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This invention relates to improvements in a sandbox
for children’s use and refers particularly to a sandbox
which carries a sunshade which may be conveniently
disposed over the sandbox in close proximity thereto and
as a cover therefor when not in use as a sunshade, and
is a continuation-in-part of my copending application
Serial No. 476,208, filed December 20, 1954, now
abandoned.

Children’s sandboxes have heretofore been proposed
which carry adjustable sunshades but said devices are
difficult to adjust and when in cperative position are ex-
tremely unstable.

The present invention contemplates a children’s sand-
box having a combination sunshade and cover, the device
being characterized in that the combination sunshade
and cover may be adjusted to position as a sunshade
or as a cover for the sandbox in a most convenient and
easy manner and when in either position the device is
stable and relatively rigid.

In one form of the present invention the combina-
tion sunshade and cover may also be conviently adjusted
to a third position whereby the sunshade-cover elements
are positioned in a substantially vertical non-overhanging
position relative to the sandbox.

Other objects, advantages and features of the present
invention will be apparent from the accompanying draw-
ings and following detailed description.

In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the sandbox em-
bodying the present invention with the sunshade in posi-
tion as a sunshade or awning.

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the sunshade ele-
ments, in full lines, in box-cover position, and dotted
lines, in a third position.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detailed elevational view showing
the relationship of the upper portions of the sunshade
elements in sunshade position.

Fig. 4 is a detailed view of one of the retaining pins
carried by a sunshade element.

Fig. 5 is a detailed perspective view of one of the hinge
lugs empioyed.

Fig. 6 is a front elevational view of the device shown
in Fig. 1.

Fig. 7 is a detailed view of a modified form of retain-
ing pin engagement means.

Fig. 8 is a view taken at right-angles to that shown in
Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a side elevational view of a modification of
the present invention.

Fig. 10 is a front elevational view of the device shown
in Fig. 9.

Fig. 11 is an enlarged detailed elevational view show-
ing the relationship of the upper portion of the sunshade
element in sunshade position.

Fig. 12 is a side elevational view of of another modi-
fication of the invention.

Fig, 13 is a front elevational view of the device shown
in Fig. 12,
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Referring in detail to the drawings, 1 indicates gen-
erally a sandbox for carrying a body of sand for children’s
play. The sandbox 1 comprises essentially a rectangular
container having side walls 2, 2 and front and rear walls
3, only one of which is shown, and a bottom. The con-
tainer, thus formed, is supported upon legs 4 which
extend to the upper edges of the container walls at the
corners thereof and function to reinforce the container
as well as furnish legs therefor. Horizontal beams 5
extend laterally outwardly from the front and rear of
the container and at their outer ends are supported by
legs 6. Seats 7 may be carried upon the beam 5 where-
by children, playing in the sand carried by the container,
may be seated. Each of the walls 2 may carry a triangu-
lar upper panel 8, which, if desired, may be formed in-
tegral with each wall, the function of which will be here-
inafter more fully described.

An upright beam or standard 9 may be carried at
each side of the container at the central portion thereof,
said standards being adapted to support a movable sun-
shade or canopy, as will be described in detail herein-
after.

Intermediate the length of each standard 9 a pair of
fulcrum lugs 10 are mounted on opposite sides of the
standard. The fulcrum lugs 10 may take the form of
a pair of spaced plates 11 connected by a web 12, as
shown in detail in Fig. 5. The plates 11 of each lug
10 are provided with aligned apertures which are adapted
to provide a relatively wide bearing support for the bent
ends 13 of struts 14. Each strut 14 on each side of the
container has its opposite bent end similarly journaled
in pivot lugs 15 which are identical in construction to the
fulcrum lugs 10. The lugs 15 are mouated upon canopy
members or sunshade elements which function, as will be
hereinafter more fully described, in the dual capacity of
protective sunshades for those playing at the sandbox
and as cover or closure members for the box when the
same is not in use.

The canopy or sunshade elements 16 may be con-
structed of plywood, plastic, relatively light gauge sheet
metal, such as aluminum or any other material which
may be opaque or may temper the sun’s rays, if trans-
lucent. The lugs 15 are mounted upon the edges of the
elements 16 and said elements are of such width that
they can swing between the inner surfaces of the stand-
ards 9, as illustrated in Fig. 6.

