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2,415,254 

STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,415,254 

EXPANOBLE BELT 

Eugene Lutz, Philadelphia, Pa., and Samuel Segal, 
New York, N.Y., assignors to Pioneer Suspender 
Company, Philadelphia, Pa., a corporation of 
Pennsylvania 

Application October 17, 1946, serial No. 703,804 
(C. 2-322) 5 Claims. 

The present invention is directed to an ex 
pandible belt for appropriately sustaining 
trousers, slacks, or the like about the body of 
the wearer. More particularly the invention is 
directed to a serviceable belt wherein a yieldingly 
controlled and normally self retracted and re 
ciprocably guided link rotatably or swingably 
Sustains One end of a buckle adapted to thread 
ably receive and removably clamp a free end of 
the belt. One important object of the invention, 
inter alia, is to provide a novel connection be 
tWeen the Self retracting link and the buckle 
whereby the latter may be conveniently attached 
Or detached from the link. Another object of 
the invention is realized in the provision of an 
effective self retracting reciprocable link ex 
tendible and retractable out of or into a looped 
portion of the belt and comprising complementary 
locking components for disconnectably holding 
a SWingable hasp of the buckle. As a further 
aspect the invention is concerned with a func 
tionally and structurally improved and sturdy 
but resiliently controlled link comprising trans 
Versely curved bearing means removably and 
rotatably Sustaining SWingable means carried by 
the buckle and comprising self retracting resilient 
closure means for removably interlocking with 
the bearing means to either retain the Swingable 
means in an operative but rotatable relation 
therewith or permit removal of the Swingable 
means therefron. The invention has a further 
important object to permit inexperienced opera 
tors, as belt retailers to promptly and properly 
Substitute on a belt One indicia carrying buckle 
for another indicia carrying buckle with con 
Venience and facility. Specifically the inven 
tion has as another important object the pro 
vision of transversely curved keeper means de 
fining a hollow bearing for rotatably but re 
movably sustaining a SWingable hasp of the 
buckle by a relatively flat leaf spring having a 
forwardly projecting and medially disposed lip 
removably interlocking with the walls of a recess 
interrupting the bearing, the leaf spring having 
laterally extending wing means cooperating to 
removably bridge alined gaps of the bearing to 
retain a Shank of the SWingable hasp of the 
buckle rotatably confined therein. 
More particularly the invention has a further 

important object to provide in a stretch or ex 
pandible and contractible beit of the character 
referred to a reciprocable link having its distal 
Gr rear portion connected to normally contracted 
spring means secured to an anchoring plate con 
cealed with the loop portion of the belt and em 
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of the Spring means. 

2 
bodying spaced sockets slidably guided by spaced 
arms of a wire loop or stabilizing means retained 
in part by the anchoring plate and desirably 
straddling the Spring means and comprising 
proximal transversely disposed terminal means 
serving as stop means to cooperate With the 
spaced sockets to limit the withdrawal or pro 
jection of the slidably guided link out of the loop 
portion of the belt and against the resistance 

Other important and 
salient objects, features, and functional and 
structural advantages of the invention Will ap 
pear from the following description considered 
With the teachings of the accompanying dra W 
ings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a frag 
mentary portion of the compensatory and ex 
tendible belt according to my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a rear view of Fig. 1 but illustrating 
the loop portion of the belt partly broken away. 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line A-4 of 
Fig. 3 showing the link slightly projected out of. 
the loop portion of the belt. 

Fig. 5 is a view substantially similar to Fig. 2 
however illustrating the buckle disconnected 
from the keeper of the automatically retractable 
link. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
link illustrating the front or proximal end of 
the resilient and flexible locking leaf spring lifted 
or unlocked from the bearing. 

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 4 however illus 
trating a slightly modified tongue of the re 
ciprocable link which is shown partly withdrawn 
from the loop portion of the belt. 

