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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that we, MARY FLORENCE POTTS 

and JOSEPHIH. POTTs, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Austin, Illinois, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Remedial or Medical Appliances, of which 
the following is a specification. - 
This invention relates to the application of 

heat to parts of the human body as a counter 
irritant in disease; and its object is to pro 
vide a convenient device for this purpose pos 
Sessing superior advantages in point of sim 
plicity, economy, durability, and general effi 
ciency as a substitute for poultices or cata 
plasms of flaxseed, bread and milk, or other 
plastic materials, or which can be used instead 
of mustard or similar plasters to blister the 
cuticle. 
Our improved remedial appliance consists 

of a number of Small segments of metal, soap 
stone, or other suitable material flexibly con 
nected together and preferably provided with 
a handle which enables it to be lifted, the 
whole forming what might be termed a “flexi 
ble dry plaster,' which, being heated in any 
convenient Way, is enveloped or covered in 
use to prevent it from burning the skin, and 
bound or laid upon the body. 
The material to be used in constructing the 

plaster should be a good retainer of heat, due 
regard being had to lightness and durability. 
The envelope is preferably composed of three 

tus paper or cloth, the middle layer of cotton 
batting, and the outer layer of flannel. This 
envelope provides a soft covering of suffi 
cient thickness to prevent too rapid radiation 
of heat to the body of the patient, and it also 
acts as an absorbent and retainer of the moist 
ure exuded by the skin. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Figure 1 shows the envelope broken away at 
one corner to expose a portion of the plaster 
or heater. Fig. 2 is a view of the plaster re 
moved from its cover, and Fig. 3 shows the 
method of application to various parts of the 
human body. 
In the drawings, A represents segments,pref 

erably of metal or soapstone and rectangular 
in form, and, say, three-sixteenths of an inch 
in thickness. A number of these segments 
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are flexibly united together by metallic links 
B, which pass through apertures C. in the seg 
ments A, and the surfaces of these segments 
are preferably cut away at the apertures, so 
that the links will not project above the Sur 
face. The number of segments used and the 
manner in which they are joined together will 
depend to a great extent upon the size and 
shape of the plaster which it is desired to 
make. 
In Fig. 2 we have shown a convenient form 

of plaster to be applied to the stomach or 
chest, and in Fig. 3 we have shown plasters 
applied to the forehead, chest, abdomen, lower 
limb, and wrist. 
The purpose of flexibily uniting the seg 

ments together is to adapt the plaster to be 
applied to any part of the body; but instead of 
the links shown the segments may be hinged 
or joined together in any other way which 
will permit them to be flexed in use. C rep 
resents a handle or bail applied to one edge 
of the plaster. The envelope shown in the 
drawings will be of approximately the form 
of the plaster and composed of three thick 
nesses of material, the inner thickness C be 
ing a lining of asbestus which will come in 
contact with the plaster, the middle layer dis 
of cotton-batting or other material of a floc 
culent nature, and the exterior layer e is pref 
erably flannel. One end of the envelope may 
be closed and have the bandor tape F Secured 
thereto, and the opposite end will be open and 
the flaps thereof conveniently joined after the 
plaster is inserted by applying the ring G to 
one and the tape H to the other of said flaps, 
the tape being drawn through the opening of 
the ring after the plaster is inserted. 
Although this plaster is applied in the dry 

heated state, it has been found in practice that 
the skin will exude sufficient moisture to pro 
duce the same beneficial effect as the Wet plas 
ters of plastic materials without the detrimen 
taleffect of soiling and wetting the clothing of 
the patient. Of course this dry plaster can 
be more quickly prepared for application and 
applied without soiling or Wetting the cloth 
ing of the patient. 

It is well known that the removal of mus 
tard or fly plasters from the inflamed cuticle 
is a tedious and painful operation, and Ourim 
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proved plaster, while equally efficient, can be 
renoved at once and without increasing the 
pain. It may also be made ready for appli 
Cation quickly, as it can be heated by the 
flame of a lamp orgas-jet, or, if desired, placed 
directly in the fire. 
We do not advise the use of this plaster to 

blister the skin, as we consider it preferable 
to use just enough heat to cause a deep red 
dening of the cuticle and produce irritation 
or itching, which can be kept up for a long 
period and extended over a large surface. 

15 
Without limiting our invention to the spe 

cific materials or the precise structure de 
Scribed, we claim 

1. A remedial appliance consisting of seg 
ents adapted to receive and retain heat and flexibly united together, substantially as de 

scribed. - - 

2. A remedial appliance for the application 
of heat to the human body, comprising a num 
ber of segments of a material capable of talk 
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ing and retaining heat, flexibly united to each 
other at their margins, and an envelope or 
covering therefor, substantially as described. 

3. A remedial appliance comprising a series 
of segments of material capable of taking and 
retaining heat and apertured at their mar 
gins and flexibly connected together and pro 
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vided with a bailor handle, substantially as 
described. 

4. A remedial appliance comprising a series 
of metallic segments having apertures near 
their margins and their surfaces cut away 
around such apertures, metallic links connect 
ing the segments by being passed through 
said apertures, and a bail or handle applied 
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to one of the edges of the appliance, substan 
tially as described. 

5. In combination with a remedial appliance 
comprising a series of segments flexibly united 

plurality of folds or layers of flexible mate 
rial, one of which layers is of an absorbent 
nature, substantially as described. 

6. A remedial appliance comprising, in Com 
bination, a metallic plaster composed of a se 
ries of segments flexibly united together and 
an envelope therefor having an open end pro 
vided with flaps and a loop upon one end of 
said flaps and a tape or band upon the other 
adapted to be passed through the loop to close 
the envelope, substantially as described. 

MARY FILORENCE POTTS. 
JOSEPH. H. POTTS. 

Witnesses: 
FREDERICK C. GOODWIN, 
N. M. BOND. 

together, an envelope therefor composed of a 

45 

  