Adjacent the upper end portion of each standard 9
a pin-retaining bracket 17 is secured to each opposite
side of each of the standards by means of boits 18 or the
like. A pair of Iugs 19 are secured to each element 16
adjacent an upper edge thereof, said lugs terminating in
anchor pins 20 which extend laterally outwardly from the
body of the lugs and outwardly from the edges of the sun-
shade elements. In operative sunshade position the pins
26 are engaged in the pin-retaining brackets 17, being
confined between the brackets and the sides of the
standards.

The struts 14 are of such length, correlated to the
distance of the fulcrum lugs 10 from the brackets 17,
and the distance of the pivot lugs from the pins 20, that
when the pins 28 are engaged in the brackets 17 the ele-
ments 16 will overhang the sandbox in dihedral fashion,
thus forming a protective canopy for those playing at
the box. This is the position of the parts shown in
Fig. 1 and in this position the structure comprising the
struts 14 and sunshade elements 16 is extremely stable,
the stability being augmented by the fact that the upper
edges of the elements 16 abut, as indicated at 21 in
Fig. 3.

To prevent inadvertent disiodgment of the pins 28 from
the brackets 17, latch bolts 22 may be carried by each
pair of brackets 17, the latch bolts overhanging the pins




20 carried in the brackets:
vice has been assembled; preferably by an adult; no
danger of the sunshade elements falling upon the children
playing at the box exists.

in order to maintain the sand carried by the box in
a comparatively sanitary condition and prevent the sand-
box from being used: as a- bed or lavatory for stray ani-
mals or a depository for refuse, and also to prevent the
sand from being wetted by rain, it is desirable that the
top of the box be covered when not in use by the children.
In the present construction this can be conveniently done
as will be hereinafter more fully described..

As has been hereinbefore described, when  the rela-
tively flat elements 16-are disposed in sunshade position,
as illustrated in Fig. 1, the pins 20 carried by the elements
16 will be engaged in the brackets 17 and the bolis 22
will be operatively positioned, as shown in Fig: 3, to pre-
vent inadvertent disengagement of the pins 20 from the
brackets. . To dispose the elements 16 in closure position,
as illustrated in Fig. 2 in full lines, it is merely ‘necessary

to remove the bolts 22 from the brackets 17. The upper
end portions of the elements 16 may then be moved up-’

wardly either together or separately wherein -the struts 14
‘on opposite sides of the standards 9 will pivot in opposite
‘angular directions about the fulcrum lugs 18, that is, the
strut 14 on the: left-hand side standard 9, as viewed in
Fig. 1, will swing in a clockwise direction and the strut
14 on the opposite side of the standard will swing in a
counterclockwise direction. In this fashion pins 20 will
move upwardly and will thus disengage themselves from
the brackets 17.

Thereafter, the elements 16 may be moved downwardly,
either separately or together, the struts 14 pivoting in op-
posite angular directions about the fulcrum lugs 16, that
is, as viewed in Fig. 2, the strut 14. on the left side of
the standard 2 will swing in a counterclockwise direction
and the strut 14 on the opposite side of the standard will
swing in a clockwise direction... When the struts 14 are
thus pivoted about the fulcrum lugs 10 the elements 1§
will move downwardly and will occupy a limiting position
‘as shown in Fig. 2 wherein the elements 16 will form a

In this fashion, after the de-
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closure for the sandbox to protect the sand carried there- -

‘in and the outer end portions of the elements will provide
a cover for the seats 7. )

~ The primary. feature of the present invention resides
in the ease with which the elements may be positioned
in-either the sunshade position or in the closure position
and in either position, particularly in the sunshade posi-
tion, said elements will be stable and will not tend to
sway or vibrate excessively.

To move the elements from the closure position. illus-
trated in Fig. 2 to the sunshade position illustrated in
Fig. 1, it is merely necessary to. reverse the procedure
hereinbefore described.

