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1 Ciaim.

My invention more particularly relates to an
apron provided with means by which the same
may be made tight about the neck of the customer
or other person who may desire to use the apron.
The apron embodying my invention is particularly
useful where the same is intended as a shampoo
apron although it is not limited to this particular
use as obviously it may be used to advantage on
the patients of doctors and dentists and in other
situations where it may be desirable to prevent
liquid or other material from reaching the neck
of the user and from soiling his clothes.

The ordinary shampoo apron is commonly open
at the back, and closed by puttons. ‘The opening
thus formed in the apron when closed obviously
cannot fit tightly about the neck with the conse-
quence that when a hair dresser is giving a
shampoo, it is difficult to prevent the liquid and
the shampoo material used in giving the shampoo
from reaching the neck of the customer and to
which the customer quite naturally seriously
objects.

In accordance with my invention the apron is
preferably closed by a zipper which may be of
common construction and which is so arranged
with respect to the apron that the latter may be
tightly closed about the neck of the customer
thereby precluding liquid or other material from
finding its way to the neck.

A further object of my invention is the pro-
vision of an apron provided with a zipper and
provided with associated means for preventing
the hooked metallic interlocking portions of the
zipper from bearing directly against the skin and
particularly the neck of the customer.

My invention will best be understood by refer-
ence to the accompanying drawing in which

PFig.lisa fragmentary perspective view of the
upper portion of a shampoo apron embodying
my invention;

Fig. 21is a fragmentary front view of the lower
portion of the zipper and showing a well known
construction by which the two parts or elements
of the zipper are made entirely separable;

Fig. 3is a fragmentary front view illustrating
the manner in which a flap overlies the hooked
portion of one element of the zipper;

Pig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of a
portion of an apron and the zipper illustrating
flaps overlying the respective hooked portions of
the two elements of the zipper:

Fig. 5 is a section taken along the line 5—5 of
Fig. 4, and

Fig. 6 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 5 illus-
trating a modification,

(Cl, 2——50)

Tike reference characters indicate like parts
throughout the drawing.

Referring to the drawing {0 is the upper por-
tion of a shampoo apron in connection with
which I have illustrated my invention, and
which may be formed of any desired material
such as oiled silk, cotton cloth, Tubberized cotton
or any other desired material. The apron is
open from top to bottom thereby presenting free
edges at 11, to which are secured two complemen-
tary -interlocking clements 12 and i21 respec-
tively, of a zipper indicated generally at 13. The
zipper may be of a well known type in which the
two elements are entirely separable, Fig. 2 illus-
trating a well known construction located at the
bottom of the zipper for accomplishing the fore-
going purpose. A metallic member 14 is secured
fo the fabric at one side of the dividing line of
the apron, the said plate being provided with a
front lip or flange 15, a similar rear lip (not
illustrated) forming a groove with the front lip
{5 in which is received a plate 16 secured to the
fabric on the opposite side of the dividing line of
the apron. The two clements of the zipper are
secured to respective strips of fabric I1 which
are in turn secured to the apron and form a
substantial continuation of the neck band.

The upper portion of the apron is provided
with a portion which engages the neck of the
customer, and which is preferably provided with
a neckband (8 which is of insufficient length
to extend completely around or encircle the neck
of any intended user. The two complementary
interlocking hooked elements 12 and 121 of the
zipper preferably extend substantially fo the
neckband {8 so that when the two elements of
the zipper are closed by the metal tab 122, the
collar portion of the apron is drawn tightly
around the neck of the customer thereby pre-
venting access of liquid or other material to the
neck.

In accordance with my jnvention means are
provided for preventing direct engagement of the
metallic hooked portion of the elements 12 and
121 with the neck of the customer, which en-
gagement might create a somewhat disagreeable
sensation. In the embodiment of my invention
illustrated in Figs. 3, 4 and 5, overlapping flaps
19 are attached to the respective free edges of
the apron along the dividing line and on the in-
side and which cover the interiors of the hooked
elements when the apron is closed as jllustrated
in Figs. 3,4 and 5 and which obviously prevent
direct engagement between the interlocking ele-
ments and the neck of the customer.
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In the embodiment of my invention illustrated
in Fig. 6 members 20 preferably formed of soft
material such as felt and of substantial thick-
ness are secured along the free edges of the
apron and adjacent to the interlocking portions
12 and 121 and on the interior of the apron which
engage the neck of the customer and serve to hold
the interlocking elements away from the neck.

The apron embodying my invention and which
is provided with a Zipper may, therefore, be
opened and closed quickly by the zZipper. At the
same time the neck portion of the apron is
brought closely around the neck of the customer
and without bringing the interlocking portions
of the zipper into direct engagement with the
neck of the customer to his discomfort.

While T have described my invention in its
preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that

2,080,178

the words which T have used are words of de-
scription and not of limitation. Hence, changes
within the purview of the appended claims may
be made without departing from the true scope
and spirit of my invention in its broader aspects.

What I claim is:

A shampoo apron comprising a neckband of
insufficient length completely to encircle the neck
of the user, said apron being open from top to
bottom, a slide fastener comprising two cooperat-
ing interlocking elements secured to the respec-
tive edges of said apron and extending substan-
tially to the ends of said neckband and forming
a -substantial continuation thereof whereby the
closing of said slide fastener causes said neck-
band and the cooperating parts closely to engage

‘the neck of the user.

JOSEPH L. LAIB.
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