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(57) Abstract: In a power supply system (10), a plurality of voltage converters (14) have chargeable/dischargeable bat-
teries (12) connected to the respective primary sides (30) and have respective secondary sides (32) connected in parallel to
each other. For each of the voltage converters (14), a voltage transformation rate (Tr) is set such that the current measured
by a primary side current measuring instrument (16) is maintained within a first range between the discharge current
maximum value (Idmax) of the batteries (12) connected to the primary sides (30) and the charge current maximum value
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<Regarding the subject of the search>

Claim 1 sets forth the invention-specifying feature in which “for each
of the plurality of voltage converters, the voltage conversion ratio is set
such that the current measured by the current meter connected to the primary
side falls within a first range between the maximum discharge current (Idmax)
of the battery connected to the primary side and the maximum charge current
(Icmax) of the battervy”.

However, the definition of the “first range” is not clear.

Thus, since claim 1 and claims 2-8 that are dependent thereon are not
clear, a meaningful search could not be carried out for claims 1-8.

The invention-specifying feature is considered to correspond to the
wording “current restriction is performed such that a discharge current Id
and charge currents Icl-Ic3 fall within a first range, i.e., the absolute
value of the discharge current Id is equal to or smaller than the maximum

discharge current Idmax (]Id| £ Idmax) and the absolute values of the charge
currents Icl-Ic3 are equal to or smaller than the maximum charge current
Icmax (|Icl] £ Icmax, |Ic2|] £ Icmax, |Ic3|] £ Icmax)” of paragraph [0041].

Therefore, a search was carried out for claim 1 on the assumption that
the “first range” is such that “the absolute value of a discharge current is
equal to or smaller than the maximum discharge current Idmax, and the
absolute value of a charge current is equal to or smaller than the maximum
charge current Icmax”.
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