To add to the flexibility of the device, pin retaining -

brackets 23 may be positioned upon opposite sides of the
_standard 9 intermediate brackets 17 and fulcrum lugs 1¢.
The brackets 23 are also adapted for the reception of
the pins 28 whereby the elements 16 will be positioned
in a substantially vertical position as illustrated in broken
lines in Fig;, 2. To position the sunshade elements 16 as
‘iductrated in -broken lines in Fig. 2 each of the elements
is swung angularly in opposite directions about the re-
spective pivot lugs 15. For instance, as viewed in Fig. 2

the element 16 on the left-hand side of the standard 9
is rotated in a clockwise direction and the opposite ele-
ment 16 is rotated in a counterclockwise direction. The
struts 14 are brought to a position substantlally paralte]
tc the standard 9 and when the parts are in this pesition
the pins 20 may bs engaged in the brackets 23. To held
the sunshade clements in .the upraised position referred
to, bolts 2+ may be positioned through the brackets 23
“and be disposed in overhanging relationship with respect
1o ‘the pins 20 positioned in said brackets. By this ar-
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rangement the sunshade elements 16 will be latched m
a substantially vertical position.

Thus, the sunshade elements can be convemently dis- -
posed in three separate positions, that is, in the sunshade .
position illustrated in Fig. 1, in the cover or closure posi-
tion shown in full lines in Fig. 2 and in the upraised posi-
tion as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2." By virtue of the
construction and association:of parts contemplated in the
present invention, the elements 16 may be.moved most
conveniently to the various positions heretofore described.

Referring particularly to Figs. 7 and 8, the reference
numeral 25 -indicates the upper end portion of one of
the sitandards which may be employed with the sandbox.
Sunshade or canopy elements. 16, identical with the ele-

5 ments 16 heretofore described, may be associated with

the upright member 25. In this form of the invention,
however, a pair of planar plates 26 may be secured by
bolts 27 or the like to opposite faces of the standard. 25,
the plates 26 extending: above the upper eand. .of the
standard.

In utilizing this form of the invention pins 20’ identi-
cal with the pins 20, hereinbefore described, may be dis-
posed. between the plates 26 at the upper end of the
standard 25. When the sunshade- elements 16 are dis-
posed; as illusirated in Fig. 7, the ends of said elements
are brought into abutting relationship, as-indicated:at 28
in Fig. 7 and with the pins 20" positioned, as illustrated,
a bolt 22/, identical with bolt 22 hereinbefore described,
may be positioned through the protruding end portions of
the plates 26 in overhanging relationship with respect to
the pins 20°. In this: fashion the elements 16 may be
Jatched in sunshade position.

Although specific types of fulcrum lugs: 16 and pivot
lugs 15 are illustrated, it is to be understood that any
suitable type of pivotal arrangement may be employed in
conjunction with the struts. 14. In addition, the: brackets
17 and plates 26 may be of different conformations and

perform the function héreinbefore described.

Referring particularly to Figs. 9, 10 and 11, 28 indi-
cates genérally a modified form of sandbox for carrying
a body of sand for children’s play. The sandbox 28
comprises essentially a rectangular container having side
walls 29, 29 and front and rear walls 30 and 3%, respec-
tively. - The ‘container thus formed is supported upon
pairs of legs 32 and 33 comprising the front pair .of legs
and the rear pair of legs, respectively. The upper por-
tions of the legs extend upwardly at the corners of the
box and serve as a reinforcement for the said box. Hori- .
zontal beams 34 extend outwardly from the front and

‘rear of the container and at their outer ends are sup-

ported by legs 35. Seats 36 may be carried upon the
beams 34 whereby children, playing in the sand carried
by the container, may be seated.

In the form of the invention illustrated in Figs. 9, 10
and 11 the rear wall 31 is shown as being of a greater

‘height than the front wall 38. Tt is to be understood that

each of these walls may be of the same height or, if .
desired, the front wall 30 may be higher than the rear
wall 31.

An upright beam or standard 37 may be carried at each

side of the container and may comprise an. extension of

each of the rear legs 33, said standards being adapted to
support. a movable sunshade or canepy as will be de-
scribed in detail hereinafter.

