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(57 ABSTRACT 
An apparatus for washing an endoscope by spraying 
washing liquid thereagainst is disclosed, which com 
prises a housing including a washing tank, and a rotary 
body rotatably mounted on a central portion of the 
washing tank. The rotary body has a horizontal cylin 
drical inner space formed in its upper portion. The 
rotary body carries an upper nozzle, which includes a 
cylindrical body capable of being retracted into the 
cylindrical space and a nozzle tip provided on the free 
end of the cylindrical member and directed downwards. 
The cylindrical member has a piston provided on its 
rear end and biased by a spring in the direction of re 
traction of the cylindrical member into the cylindrical 
space. The rotary body also carries a lower nozzle se 
cured to its lower portion and directed upwards. When 
pressurized washing liquid is supplied to the upper and 
lower nozzles, it is sprayed from these nozzles against 
an endoscope which is set at a level between these noz 
zles. A this time, the cylindrical member is extended out 
of the rotary body against the biasing force of the spring 
by the pressure of the washing liquid. 

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

WASHING APPARATUS FOR AN ENDOSCOPE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to an apparatus for washing an 
endoscope. 
The endoscope is usually washed in a washing tank in 

which it is set with its elongate inserting section in a 
spirally wound state, and washing liquid is sprayed 
under pressure from a rotating nozzle assembly to wash 
it. In order to be able to wash the endoscope efficiently, 
the nozzle assembly usually includes two nozzles, i.e., 
an upper nozzle which is located above the endoscope 
in the washing tank and a lower nozzle located below 
the endoscope. The upper nozzle has a small projecting 
length so that it will not be obstructive when setting the 
endoscope in a washing tank. A large projecting length, 
on the other hand, is provided for the lower nozzle, so 
that the washing liquid sprayed from both the nozzles 
can be evenly supplied over the entire endoscope. The 
provision of a large projecting length of the lower noz 
zle, however, requires a broad bottom space of the 
washing tank, in which the lower nozzle can be rotated 
during washing. In other words, the volume of the tank 
must be increased that much. This means that the quan 
tity of a disinfectant solution which is supplied into the 
tank for sterilizing the endoscope must be increased that 
much. In addition, more time is required for supplying 
and recovering the solution. 

If the projecting length of the lower nozzle is also 
reduced in order to alleviate the above inconveniences, 
the effect of washing the entire endoscope is greatly 
reduced. In particular, where a lightguide cable is set 
together with the inserting section of the endoscope in 
the same washing tank for washing, in which case the 
area in which the washing liquid supplied for washing is 
increased, effective washing of the entire endoscope 
cannot be obtained if both the upper and lower nozzles 
are reduced in projecting length. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to provide a washing 
apparatus for an endoscope wherein the endoscope can 
be set in the washing tank without being obstructed by 
the upper nozzle. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a wash 

ing apparatus for an endoscope, in which the washing 
liquid can be distributed evenly over the entire endo 
scope set in the washing tank so that the endoscope can 
be effectively washed, and also in which the lower 
space of the washing tank where the disinfectant solu 
tion is retained can be reduced. 
According to the present invention, there is provided 

a washing apparatus for an endoscope, which comprises 
a housing including a washing tank, a rotary body rotat 
ably mounted in the washing tank, the rotary body 
having an inner space, means for supplying the washing 
liquid into said inner space, drive means for rotating 
said rotary body, an upper nozzle including a cylindri 
cal member provided to the rotary body and communi 
cating with the inner space, the cylindrical member 
being capable of being extended and retracted in a sub 
stantially horizontal direction with respect to the rotary 
body, and a nozzle tip provided on the free end of the 
cylindrical member and capable of spraying the wash 
ing liquid downwards, the cylindrical member being in 
an extended position when the washing liquid is spray 
ing from the nozzle tip, a lower nozzle provided to the 
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2 
rotary body and communicating with the inner space, 
the lower nozzle being capable of spraying the washing 
liquid upwards from a lower part of the space of said 
washing tank, the endoscope being set between the 
upper and lower nozzles. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a washing appa 
ratus for an endoscope according to an embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view showing an endoscope set in a 
washing tank; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view showing the washing tank 
with internal parts therein; and 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view showing a rotary 