Fig. 8 is a view along the lines of Fig. 7 illus 
trating the link in its maximum withdrawal out 
of the loop portion of the belt at which time the 
spaced sockets of the tongue or shank of the link 
cooperate with inwardly bent ends of the loop or 
stabilizing means straddling the spaced springs 
to limit withdrawal of the link. 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view on the line 9-9 of 
Fig. 7. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary portion of Fig. 8 how 
ever illustrating a slightly modified loop and 
tongue, and 

Fig. 11 is a sectional view on the line - o 
Fig. 10. m 

Illustrative of the embodiments disclosed, the 
belt generally denoted B comprises a terminal 
portion and a looped portion . The terminal 
portion O is adapted to be removably threaded 
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into and retained by the inwardly turned flanges 
E2 of the buckle 4 having the rotatable belt 
Crank lever 5 appropriately journaled thereto. 
his lever has one arm 6 (Fig. 3) provided with 

Spaced detents or teeth 7 for camming and 
clamping the terminal portion of the belt 
against the body of the buckle f4 against dis 
placement relative to the latter. 

Bell crank lever 5 is also characterized by an 
arm 8 having the hasp 9 defining the cross rod 
Or shank 29 adapted to be removably retained 
in the hollow transversely curyed socket, or bear 
ing 2 having ends 22 integral with and extend 
ing. laterally of the tongue or Shank 23 of the 
self retracting link or member generally denoted 

rectilinearly guided in opening or mouth 24 
in the body of the belt and its contiguous turned 
over portion 25 which has its end 26 secured to 
the body of the belt by the vertical line of Stitch 
ing 27 and by the spaced longitudinally disposed 
lines of Stitching 28 defining an internally ar 
ranged chamber 29 in which tongue 23 is normal 
ly concealed. 
Appropriately secured within the chamber 29 

but to the end 26 of the turned over portion 25 
of the belt B by the rivets 39 is the anchoring 
plate 3 having the spaced hooks 32 for desir 
ably retaining the posterior or dista ends of the 
spaced helicoidal normally contracted springs 33 
having their anterior or front ends desirably 
mounted or retained on the spaced hooks 34 pro 
jecting from the distal or rear portion of the ex 
tendible and retractable tongue 23 of the link 
I, having in the form according to Figs, 2 and 4 
the laterally extending distal lugs 35 cooperating 
with the forward portions 36 of the loop portion 

defined by the belt B and its secured turned 
over portion 25 to limit the projection or exten 
sion of the link I out of the chamber 29. The 
spaced springs 33 of course resist the projec 
tion or withdrawal of the link out of the cham 
ber 29 and recoil to automatically retract the 
link upon removal of the outward pull or thrust 
"On the keeper or bearing 2 . Such retraction is 
inited when the bearing 2 strikes the for Ward 
portions 36. This is the normal position of the 
link. 

Associated with the link L. and for a major 
part extending longitudinally thereof is the flat 
and relatively thin sheet metal leaf Spring or re 
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tainer broadly designated 37 characterized by a 
relatively elongated shank 38 having its rear end 
anchored by the spaced rivets 39 (Fig. 2) to 
tongue 23 of link L. Shank 38 normally pro 
jects through opening or mouth 24 of the loop 
: of the belt and is provided with a cross shaped 
head having the laterally extending wings or por 
tions of spring 37 intermediate the ends of the 
latter 39 and the medially disposed lip 49. Nor 
mally the spring or resilient and flexible retainer 
3 is maintained flatwise against the link I and in 
such relation characterizes locking closure means 
for recess if interrupting bearing 2 and for 
the alined gaps 42 defined by the transversely 
curved lobes 43 of the ends. 22 of bearing or 
keeper 2. 
As illustrated in Fig. 5, the depressible or lift 

able lip 4 of the leaf spring 3 normally pro 
jects forwardly beyond the recess 4 of the bear 
ing 2 although in part is confined within recess 
4 and yieldingly bears against wall 44 thereof 
(Fig. 6). In the matter of connecting the buckle 
4 to the slidably guided link L, by shifting the 

buckle 4 towards the transversely curved bearing 
or member 2 or the latter towards the buckle, 