Intermediate the length of each-standard 37 a_fulcrum
lug 38, similar to the fulcrum lugs 1§ hereinbefore de-

" scribed, is mounted upon the standard. Each of the lugs

70
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38 is adapted to function as a bearing or journal for

-the bent end 3% of a strut 40. The opposite ‘end por-

tions 41 of the struts 49 are also bent and are received
by pivot lugs 42 which are mounted upon a substantially
central portion of a sunshade or canopy 43 adjacent op-
posite edges of said sunshade or canopy. The pivot lugs
42 are identical ‘in construction with the fulcrum lugs
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38. As will be hereinafter more fully described, the sun-
shade or canopy member 43 may be disposed as a cover
for the sandbox, as illustrated in broken lines in Fig.
9, or may function as a sunshade or canopy for the sand-
box as illustrated in full lines in Fig. 9.

The canopy or sunshade element 43 may be constructed
of plywood, plastic, relatively light gauge sheet metal,
such as aluminum, or any other material which may be
opaque or may temper the sun’s rays if translucent.

Adjacent the upper end portion of each standard 36,
a pin-retaining bracket 44 is secured to one side of each
standard by means of bolts 45 or the like. A pair of
lugs are secured to the lower face of the sunshade ele-
ment 43 adjacent an end portion thereof, each of the
lugs 4% carrying an oppositely extending pin 47, said
pins exiending laterally outwardly from the body of the
Ings and outwardly from the edges of the sunshade ele-
ment 43. When the sunshade element 43 is in sunshade
positicn, that is, when it is spaced above the top of the
sandbox proper, the pins 47 are engaged in the pin-re-
taining brackets 44, being confined between the brackets
and the sides of the standards 37.

The struts 40 are of such length, correlated with the
distance of the fulcrum lugs 38 from the brackets 44,
and also correlated with the distance of the pivot lugs
42 with respect to the pins 47, that when the pins 47 are
engaged in the brackets 44 the element 16 will overhang
the sandbox in the manner illustrated in full lines in
Fig. 9. ‘

To prevent inadvertent dislodgement of the pins 47
from the brackets 44, latch bolts 48 may be carried by
each of the brackets 44, the latch bolts overhanging the
pins 47 in the brackets. In this fashion, after the device
has been assembled, preferably by an adult, no danger
of the sunshade element 43 falling upon the children play-
ing at the box exists.

In the fashion hereinbefore described, with respect to
the sunshade elements 16, the canopy or sunshade ele-
ment 43 may be disposed upon the top edge portion of
the container proper. To so dispose the sunshade ele-
ment 43, the bolts 48 are removed and the pins 47 are
disengaged from the brackets 44, such disengagement
being accomplished by rocking the sunshade element 43
in a counterclockwise direction, as viewed in Fig. 9,
about the pivot lugs 42. When the pins 47 have thus
been disengaged from the brackets 44, the sunshade ele-
ment 43 may be swung downwardly, the struts 46 swing-
ing in a counterclockwise direction, as viewed in Fig. 9,
about the fulcrum lugs 38. The swinging operation is
continued until the sunshade element 43 occupies the posi-
tion shown in broken lines in Fig. 9.

Referring in detail to Figs. 12 and 13, another modi-
fication of the invention is illustrated. In Figs. 12 and
13, 49 indicates generally the modified sandbox construc-
tion, the device comprising essentially a rectangular con-
tainer having opposite side walls 50, 50, a front wall
51, rear wall 52 and a bottcm. The container thus
formed is supported by legs 53 and 54, the two legs 53
being the front legs and the two legs 54 being the rear
legs. Beams 55 extend outwardly from the container
and the outer ends thereof are supported by legs 56, said
beams and the legs 56 being adapted to support seats 57
at the front and the rear of the box.

A pair of uprights or standards 58 are secured to the
container at their lower end portions and extend up-
wardly from the central portion of the container at each
side thereof. A pair of struts 59 are pivotally mounted
upon -the standards 58, the end portions 3 of said struts
being pivotally journaled in apertures 61 provided in said
standards, the siruts 59 lying outwardly relative to the
standards.

A canopy or sunshade element 62, constructed of the
same material comprising sunshade elements 43 and 186,
hereinbefore described, is provided with opposite aper-
tures at its edges in which the opposite end portions of
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the struts are pivotally positioned, said opposite end por-
tions of the struts also being bent.

The width of the canopy or sunshade element 62 is less
than the distance between the opposed surfaces of the
standards 58 whereby the sunshade element 62 may swing
between the standards, in a fashion to be hereinafter
more fully described.

