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Jo all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE A. CLAPP, of

" Quiney, county of Norfolk, State of Massachu-

setts, have invented an Improvement in Op-
era-Chairs, of which the following deseription,
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings,is a specification, like letters and figures
on thedrawings representing like parts.

This invention has fot its object to provide
a novel opera chair which may be readily
moved back by theoccupantof the chair with-

- out rising from it, to enable a person to pass.
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In theaters and other public places where
an audience is seated for a performance it is
very desirable to use as little space as possi-
ble for each chair, and assuch chairs are now
made, a person occupying a chair is obliged
to rise and tip up the seat of the chair in or-
der to let another person pass to a seat in the
same row. I have aimed to so support the
chair seat that it may tip uponits frame, and
also be pushed back away from a row of chairs
in front, to thusafford a gangway of sufficient
size to let a person pass without seriously in-
commoding the oceupant of the seat. In ac-
cordance with my invention the seat-frame is
mounted on rockers, as will be described. -

Figure 1, in side elevation shows a chair
embodying my invention, the chair being in
its normal forward position, with seat down;
Fig. 2 a like view with the seat pushed back;
Fig. 3 a rear view of the chair; and Fig. 4
shows one of the legs detached.

The base of the chair consists of two feet

"A, A, having ears a, a, between which are en-

tered the lower ends of the legs or supports
B, the lower end of the leg mounted on a pivot
b being beveled or shaped as shown in Fig. 4,
thus leaving surfaces b’, b to act as stops and
limit the extent of the rocking movement of
the legs. The upper ends of the legs, beveled

to form stops b3 b* for the seat C, are em-
braced by the ears ¢, ¢, to which is connected
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the back ¢%, the back being shown as provided
with suitable arms ¢*. The ears ¢, ¢, and the

upper parts of the legs are connected by a.

pivot pin 3, the loeation of the pivotal points
b and 3 being such as to cause the weight of
the parts to put the chair normally in the po-
sition Fig. 1. The seat itself is pivoted at 4
on or with relation to ears ¢, ¢, so that the
seat may turn about said pivot 4, as usual.
Suppose the seat, Fig. 1,to be in its usual po-
sition in a row, and occupied, and that an-
other person desires to pass the one occupy-
ing the seat. To provide for this, the oceu-
pant of the chair has only to push himself
back while in the seat, as in the position Fig.
2, the stop b? then resting against the foot.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. The herein described opera chair com-
posed of a back having ears; a pivoted seat;
and rocking legs, one pivoted to each ear,said
legs having stops at each side of their pivotal
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connections, and pivotal supports at their -

lower ends, substantially as shown and de-
scribed. ‘

2. The back having ears, the seat pivoted
thereon, the legs having stops at their upper
ends, pivots jointing the ears of the back with
the said legs, and feet having ears to which

the lower ends of the legs are jointed by piv-

ots, the said pivots being in different vertical
planes to thus enable the seat to occupy its
forward position under the force of gravity,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

GEO. A. CLAPP.

Witnesses: .
GEO. W. GREGORY,
M. J. SHERIDAN.
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