body and upper and lower nozzles in the same tank. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of the washing appara 
tus for an endoscope according to the invention. The 
illustrated washing apparatus 2 comprises a housing 1 
which has an operation panel 3 provided on its front 
top. An indicator 4 which indicates the quantities of a 
detergent and a disinfectant solution, is provided on the 
front of the housing 1. A washing tank 6 is provided in 
the housing 1, which accommodates an endoscope 5 as 
described later. The open top of the tank 6 is covered by 
a cover 7 which can be opened and closed. The cover 7 
may be opened by hand by gripping a handle 8, or it 
may be operated by depressing a foot pedal 9. 
The internal construction of the washing apparatus 2 

is shown in FIGS. 2 to 4. The washing tank 6 has a 
substantially dish-like shape. A rotary body 11, in which 
an inner space 30 is defined and which has a vertical 
shaft 13, is mounted on a substantially central portion of 
the washing tank 6. As shown in FIG. 4, the bottom of 
the washing tank 6 has a substantially central frustocon 
ical base portion 12 protruded upwards from the other 
portion. The top wall of this base portion 12 has a cen 
tral circular mounting hole, in which a bearing bush 14 
with a top flange is fitted. The bottom of the rotary 
body 11 is frustoconically recessed so that it is substan 
tially complementary in shape to the base portion 12. 
The vertical shaft 13 projected from the center of the 
recess is secured to the rotary body 11. The shaft 13 is 
rotatably fitted in the bearing bush 14 so that the rotary 
body 11 is rotatably supported on the base portion 12. A 
ring-like packing 15 is provided between the shaft 13 
and bush 14. The lower opening of the base portion 12 
is closed by a disk-like partition member 16 made of a 
non-magnetic material, which is secured by screws 17 
to the washing tank 6. A ring-like packing 18 is pro 
vided between the edge of the partition member 16 and 
the lower end, i.e., the edge, of the base portion 12. The 
space 33 defined by the base portion 12 and partition 
member 16 is thus sealed liquid-tight by the packings 15 
and 18. The partition member 16 has a mounting hole 
formed in a suitable portion near its edge, and a tubular 
connector 34 with a top flange fitted in the mounting 
hole and secured to the partition member 16 at one end 
of the connector 34. A tube 35 leading from a washing 
liquid tank (not shown) is fitted at the other end of the 
connector 34. A water pump (not shown) is provided 
on the tube 35 to force out washing liquid from the 
washing liquid tank into the space 33 in the base portion 
12. 
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A driven yoke 21 is bolted to the lower end of the 
rotary shaft 13, and it carries a driven magnet 23 Se 
cured to an edge portion of its underside. A thrust pin 
19 projects from the top of the partition member 16. It 
is coaxial with the center of the rotary shaft 13, and its 
upper portion is fitted in a recess, which is formed in the 
underside of the yoke 21 and is also coaxial with the 
rotary shaft 13. It can withstand the thrust that is ex 
erted when the rotary body 11 is rotated about the shaft 
13. A drive yoke 24 is disposed to face the driven yoke 
21 via the partition member 16. The drive yoke 24 
carries a drive magnet 25 which faces the driven magnet 
23. The drive yoke 24 has a shaft 26 coupled to a drive 
motor 27, which is operated when washing the endo 
scope. The drive magnet 25 supported by the drive 
yoke 24, and the driven magnet 23 supported by the 
driven yoke 21 are magnetically coupled so that the 
torque of the drive motor 27 can be transmitted to the 
rotary body 11. 
The rotary shaft 13 has an axial bore coaxially extend 

ing in its upper portion and also has radial bores com 
municating with the lower end of the axial bore and 
open on its periphery. These bores form a washing 
liquid passage 32. The rotary body 11 has an inner space 
30 which communicates with the passage 32 in the ro 
tary shaft 13. The inner space 30 includes a cylindrical 
space 43 and a washing liquid passage 31. The cylindri 
cal space 43 extends horizontally in an upper portion of 
the rotary body 11. It is communicated with the passage 
32 in the rotary shaft 13 through the passage 31, and 
hence, it is communicated with the space 33 in the base 
portion 12. A guide hole 41 is formed in the rotary body 
11 on one side thereof such that it is coaxial with and 
terminates in the cylindrical space 43 and has a smaller 
diameter than the cylindrical space 43. 
The rotary body 11 has an upper nozzle 28 mounted 