60 

70 

4. - 

lip 4 is initially fiexed out of recess if by the 
shank or cross rod 2 of the buckle. Thereafter 
shank 28 further displaces or actuates the leaf 
Spring causing the latter to further ilex Outward 
ly and ultimately wings 39 are lifted out of the 
alined gaps 2 of the bearing 2. Consequently 
shank 2 of the buckle rides under the Wings 
39 and into the alined gaps 42, failing within 
the confines of Ore 35 of the bearing 2, the 
recess may be said to interrupt the anterior 
portion or terminal means of the bearing 2 and 
defines with the spaced posterior ol' distal pol'- 
tion of the bearing air open face or channel of 
Which the allied gaps 42 are a part. 

Pursuant to reception of shank 25 into the bore 
of the bearing, the leaf spring automatically re 
tracts by reason of its own resiliency to its nor 
inal position, thus lip or anterior terminal means 
A enters recess is to interlock with the Walls 
thereof while Wings 3 bridge the allined gaps 
42, hence precluding direct, access to Shank 2) 
and concornitantly rotatably retaining this shank 
confined within bore 35 of the bearing 2. By 
the arrangement disclosed leaf spring 3 may 
be said to characterize means complementary to 
the bearing or keeper 2 for rotatably and dis 
connectably sustaining the buckle. To disconnect 
the latter from the bearing a rotational thrust 
is applied to the buckle, thus causing shank 2 to 
lift wings 33 initially away from the alined gaps 
42, which action in turn causes lip 49 to be 
shifted or lifted out of recess 4 whereby Shank 
29 may be quickly withdrawn or removed from 
the bore of the bearing, and consequently the 
buckle is disconnected. Following Such action, 
the depressible leaf spring 3 automatically re 
flexes or retracts to removably interlock with the 
walls of recess 4 or in other words With the 
bearing 2. 
With the buckle connected to the bearing and 

retained in a rotatable relation therewith by the 
leaf spring 37, terminal of the helt may be 
desirably threaded into the buckle and applo 
priately clamped as is well understood in an ad 
justed position by the swingable or rotatable belt 
crank lever 5 as heretofore pointed out. If the 
belt be around the body of the wearer and 
clamped in an adjusted position, the belt is all 
tomatically compensatory in response to the OS 
cillations of the body of the wearer, that is, the 
belt expands and contracts or “breathes' as it 
is worn. By such action link L. bodily oscillates 
or yieldingly reciprocates into and out of the 
mouth or opening 24 against the resistance of 
the normally contracted Springs 33. 
In the embodiment according to Figs. 2 and 4, 

the proximal transversely disposed portions 36 of 
the loop portion of the belt as previously stat 
ed cooperate with the distal lugs 35 to limit the 
projection of the link L, out of the belt. Where 
these lugs are eliminated as in the embodiments 
in accordance with Figs. 7 and 10, withdrawal 
of the link L is limited by the coaction of the 
hollow and curved sockets or ears 5 integral 
with and extending from the sides of the shank 
or tongue 23 of the link L. and the proximal in 
wardly turned in ends or stops 5 in Figs. and 
8 or the proximal bridge portion 52 of a rela 
tively sturdy wire loop generally designated 53 
comprising sides or arms 53 straddling the nor 
mally contracted helicoidal springs 33 attached 
to or mounted on the ears or hooks 32 of the 
anchoring plate 3 and to the ears or hooks 3: 
of the link L. 

In the case of the form illustrated in FigS. 8 
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and 9, bridge 55 interconnecting arms 34 of 
loop 53 is loosely but rotatably confined against 
removal in the closed but hollow hooks 32 and 
sides or arms 54 of the loop. 53 serves as track 
or stabilizing means slidably guiding the curved 
sockets or bearings 5 G. Sy this arrangement upon 
withdrawal of the link L. from the belt portion 

f, the link may be said to be rectilinearly guid 
ed by the arms 53. This is also true upon the 
retraction of the link into the belt. But in the 
form shown in Fig. 8, the inwardly turned prox 
imal lugs or ends 5 of the wire loop L. charac 
terize stop means for the sockets 5 to limit 
the extension of the link out of the belt. Other 
wise the embodiment of Figs. 7–9 is along the 
lines illustrated in Figs. 1-6. 

