jaws to hold the flexible tubular branches 
to the limbs of the tree. One of the clamp 
ing jaws of each clamp is provided with 
struck up spurs 42, to pierce or embed into 
the limb of the tree, to prevent slipping of 
the clamp, Suitable clamping device 43, 
constructed from a single strip of spring 

The spring sheet metal of the device 43 is bent to afford a sub 
stantially circular portion 44, which en 
gages about the stem of the illuminator, and 
the opposing arms of the device 40 have 
curved parts 45, to clamp diametrically op 
posite portions of the stem of the Christ 
mas tree, there being a screw 46 to draw the 
opposing arms of the device 43 toward each 
other. The vertical flexible branch section 

protruding reduced nipples havin 
ends, and flexible tubes cohnected to the 

18, at its upper end, connects to a short tube 
47 provided with a flaring flange 48, which 
supports a top globe 49, and fixed or extend 
edinto the tube 47 is a burner 50. By the 
construction of a device of this kind, a 
Christmas tree may be illuminated by vir 
tue of gas. It is the aim to have the burn 
ers reasonably small, and the globes com paratively large, thereby avoiding intense 
heat in order to prevent fire. However, the 
globes are not to be so large, as to be more 
prominent than the ornaments of the tree, 
and furthermore, the globes may be of dif ferent colors. - 

The invention having been set forth, what is claimed as new and useful is:- 
In an illuminator for Christmas trees, the 

combination with a perpendicular stand 
ard, of a base therefor, said standard com prising a plurality of elongated sections gradually diminishing in diameters from the 
base to the top of the standard, reducing couplings connecting the adjacent ends of 
said sections, whereby they are supported axially super-imposed, said couplingshay 
ing chambers and provided with ri; 

Ole 

beaded nipples and having their outer ends 
terminating in burners, and means for cont 
necting said standard to the central stem of the tree. 
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In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

ERNESTH, MOSEMAN. 
Witnesses: 

FLORA GEILSDORFER, 
FRANK M. MosFMAN. 