The canopy or sunshade element 62 may be positioned
in sunshade position, as shown best in full lines in Fig.
12, or said sunshade element may be disposed in closure
position with respect to the sand container, as shown
best in broken lines in Fig. 12.

To hold the canopy in sunshade position, a pair of
latch links 63 are pivotally secured to opposite edges of
the canopy adjacent one end portion of said canopy, as
shown best at 64 in Fig. 12. The links are of relatively
flat strap stock and each link, at its free end is provided
with an open slot 65, each slot being inclined angularly
in a direction away from the respective pivotal connec-
tions 64. A pir 66 is carried upon each standard 58 ad-
jacent its upper end, said pins extending outwardly from
the outer sides of the respective standards. To hold the
capopy 62 in sunshade position links 63 are so manipu-
lated as to engage the respective pins 66 in the slots 65.

It can be seen that when the pins 6% are in engage-
ment in slots 63, the canopy is held in a relatively flat
position spaced from the top of the sand container. In
view of the fact that the end portion of the canopy which
is pivoted to links 63 is heavier than the opposite end
portion of the canopy, there is a tendency for the canopy
to swing in a clockwise direction, as viewed in Fig. 12,
about the pivotal connection of the struts 59 with the
canopy. However, this tendency is arrested by contact
of the struts with the respective standards and, hence,
the canopy disposes iiself in a stabilized position above
the sand container.

To move the canopy 62 to closure position as illus-
trated in broken lines in Fig. 12, the free end of the
canopy 62 is moved downwardly. This movement tends
to cause the canopy to swing in a counierclockwise di-
rection about its pivotal connections to the struts 59.
Such movement also causes the struts 39 to move in a
clockwise direction and- the links 63 to move in a counter-
clockwise direction about the pins 66. In this fashion
sufficient play is established in the assembly to permit dis-
engagement of the pins 66 from the slots 5.

The slotted end porticns of the links 63 may then be
moved into substantially plane-parallel relationship to the
opposite edges of the canopy, the slots 65 engaging with
the end portions of the struts 59 where they connect with
the canopy 62. The struts 59 may then be swung in a
clockwise direction, as viewed in Fig. 12, whereby the
canopy will dispose itself in closure position with respect
to the upper edges of the container, as shown in broken
lines in Fig. 12.

It is to be recogunized that other modifications of the
present invention may suggest themselves to any one
skilled in the art and hence it is not intended that the
present invention be limited except as necessitated by the
appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A sandbox for children’s use which comprises, a con-
tainer for sand having an open top, an upright member
positioned on each siae of said container and exiending
above said container, a canopy, struts pivotally connected
to an intermediate edge portion of opposite edges of said
canopy, means carried by an intermediate portion of each
upright member on each side of said container pivetally
connected to opposite ends of said struts whereby said
canopy may be swung about said last-mentioned means
to closure position with respect to said box, engagement
means carried at the upper end portion of each upright
member, companion engagement means carried by said
canopy for removable engagement with the engagement
means upon the upright members whereby said canopy
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may be held in-overhanging spaced relatlonsmp to the
open top of said container.

2. A sandbox for children’s use which comprises;, a
container for sand having an open top, an upright mem-
ber positioned on each side of said container and extend-
ing above said container, a canopy, struts pivotally con-
nected to opposite edge portions of said canopy inter-
mediate its length, means carried by each upright mem-
ber on each side of said container pivotally connecting
the opposite end of said struts to said respective upright
members whereby said canopy may be swung by said
‘struts about said last-mentioned means, engagement means
carried at the upper end portion..of each upright mem-
ber, companion engagement means carried by said canopy
for removable engagement with the ergagement means
upon the upright members whereby said canopy may be
held in overhanging spaced relationship to the open top
of said container.

3. A sandbox for children’s use which comprises, ‘a
container for sand having an open top, an upright mem-
ber positioned on each side of said container and ex-
tending above said container, a canopy member, struts
pivotally connected to opposite edge portions of: said
canopy member, means carried by said upright members
pivotally connected to the opposite ends of said struts,
said canopy member being of a width less than.the dis-
tance between opposite upright members- whereby said
canopy member is swingable about said last-mentioned
means between and relative to said upright members with
its plane at substantially right-angles to the planes of
said upright members, engagement means carried at the
upper end portion of each upright member, companion
engagement means carried by said canopy member ad-
jacent an end edge thereef for removable engagement
with the engagement means upon the upright members
Whereby said canopy member may be held in overhang-
ing spaced generally parallcl relationship to the open top
of said container.