In Fig. 10, the posterior terminals 56 of the 
arms 54 are appropriately rotatably retained by 
the spaced hooks 32 of the fixed anchoring plate 
3 and the uninterrupted bridge portion 52 acts 
as stop means for the coiled Sockets Or bearings 
5 of the loop. 53 slidably guiding the normally 
retracted link I. In other aspects the for ac 
cording to Figs. 10 and 1 is substantially identi 
cal to the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1-6 
except in Figs. 7-9 the strengthening rib 5’ ex 
tends above the top face of the link I, whereas 
in Figs. 10 and 11 the rib 57' although struck out, 
of the link extends from the rear face thereof 
to permit flatwise positioning of the wire loop on 
the link. 

Subsequent to threading clamping portion it of 
the belt B in the buckle, this portion may be re 
movably retained in close juxtaposition with the 
body of the belt by a conventional loop 58 ap 

3 
The bottom portion 59 

propriately surrounding the upper portion 
(Fig. 3) of the loop . 
of loop 58 in part Sustains the spaced Springs 33 
to preclude undesirable Sagging and in the em 
bodiments shown in Figs. 7 and 10, the wire loop 
53 is also precluded from sagging by loop 8 
and of course is prevented from bodily longitu 
dial displacement lengthwise of the belt, 
By the present invention it is appreciated that 

the buckle may be readily connected or discon 
nectsed from the extendible and retractible link 
even though the lattei' is resiliently anchored 
within the belt. Such action may be readily ac 
complished by even inexperienced operators, 
Such as, by retailers who in completing a sale may 
desire to substitute one indicia, carrying buckle 
for and ther buckle carrying different initials or 
indicia. 
Warious changes may be made in the details of 

construction and arrangement of parts without 
departing from the Spirit of the invention or sac 
rificing any of the advantages thereof inherent 
therein. 
We claim: 
1. In a belt wherein a buckle is provided With 

a Shank, a loop portion having an opening, a link 
movably concealed in part within said portion 
and in part projectible out of Said opening and 
embodying bearing means arranged outside of 
Said loop portion and having a bore, said bearing 
Ileans having terminal means spaced from a 
distal portion thereof and constituting a channel 
disposed longitudinally of said bearing means in 
communication with said bore, said terminal 
means having Spaced lobes defining a recess, and 
a relatively flat leaf Spring having a posterior 
portion secured to said link and having a liftable 
anterior portion removably and normally dis 
posed within Said recess and having laterally ex 
tending Wings removably and normally disposed 
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6 
across said channel to preclude removal of said 
shank from said bore, said anterior portion nor 
mally extending forwardly beyond said lobes and 
adapted to be actuated by Said shank for removal 
of said anterior portion out of said recess and 
Said Wings out of said channel for projecting said 
shank into said bore. 

2. In a belt wherein a buckle is secured at 
One end thereof, a loop portion having an open 
ing, a link movably concealed in part within said 
portion and in part projectibie out of said open 
ing and embodying bearing means arranged out 
side of said loop portion and having a bore, re 
cess means and a channel, and a leaf spring dis 
posed flatWise relative to said link and having 
a posterior part secured thereto and having a 
forwardly disposed lip removably interlocking 
With the walls of said recess and extending for 
Wardly of said bearing means and having means 
extending laterally relative to said lip for renov 
ably bridging said channel, said lip adapted to 
he depressed by said buckle and moved out of 
Said recess to remove said means extending lat 
erally of the lip from said channel for reception 
of a part of said buckle within said bore, said lip 
and said Ileans extending laterally thereof pur 
suant to reception of said part of said buckle 
into said bore automatically retracting whereby 
Said lip interlocks with the walls of said recess 
and said means extending laterally of said lip is 
disposed across said channel to preclude removal 
of said aforementioned part of said buckle from 
Said bearing means. - 

