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(87) Abstract: In the present invention, when an article is not present in the upstream-side end section of the trough
of a downstream straight-advance feeder, an upstream straight-advance feeder is driven until an article is sensed by an
upstream article sensor, and when an article is not sensed by the upstream article sensor even after a predetermined
time has elapsed from the start of driving of the upstream direct-advance feeder, it is assumed that an article blockage
is occurring upstream from the upstream direct-advance feeder, and the upstream direct-advance feeder is driven with
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