in its upper portion and also a lower nozzle 29 mounted 
in its lower portion. The upper nozzle 28 includes an 
elongate cylindrical member 38 and a nozzle tip 39 
secured to the free end of the cylindrical member 38. 
The cylindrical member 38 has a flange-like piston 42 
integrally formed on its rear end and having substan 
tially the same outer diameter as the diameter of the 
cylindrical space 43. The piston 42 is slidably fitted in 
the cylindrical space 43 and the cylindrical member 38 
is movable through the guide hole 41. As the piston 42 
is moved along the cylindrical space 43, the cylindrical 
member 38 is advanced and retracted along the cylin 
drical space 43 and guide hole 41 for the stroke corre 
sponding to the length of the cylindrical space 43. The 
nozzle tip 39 mounted on the free end of the cylindrical 
member 38 is directed downwards. A compression coil 
spring 44 is provided on a rear portion of the cylindrical 
member 38 extending in the guide hole 41. It acts on the 
piston 42 and thus biases the upper nozzle 28 in the 
retracting direction so that the rear portion of the cylin 
drical member 38 retracts into the cylindrical space 43. 
In the absence of washing liquid in the cylindrical space 
43, the upper nozzle 28 is thus held in its retracted posi 
tion in the rotary body 11 by the spring 44. The force of 
the spring 44 is set such that the upper nozzle 28 can be 
moved against it in the forward direction from the ro 
tary body 11 by the pressure of the washing liquid sup 
plied from the water pump into the cylindrical space 43. 
A ring-like packing 45 is provided on a shoulder or 
stepped wall formed between the guide hole 41 and 
cylindrical space 43. It ensures a liquid-tight seal be 
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4 
tween the piston 42 and the stepped wall of the rotary 
body 11 while the washing liquid is supplied. 
The lower nozzle 29 is mounted in the lower portion 

of the rotary body 11 on the side thereof opposite the 
guide hole 41. It includes a cylindrical member 36 hav 
ing a small length mounted in the lower portion of the 
rotary body 11 and a nozzle tip 37 mounted on the free 
end of the cylindrical member 36 and directed in an 
upwardly inclined direction. The nozzle tip 37 and 
cylindrical member 36 communicate with the rotary 
shaft 13 through the passage 31 formed in the rotary 
body 11. 
The endoscope 5, which is to be washed with the 

present embodiment of this apparatus, includes an oper 
ating section 5a, an inserting section 5b and a lightguide 
cable section 5c as shown in FIG. 2. It has an entirely 
liquid-tight construction, and it is set in the washing 
tank 6 on supporting means to be described later in 
detail. The elongate inserting and lightguide cable sec 
tions 5b and 5c are set such that they are spirally wound 
in opposite directions, while the operating section 5a is 
set in a somewhat laterally protruding increased depth 
portion 46 of the washing tank 6 corresponding to one 
corner of the housing 1. The support means noted above 
includes a net member 47 disposed at a level between 
the upper and lower nozzles 28 and 29 for supporting 
the inserting and lightguide cable sections 5b and 5c and 
a support member 48 for supporting the operating sec 
tion 5a as shown in FIG. 3. 
The portion 46 of the washing tank 6 is provided with 

a plurality of stationary washing nozzles 49 directed 
toward the operating section 5a that is set on the sup 
port member 48. These stationary nozzles 49 serve to jet 
washing liquid toward the operating section 5a, which 
would otherwise not receive sufficient washing liquid 
from the rotating upper and lower nozzles 28 and 29. 
They are connected to the washing liquid tank through 
the water pump mentioned before. 
As shown in FIG. 3, the bottom of the washing tank 

6 is provided with a drain port 51. A duct communicat 
ing with the drain port 51 has two branches, which are 
provided with respective first and second electromag 
netic on-off valves 52 and 53. The first electromagnetic 
on-off valve 52 is normally open, while the second 
electromagnetic on-off valve 53 is normally closed. The 
first electromagnetic on-off valve 52 is coupled to a 
draining pump 54. The second electromagnetic on-off 
valve 53 is coupled to a disinfectant solution tank 5.5. 
The disinfectant tank 55 is connected through a duct 
provided with a water pump 56 to a nozzle 57, which is 
mounted in an upper portion of the peripheral wall of 
the washing tank 6. 
As shown in FIG. 2, the washing tank 6 has another 

laterally protruding increased depth portion 58 formed 
at a position separate from the portion 46. A float 
switch 59 for detecting the liquid level in the washing 
tank 6 is provided in the protruding portion 58. 
As shown in FIG. 3, the washing tank 6 further has a 