3. In a device of the character described where 
in a slidably guided tongue is adapted to be con 
cealed within a loop portion of a belt and wherein 
the tongue is connected to normally contracted 
spring means concealed and retained within said 
loop portion, the combination of, a loop in part 
mounted. On Said tongue and adapted to be con 
cealed within said loop portion, means spaced 
from said link for securing said loop against bod 
ily longitudinal displacement relative to said loop 
portion sockets carried by said tongue and slid 
ably guided by said loop, and transversely dis 
posed means integral With said loop and coop 
erating with said sockets to imit the projection 
of said tongue out of said loop portion. 

4. In a device of the character described where 
in a slidably guided tongue is adapted to be con 
cealed within a loop portion of a belt and wherein 
the tongue is connected to normally contracted 
spring means concealed and retained within said 
loop portion, the combination of, a loop in part 
mounted on said tongue and adapted to be con 
cealed within said loop portion and having Spaced 
arms, means Spaced from Said link for securing 
said loop against bodily longitudinal displacement 
relative to said loop portion Sockets carried by 
said tongue and slidably guided by said arms, 
and trainSversely disposed means carried by and 
at one end of said loop for cooperating with said 
sockets to limit the projection of Said tongue out 
of said loop portion and against the resistance 
of said spring means. 

5. In a device of the character described where 
in a slidably guided tongue is adapted to be con 
cealed within a loop portion of a belt and wherein 
the totague is connected to normally contracted 
Spring means concealed and retained within said 
loop portion, the combination of, a loop in part 
mounted on said tongue and adapted to be con 
cealed within said loop portion and having spaced 
and longitudinally disposed arms, means spaced 
from said link for securing said loop against bod 
ily longitudinal displacement relative to said loop 
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portion sockets integral with Said tongue and 
slidably guided by said arms, and transversely 
disposed Stop means integral With Saidarins and 
cooperating with said sockets to limit the pro 
jection of Said tonglle Out of Said loop portion and 
against the resistance of Said Spring means. 

6. In a device of the character described where 
in a slidably guided tongue is adapted to be 
concealed within a loop portion of a belt and 
Wherein the tongue is connected to normally con 
tracted Spring means concealed and retained 
within said loop portion, the combination of, a 
Wire loop in part mounted on said tongue and 
adapted to be concealed within said loop portion 
and having Spaced and longitudinally disposed 
rectilinear arms, neans. Spaced from said link 
for securing said loop against bodily longitudinal 
displacement relative to said loop portion sockets 
integral with said tongue and Slidably guided by 
said arrins, proximal tiansversely disposed stop 
means integral with said arms and cooperating 
with said sockets to init, the projection of said 
tongue out of said loop portion and against the 
resistance of Said spring means, and Stiffening 
means extending longitudinally of said tongue. 

7. In a beit, wherein a buckle is provided with 
a shank; a nenger at one end of said belt, means 
sustaining said member on said belt, Said member 
embodying bearing means disposed outside of 
said end and having spaced portions defining re 
cess means and having a bore disposed longitudi 
nally thereof and having a channel in Connuni 
cation with said bore for receiving said Shank 
prior to reception of the latter within Said bore, 
and Spring closure means having a portion Se 
cured to said member 2nd having depressible 
means removably interiocking with the Walls of 
said recess and extending forwardly thereof and 
having means for removably bridging said chan 
nel to resist removal of said shank from said bore 
and through said channel. 

8. In a belt, wherein a buckle is carried at One 
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end thereof, a loop portion having an Opening, 
a link movably concealed in part within said por 
tion and in part projectible out of Said Opening 
and embodying transversely curved hollow bear 
ing means arranged outside of Said loop portion 
and provided with a bore for renovably receiving 
a part of said buckle and having a channel in 
communication with said bore, said bearing 
means having a recess in communication with 
said bore and channel, and a reiatively flat leaf 
spring having its rear end secured to said link 
and having laterally extending Wings renovably 
bridging said channel to resist removal of the 
aforementioned part of said buckie from said 
bore and having medially disposed means nor 
mally removably disposed within said receSS and 
projecting forwardly thereof and adapted to be 
actuated by said buckle to flex said Spring for 
removing said medially disposed means Out of 
said recess and said wings from said channel. 

