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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, ROBERT O. LOWREY,
of Salem, in the county of Washington and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Method of
Rendering Fibrous Fabrics and similar arti-
cles Water-Repellent; and Ido hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof. -

To enable others skilled in the art to con-
struct and use my invention, I will proceed to
deseribe it.

My invention relates to waterproofing; and
consists in giving fibrous fabrics a water-
repellent character by the incorporation of a
lime and grease compound during their manu-
facture, or by treating them with this com-
pound subsequently.

I first make a lime and grease compound
similar totheonefor which Inow havean appli-
cation for a patent pending in the Patent Of

fice. This compound is made by taking any
quantity of quicklime desired, slaking 1t with
water, and, while the process of slaking is go-
ing on and the lime still warm and in & mas-
tic state, by adding from one 1o three ounces
of grease, oil, or fatty substance of any kind
containing fatty acids, and thorcughly mixing
them. The quantity of grease used may be
varied for different purposes, S0 a3 to secure a
compound of greater or less repellent power,

as may be desired; and, when desired, the
strength of the lime may

be partially de-
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stroyed by adding vinegar or acetic acid to it
before it is combined with the grease, or by
adding the acid to the compound. In either
case the effect on the lime will be the same
without weakening the repellent qualities of
the compound.

In manufacturing fabrics of animal, vege-
table, or mineral fiber for cloth, paper, or sim-
ilar articles, I mix my lime and grease com-
pound with the fiber or pulp, and thoroughly
incorporate it by the use of any convenient
device or mechanism, The fiber or pulp thus
treated will be found, when woven into cloth,
converted or made into paper, or formed and
pressed into articles of any desired shape, to-
possess a strong water-repellent quality.

A similar effect may be produced by treat-
ing fabries, such as paper, cloth, and similar
articles, by applying my compound to their
surfaces with a sponge or brush; and in like
manner and with similar effect leather and all
articles of a like character may be treated.

. Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— .

The method of rendering fibrous fabrics
and similar articles water-repellent by the ad-
dition or use of a lime and grease compound,
substantially as herein described.

ROBT. 0. LOWREY.
Witnesses:
J. MCKENNEY,
P. T. DODGE.