reduced-depth bottom portion 61 which covers an area 
of the bottom other than that over which the lower 
nozzle 29 is rotated, and which is raised upward from 
the other bottom portion. The reduced-depth bottom 
portion 61 is formed to cover the entire circumference 
of the bottom of the tank 6 about the rotary body 11 
except for the portions 46 and 58. The reduced-depth 
bottom portion 61 is provided to reduce or eliminate 
unnecessary space in the tank 6, so that the volume of 
the tank 6 is greatly reduced. This means that the quan 
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tity of the disinfectant solution to be supplied into the 
tank 6 in a sterilizing step can be greatly reduced. 
The open top of the washing tank 6 is covered by the 

cover 7 with a packing 10 provided between the edge of 
the cover 7 and the top of the washing tank 6. The 
packing 10 serves to prevent the leakage of the washing 
liquid sprayed from the nozzle tips 57 and 39 to the 
outside of the washing chamber which is defined by the 
washing tank 6 and cover 7. 
Now, the operation of the washing apparatus will be 

described. 
First, the cover 7 is opened, and the endoscope 5 to 

be washed and sterilized is set in the washing tank 6. At 
this time, the rotary body 11 having the upper and 
lower nozzles 28 and 29 is stationary. Also, no washing 
liquid is being supplied, and without washing liquid in 
the cylindrical space 43 the upper nozzle 28 is held in its 
retracted position in the cylindrical space 43 by the 
biasing force of the spring 44. That is, the upper nozzle 
28 does not project from the rotary body 11 to such an 
extent that it obstructs setting the endoscope 5 on the 
net member 47 and support member 48. Thus, the endo 
scope 5 can be quickly set in the washing tank 6 without 
being obstructed by the upper nozzle 28, 
As shown in FIG. 2, the operating section 5a of the 

endoscope 5 is set on the support member 48 in the tank 
6 while the inserting and lightguide cable sections 5b 
and 5c are set on the net member 47 as mentioned ear 
lier. After the endoscope 5 has been in the washing tank 
6 in this way, the cover 7 is closed as shown in FIG. 3. 
Then, the operation panel 3 is operated to start the 
washing operation. At this time, the water pump for 
supplying the washing liquid is started to pump the 
washing liquid from the washing liquid tank into the 
space 33 in the base portion 12. The washing liquid 
entering the space 33 is led through the passages 32 and 
31 so that it jets from the upper and lower nozzles 28 
and 29. The endoscope 5 is thus washed by the jets of 
washing liquid. The washing liquid from the washing 
liquid tank is also supplied to the nozzles 49 to be 
sprayed from these nozzles against the operating section 
5a. The upper and lower nozzles 28 and 29 are rotated 
with the rotary body 11 driven by the drive motor 27 
while the washing liquid jets from them. Meanwhile, as 
the pressurized washing liquid is supplied into the cylin 
drical space 43, it forces out the piston 42 of the cylin 
drical member 38 of the upper nozzle 28, thus causing 
advancement of the upper nozzle 28 against the restor 
ing force of the spring 44. The upper nozzle 28 is ex 
tended until it strikes and squeezes the packing 45. Since 
the packing 45 is squeezed, the piston 42 and rotary 
body 11 are held liquid-tight with respect to each other. 
In the extended position, the upper nozzle 28 projects 
from the rotary body 11 to a greater extent than does 
the lower nozzle 29, which is secured to the rotary body 
11. The nozzle tips 39 and 37 of the respective upper 
and lower nozzles 28 and 29 are thus rotated along 
circles having different radii as shown in FIG. 2. This 
means that the washing liquid can be distributed more 
evenly in the radial direction than in the case where 
both the upper and lower nozzles have the same pro 
jecting length. The upper nozzle 28 jets the washing 
liquid downwards, while the lower nozzles 29 jets it 
upwards. The nozzles 49 jet the washing liquid mainly 
against the operating section 5a located in the portion 
46 of the washing tank 6. 
While the outer surfaces of the endoscope 5 are 

washed by the washing liquid in the above way, inner 
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6 
passages of the endoscope 5 such as the channel for a 
forceps are also washed by supplying the washing liquid 
through tubes (not shown) connected to them. 
The washing liquid falling to the bottom of the wash 

ing tank 6 goes into to a drain port 51, and is then 
drained out by the draining pump 54 through the first 
electromagnetic on-off valve 52. 