9. In a, belt wherein a buckle is carried at One 
end thereof, a loop portion having an Opening, 
a link movably concealed in part within said 
portion and in part projectible out of Said Open 
ing and embodying transversely curved hollow 
bearing means arranged outside of Said loop poi 
tion and provided with a bore for removably 
receiving a part of said buckle and having a 
channel in communication. With said bore, said 
bearing means having a recess intermediate 
thereof, and in connunication. With said bore and 
channel, an automatically retractable relatively 
fiat leaf spring having its rear end secured to 
said link and having laterally extending Wings 
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8 
removably bridging said channel to resist removal 
of the aforementioned part of said buckle from 
said bore and having a medially disposed means 
normally removably disposed within said recess 
and projecting for Wardly thereof and adapted to 
be actuated by said buckle to flex said spring 
for removing said medially disposed means out 
of said recess and said Wings from said channel, 
and helicoidal spring means anchored within 
said loop portion and secured to said link for 
normally holding said bearing means adjacent to 
said loop portion. 

10. In a belt wherein a buckle is carried at one 
end thereof, a loop portion having an opening, 
a link novably concealed in part within said por 
tion and in part projectible out of said opening 
and embodying transversely curved hollow bear 
ing means arranged outside of Said loop portion 
and provided with a bore for removably receiving 
a part of Saidi buckle and having a channel in 
communication with said bore, said bearing 
means having a recess intermediate thereof and 
in connunication. With said bore and channel, 
an automatically retractable relatively flat leaf 
Spring having its rear end Secured to said link 
and having laterally extending wings removably 
bridging said channel to resist removal of the 
aforementioned part of said buckle from said bore 
and having medially disposed terminal means 
normalily renovably disposed within said recess 
and projecting forwardly thereof and adapted to 
be actuated by said buckle to flex said spring for 
removing said medially disposed means out of 
Said recess and Said Wings from Said channel, 
spaced helicoidal Springs attached to said link 
and anchored within said loop portion, stabiliz 
ing means straddling said helicoidal springs, 
means in Ounting said stabilizing means against 
bodily displacement longitudinally of said loop 
portion, and means slidably guiding said link 
on said stabilizing means and lengthwise of said 
belt. 

11. In a belt wherein a buckle is carried at one 
eid thereof, a loop portion having an opening, 
a link movably concealed in part within said 
portion and in part projectible Out of said open 
iing and embodying transversely curved hollow 
bearing means arranged outside of said loop 
portion and provided with a bore for removably 
receiving a part of said buckle and having a 
channel in connunication. With said bore, said 
bearing means having a recess intermediate 
thereof and in communication. With Said bore and 
channel, an automatically retractable relatively 
flat leaf Spring having its rear end Secured to 
said link and having laterally extending wings 
removably bridging said channel to resist removal 
of the aforementioned part of said buckle from 
Said bore and having medially disposed terminal 
means normally removably disposed within said 
recess and projecting forwardly thereof and 
adapted to be actuated by said buckle to flex said 
Spring for renoving said medially disposed means 
out of Said recess and said Wings from said chan 
nel, Spaced helicoidal Springs attached to said 
link and anchored within said loop portion, a 
Wire loop having Spaced arms disposed adjacent 
to said helicoidal springs, means mounting said 
wire loop against bodily displacement longitudi 
nally of said loop portion, Spaced sockets carried 
by Said link and slidably guided by said arms, and 
transversely disposed means carried by said wire 
loop and cooperating with said sockets to limit 
the Withdrawal of said link out of said loop por 
tion. 
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12. In a belt wherein a buckle is carried at one 
end thereof, a loop portion having an opening, 
a link movably concealed in part within said por 
tion and in part projectible out of said opening 
and embodying transversely curved hollow bear 
ing means arranged outside of Said loop portion 
and provided with a bore for removably receiving 
a part of Said buckle and having a channel in 
communication with said bore, said bearing 
means having a receSS intermediate thereof and 
in communication with said bore and channel, 
an automatically retractable relatively flat leaf 
Spring having its rear end secured to said link 
and having laterally extending Wings removably 
bridging said channel to resist removal of the 
aforementioned part of Said buckle from Said bore 
and having medially disposed means normally 
removably disposed within said recess and pro 
jecting forwardly thereof and adapted to be actu 
ated by said buckle to flex said spring for remov 
ing said medially disposed means out of said re 
ceSS and Said Wings from said channel, an an 
choring plate Secured within said loop portion 
and Spaced from said link, spaced helicoidal 
Springs Secured to Said link and plate, loop means 
in part mounted on said link and having spaced 
arms straddling said helicoidal springs, means 
carried by said plate for retaining said wire loop 
Within Said loop portion and against bodily longi 
tudinal displacement relative to said belt, and 
Sockets on said link and slidably guided on said 
arms and COOperating with said loop means to 
limit withdrawal of said link out of said loop portion. 