4. A sandbox for children’s use which comprises, a con-
tainer for sand having an open top,:an upright member
positioned on each side -of said container and extending
above said container, a canopy, struts pivotally connected
to opposite edge portions of said canopy intermediate
its- length, means carried by each upright member on
each side of said container pivotaily connecting the op-
posite end of said struts to said respective upright mem-
bers, engagement means carried at the upper end portion
of each upright member, companion -engagement means
carried. by said canopy for removable engagement with
the engagement means upon the upright members where-

by said canopy may be held in overhanging spaced rela--

tionship to the open top of said -container said struts
being of such length relative to the distance of the upper
open top of the container from the pivoted connection of
the siruts and the upright members whereby said canopy
may be swung to & position immediately over the open
top of the coniainer as a closure therefor when the re-
spective engagement means are disengaged.

5..A sandbox for children’s use which comprises, a con-
tainer for sand having an open top, an- upright member
positioned on each opposite side of said container and ex-
tending- above ‘said container, a pair of canopy mem-
bers, struts pivotally connected to an intermediate edge
portion of each canopy, means carried upon each upright
member pivotally connected to the opposite ends of said
struts, engagement means separate from said upright
member carried at the upper end portion of each upright
member, and companion engagement means carried by
each canopy member for removable engagement with the
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engagement means upon the upright members whereby
said canopy members may be held in overhanging spaced
relationship to the open top of said container.

6. A sandbox for children’s use which comprises, a
container for sand having an open top, an upright mem-
ber positioned on each opposite side of ~said container
and- extending above said container, a pair-of canopy
members; struts pivotally connected to an intermediate
edge portion- of each canopy, means carried by the up-
right member on each side of said container pivotally
connected to the opposite ends of said struts and about
which said cancpy may be swung, engagement means Car-
ried at the upper end portion of each upright member,
companion:’ engagement means carried by .each canopy
member for removable engagement with the engagement
means upon the upright members Whereby said canopy
members may be held in overhanging spaced relationship -
to the open top’ of said container and latch means: for
retaining said engagement means in engagement to pre-
vent inadvertent disengagement thereof.

7. A sandbox for children’s use which comprises, a
container for sand having an open top, an upright mem-
ber positioned on each opposite side of said container
and extending above said container, a pair of canopy
members, engagemeitt means carried at the-upper por-
tion -of each upright member, companion. engagement
means. carried by each canopy member. for removably
engaging the engagement means upon the upright mem=
bers, struts pivotally connected to an intermediate edge
pertlon of each canopy member, means carried by an
intermediate portion of each upright member on each
side of said container pivotally connected to the opposite
¢énds of said-struts, whereby said canopy members-are
supported in overhanging spaced relationship to said con-
tainer when said respective engagement means are in en-
gagement, said struts being of 'such length relatively. to
the distance of thé upper edge of the container from the
pivotal -connection. of the struts and the upright mem-
bers whereby said canopy members may be swung to a
position on the upper edge of the container when said re-
spective engagement means are disengaged.

8. A sandbox for children’s use which comprises, a -
comitainer for sand having an open top, an upright mem-
ber positioned on each opposite side of said container
and extending above said container, a pair of canopy
members, struts pivotally conmected to an: intermediate
edge portion of each canopy, means carried on an inter- .
mediate portion of each upright member on each side of
the container pivotally connected to the opposite ends of

- said struts, engagement ‘means -carried at the upper end

. portion of each upright member, companion €ngagement
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means carried by each canopy member for removable
engagement with the engagement means upon the uprlght
‘members whereby said canopy members may be held in
overhanging spaced relationship to the open top.of said
container, and separate engagement elements carried by
said upright members intermediate the tops of said up-
right members and the pivotal connection of the struts
and said upright members, said engagement elements be-
ing removably engageable with the engagement means
carried by said canopy members to hold said canopy mem-
bers in a substantially vertical direction above. said con-
tamer
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