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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHAN GEORGE SPLIT 

TORF, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Cleveland, in the county of Cuya 
hoga and State of Ohio, have invented a 
certain new and useful Improvement in 
Bakers' Shovels, of which the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
19S. 

his invention relates to bakers’ shovels 
and has for its object to provide a device of 
this type in which the handle shall always 
be cool, and in which the blade can be very 
easily and expeditiously removed when worn 
out. These devices are used by bakers for 
withdrawing bread, pies, and other products 
from the interior of the heated oven and the 
blade thereof is ordinarily and preferably 
made of wood. The heat of the oven causes 
this blade to become Scorched, cracked, and 
warped so as to necessitate its frequent re 
newal, and it is the object of this invention 
to provide a device of this type in which a 
new blade can be easily and inexpensively 
inserted and without the use of tools. 
One embodiment of my invention is illus 

trated in the drawings accompanying and 
forming a part of this specification, and in 
which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a portion of 
the device, parts thereof being broken away 
So as to show the interior construction; Fig. 
2 is an edge view of the same; Fig. 3 is a 
perspective view of the metallic reinforcing 
member; Figs. 4 and 5 are cross sectional 
views taken on the dotted lines 4-4 and 
5-5 respectively, of Fig. 1; and Fig. 6 is a 
detail view of a portion of the metallic mem 
ber showing the pivoted dog in outward po 
sition. 

Describing the parts by reference char 
acters, my improved shovel comprises a 
blade 1, handle 2 and metallic reinforcing 
member 3. The blade consists of an elon 
gated flat board 1 having its forward edge 
suitably beveled or tapered to permit its 
ready insertion beneath the articles in the 
oven, and the handle 2 consists of a narrow 
wooden bar of suitable length for use with 
the oven with which it is to be employed. 
The lateral edges of the blade are formed 
with shallow longitudinal recesses 4 near 
the base thereof for a purpose hereinafter 
explained, and these recesses are continued 
across the rearward end of the blade, as 

ends the cheek 

indicated at 5. The reinforcing member 3 
consists of a Y shaped metallic casting or 
stamping having forwardly extending par 
allel arms 6-6 connected at their base by a 
transverse web 7 and having the stem there 
of split or bifurcated to form a pair of sep 
arated plates 8-8 defining a space 9 adapt 
ed to receive the end of the handle 2. These 
plates 8 are of greater width than the Web 
7 and extend thereacross in the form of sep 
arated ribs 10, as shown in Fig. 2. The 
width of the branches 6 and of the web 7 
is such as to permit them to be entirely re 
ceived within the recesses 4 and 5 of the 
blade above mentioned, so that the hand of 
the operator may be shielded from contact with the metal. 
In order to cover and shield the plates 8, 
provide a pair of Wooden cheek pieces 12 

each of which has substantially the same 
thickness as the handle and is formed upon 
its inner surface with a recess 13 to receive 
the corresponding plate 8. The cheeks 12, 
plates 8 and handle 2 are formed with reg 
istering perforations adapted to receive 
bolts 14 by means of which the whole can 
be held firmly together. At their forward 

pieces 12 are carried sub 
stantially to the ends of the ribs 10 as 
shown at 15 in Fig. 1, the end of the cheek 
pieces being suitably notched to receive the 
web 7, and the rear end of the shovel blade 
is formed with a pair of transverse notches 
16 adapted to receive these cheek pieces. 
This construction provides a pair of thin 
tongues 17 at the center of the shovel which 
are adapted to embrace the Web 7 between 
the ribs 10 and to abut against the end of 
the handle. Inasmuch as the thickness of 
the handle, cheeks, and blade is the same it 
will be seen that this expedient provides a 
very smooth, elegant and secure construc 
tion. 
In order to prevent the accidental with 

drawal of the blade 1 from the reinforcing 
member, I provide the extremity of each of 
the arms 6 with a pivoted dog 20 having a 
tooth 21 adapted to engage a socket 25 
formed in the bottom of each of the re 
cesses 4 above mentioned and having a 
terminal lip 22 which may be grasped by 
means of a nail, pencil or other suitable im 
plement for turning the dog and releasing 
the blade. The abutting ends of the arms 
6 and dogs 20 are overlapped without in 
creasing their thickness, as shown in Figs. 2 
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and 5, and are pivotally connected by means 
of a rivet 23 or the like. With this construc 
tion it will be obvious that the blade 1 can 
be readily removed by disengaging the dogs 
20 and drawing the same longitudinally 
from its seat, so as to permit the introduc 
tion of a new blade when the first has be 
come worn out, or the Substitution of a 
blade of different length or shape. 
While I have necessarily described my in 

vention in detail I do not propose to be 
limited to such details except as the same 
may be positively included in the claims 
hereto annexed or may be rendered neces 
sary by the prior state of the art. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is: 
1. A baker's shovel comprising, in com 

bination, a handle, a branched metallic re 
inforcing member secured to the end there 
of, and a blade having recesses in its lateral 
edges adapted to receive said branches, and 
means carried by said branches and detach 
ably engaging said blade. 

2. A baker's shovel comprising, in com 
bination, a handle, a branched metallic re 
inforcing member secured to the end there 
of, and a blade having longituidinal recesses 
adapted to receive said branches, and means 
whereby said branches may be detachably 
secured to said blade. 