13. In a belt wherein a buckle is provided with 
a Shank, a member at one end of said belt, means 
Sustaining Said member on said belt, said mem 
ber embodying bearing means disposed outside 
of Said end and having spaced portions defining 
receSS means and having a bore disposed longi 
tudinally thereof and having a channel in com 
munication with said bore adapted to receive said 
Shank prior to reception of the latter within said 
bore, a self retracting depressible closure disposed 
outside of Said bearing means and having a lip 
normally removably interlocking With the Walls 
of Said recess and extending forwardly thereof 
and having laterally extending wings normally 
removably bridging said channel to resist removal 
of said shank from said bore and through said 
channel, and means mounting the rear portion of 
Said closure on Said link to provide for displace 
ment of said lip and wings bodily towards or away 
from said bearing means. 

14. In a belt wherein a buckle is carried at one 
end thereof, a loop portion having an opening, 
a link movably concealed in part within said por 
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10 
tion and in part projectible out of said opening 
and embodying transversely curved hollow bear 
ing means arranged Outside of Said loop portion 
and provided with a bore for removably receiving 
a part of Said buckle and having a channel dis 
posed longitudinally of said bearing and in com 
munication with said bore, said bearing means 
having a recess in communication with said bore 
and channel, a depressible closure for said chan 
nel disposed outside of and contiguous to said 
bearing means and having posterior means and 
having laterally extending Wings normally re 
movably bridging said channel to resist removal 
of the aforementioned part of said buckle from 
Said bore and having anterior terminal means 
integral With said Wings and normally removably 
disposed within said recess and having a portion 
projecting forwardly thereof, and means mount 
ing said posterior means on said link to provide 
for displacement of said anterior terminal means 
and said wings bodily towards or away from said 
recess and channel respectively. 

15. In a belt wherein a buckle is at one end 
thereof, a loop portion having an opening, a link 
movably concealed in part within said portion 
and in part projectible Out of said opening and 
embodying hollow bearing means arranged out 
side of said loop portion and provided with a bore 
for removably receiving a part of said buckle and 
having a channel in communication with said 
bore, a relatively flat leaf spring disposed outside 
of said link and having means disposed inter 
mediately the ends thereof removably closing said 
channel to resist removal of the aforementioned 
part of said buckle from said bore and having 
anterior terminal means projecting forwardly of 
said channel and adapted to be actuated by said 
buckle to flex said spring for removing said means 
disposed intermediately of said spring outwardly 
away from Said bearing and channel, and means 
mounting the posterior portion of said spring on 
said link to provide for bodily displacement of 
Said terminal means and Said means, disposed 
intermediately of said link towards or away from 
Said bearing means respectively. 

EUGENE, LUTZ. 
SAMUEL SEGAL. 
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