If a sterilizing step is specified, the sterilizing process 
is begun after the washing step is ended. The water 
pump 56 is operated with the first and second electro 
magnetic on-off valves 52 and 53 closed. The disinfec 
tant solution in the tank. 55 is thus poured from the 
nozzle 57 into the tank 6. It is supplied until its level is 
detected by the float switch 59. At this time, the endo 
scope 5 is entirely immersed in the disinfectant solution. 
The endoscope 5 is sterilized when it is left in this state 
for a predetermined period of time. After the steriliza 
tion is completed, the second electromagnetic on-off 
valve 53 is opened to return the disinfectant solution in 
the tank 6 into the tank 5.5. Afterwards, the endoscope 
5 is rinsed by jets of water from the upper and lower 
nozzles 28 and 29 and the nozzles 49 in the same manner 
as in the washing step. 
When the rinsing is ended, the rotaty body 11 and 

upper and lower nozzles 28 and 29 are stopped. Also, 
the upper nozzle 28 is retracted into the rotary body 11 
by the biasing force of the return spring 44. The washed 
endoscope 5 can thus be readily taken out from the 
washing tank 6 without being obstructed by the upper 
nozzle 28. 
As has been described in the foregoing, with the 

endoscope washing apparatus according to this inven 
tion, the upper nozzle extends out of the rotary body 
only while washing the endoscope, and is held retracted 
in the rotary body when setting in and taking out the 
endoscope, so that the endoscope can be readily set in 
and taken out. In addition, since the upper nozzle is 
extended during washing such that its projecting length 
is greater than that of the lower nozzle, the washing 
liquid can be sprayed against the endoscope set in the 
washing tank more evenly than in the prior art case 
where both the upper and lower nozzles have the same 
reduced projecting length. Thus, it is possible to clean 
all portions of the endoscope. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A washing apparatus for an endoscope which 

sprays washing liquid thereagainst, comprising: 
a housing including a washing tank; 
a rotary body rotatably mounted in said washing 

tank, said rotary body having an inner space; 
means for supplying the washing liquid into said inner 

Space; 
drive means for rotating said rotary body; 
an upper nozzle including a cylindrical member pro 

vided on said rotary body and communicating with 
said inner space, said cylindrical member being 
mounted so that it can be extended at least in part 
by the centrifugal force caused by the rotation of 
said rotary body and retracted in a substantially 
horizontal direction with respct to said rotary 
body, a sealing member for sealing said cylindrical 
member and said rotary body, and a nozzle tip 
provided on a free end of said cylindrical member 
and capable of spraying the washing liquid down 
wards, said cylindrical member being in an ex 
tended position when the washing liquid is spray 
ing from said nozzle tip; and 
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a lower nozzle provided on said rotary body and 
communicating with said inner space, said lower 
nozzle being capable of spraying the washing liquid 
upwards from a fixed position which is a lower part 
of the space of said washing tank, the fixed position 
being closer to said rotary body than said nozzle tip 
when the latter is located at the extended position 
of said cylindrical member, the endoscope being set 
between said upper and lower nozzles. 

2. A washing apparatus for an endoscope according 
to claim 1, wherein said washing tank has a reduced 
depth bottom portion covering an area other than that 
over which said lower nozzle is rotated. 

3. A washing apparatus for an endoscope according 
to claim 1, wherein said rotary body has a first shaft 
downwardly projecting from its bottom, and said drive 
means includes a second shaft disposed outside said 
housing and coaxial with said first shaft, magnetic cou 
pling means respectively mounted on said first and sec 
ond shafts and capable of magnetically coupling said 
first and second rotary shafts, and a drive source capa 
ble of rotating said second shaft. 

4. A washing apparatus for an endoscope according 
to claim 1, which further comprises biasing means for 
biasing said cylindrical member in the direction of re 
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8 
traction of said upper nozzle into said rotary body, the 
biasing force of said biasing means being such that said 
cylindrical member can be extended by the pressure of 
the washing liquid supplied into said inner space. 

5. A washing apparatus for an endoscope according 
to claim 4, wherein said inner space includes a horizon 
tal cylindrical space formed in said rotary body, said 
rotary body having a guide hole coaxial with and com 
municating with said cylindrical space and being 
smaller in diameter than said cylindrical space and open 
at the periphery of said rotary body, said cylindrical 
member having a rear portion extending through said 
guide hole into said cylindrical space, said cylindrical 
member having a piston provided at its rear end and 
having the same outer diameter as the diameter of said 
cylindrical space, and said piston being movable 
through said cylindrical space so that said cylinrical 
member is extended and retracted. 

6. A washing apparatus for an endoscope according 
to claim 5, wherein said biasing means includes a coil 
spring fitted on said cylindrical member and acting on 
said piston to bias said cylindrical member in the direc 
tion to retract said cylindrical member into said cylin 
drical space. 

xk xt : 