3. A baker's shovel comprising, in com 
bination, a handle, a metallic reinforcing 
member secured to the end thereof and com 
prising a pair of forwardly projecting sepa 
rated arms and a transverse web connecting 
said arms, a blade having recesses in its 
lateral side edges adapted to receive said 
arms and a recess in its rearward end con 
necting said first recesses and adapted to re 
ceive said transverse web, and means detach 
ably securing said blade to said branches. 

4. A baker's shovel comprising, in com 
bination, a handle, a metallic reinforcing 
member secured to the end thereof and com 
prising a pair of forwardly projecting sepa 
rated arms and a transverse web connecting 
said arms, and a blade having longitudinal 
recesses adapted to receive said arms and a 
recess in its rearward end connecting said 
first recesses and adapted to receive said 
transverse web, and means carried by said 
branches and detachably securing said blade 
thereto. 

5. A baker's shovel comprising, in combi 
nation, a blade, a metallic reinforcing mem 
ber secured thereto and having a pair of 
rearwardly projecting spaced plates, a han 
dle fitting between said plates, a cheek 
piece on each side of said handle and having 
its inner face recessed to receive a corre 
sponding plate, and means securing said 
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cheek pieces, plates and handle together. 
6. A baker's shovel comprising in com 

bination, a blade, a metallic reinforcing 
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member secured thereto and having a trans 
verse web to which are attached a pair of 
rearwardly projecting spaced plates, a han 
dle fitting between said plates, a cheek piece 
on each side of said handle and having its 
inner face recessed to receive a correspond 
ing plate and having a notch in its forward 
end receiving said web, and means Securing 
said cheek pieces, plates and handle to 
gether. 

7. A baker's shovel comprising in combi 
nation, a reinforcing member having a pair 
of Separated arms and a transverse web con 
necting said arms, there being a pair of 
separated plates carried by said web, said 
plates being of greater thickness than said 
web and extending thereacross in the form 
of parallel ribs, a handle secured between 
said plates, and a blade having recesses in 
its lateral side edges adapted to receive said 
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arms and having a recess across its rear 
end adapted to receive said Web, said blade 
also having transverse notches in its rear 
end adapted to receive said ribs, said notches 
defining tongues adapted to fit between said 
ribs. 

8. A baker's shovel comprising in com 
bination, a reinforcing member having a 
pair of forwardly projecting separated arms 
and a transverse web connecting said arms, 
there being a pair of separated plates car. 
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ried by said web, said plates being of 
greater thickness than said web and extend 
ing thereacross in the form of parallel ribs, 
a handle Secured between said plates, and a 100 
blade having longitudinal recesses adapted 
to receive said arms and having a transverse 
recess across its rear end adapted to receive 
said web, said blade also having transverse 
notches in its rear end adapted to receive 105 
said ribs. 

9. A baker's shovel comprising in combi nation, a reinforcing member having a pair 
of forwardly extending separated arms and 
a transverse web connecting said arms, 
there being a pair of separated plates car. 
ried by said web, said plates being of 
greater thickness than said web and ex 
tending thereacross in the form of paral 
lel ribs, a handle secured between said 
plates, a cheek piece secured upon each side 
of Said handle and having a recess on its 
inner face receiving the corresponding 
plate, said cheek pieces extending substan 
tially to the end of said ribs, and having 120 
transverse notches at their forward ends 
receiving Said web, and a blade having lon 
gitudinal recesses adapted to receive said 
arms and having a recess across its rear end 
adapted to receive said Web, said blade also 
having transverse notches in its rear end 
adapted to receive said cheek pieces and 
having tongues between said notches adapt 
ed to overlap said web between said cheek 
pieces. 3 
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10. A baker's shovel comprising in combi 
nation, a reinforcing member having a pair 
of separated arms, and a transverse web 
connecting said arms, there being a pair of 
separated plates carried by said web, a han 
dle secured between said plates, a cheek piece 
secured upon each side of said handle and 
having a recess on its inner face receiving 
the corresponding plate, said cheek pieces 
being of substantially the same thickness 
as said blade, and a blade having recesses 
in its lateral side edges adapted to receive 
said arms and having a recess across its rear 
end adapted to receive said web, said blade 
also having transverse notches in its rear 
end adapted to receive said cheek pieces, and 
having tongues between said notches adapt 
ed to overlap said web. 

11. A baker's shovel comprising in combi 
nation, a handle, a metallic reinforcing 
member secured to the end thereof and hav 
ing a pair of forwardly projecting sepa 
rated arms, a dog pivoted to the extremity 
of each of said arms and having an in 
Wardly projecting tooth and a forwardly 
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extending lip, and a blade having recesses 
in its lateral side edges adapted to receive 
said arms, and having sockets adapted to be 
engaged by said teeth. 

12. A baker's shovel comprising in combi 
nation, a handle, a metallic reinforcing 
member secured to the end thereof and hav 
ing a pair of forwardly projecting sepa 
rated arms, a dog pivoted to the extremity 
of each of said arms and having an in 
wardly projecting tooth, and a blade hav 
ing recesses in its lateral side edges adapted 
to receive said branches, and having sockets 
adapted to be engaged by said teeth, said 
dogs having means whereby they can be 
grasped and swung outwardly to release 
said blade. 
In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my signature in the presence of two wit 

0SSeS. 

JOHAN GEORGE SPLITTORF. 
Witnesses: 

HAROLD E. SMITH, 
BRENNAN B. WEST. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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