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The present invention relates to decorative de—
viees and more particularly fo a:device adapted
to. be secured to a window, pane or-other surface
for supporting an illuminating device.

5- At Christmas time it is common to. see candles
or candle- sunulatmg dev1ces displayed in. the
windows. -of - houses, shops, and_other buildings.
These. candles and the imitations thereof gen-
erally. are placed on window sills or the floor. of

19 shop display windows. - The candle-simulating

devices comprise a series of tubular members

imitating candle bodies and are surmounted at
their tops with light bulbs.. These devices are
decorative, but their. utility is limited by .the fact
that they must be supported from below, that
the tubular members are secured together non-
adjustably . as a unit and therefore always pre-
sent the same appearance, and that. they are not
adapted for use with windows of varying sizes.
In addition, these devices are expensive and re-
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since they cannot be folded up.

Accordingly, it is, the principal object. of the
present invention to provide a unitary decorative
illuminating device of a type suitable for use dur-
ing the Christmas séason, which is.compact, in-
expensive, easily handled, capable of being folded
up so that it will occupy but. a small backing
space, and at the same time adapted ‘to.be opened
up so as to present a variety of pleasing decora-
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30 tive effects, either when used-alone or with one
or more duplicate units.
" Ttis a further object of the present invention to
provide a device of this type which may be af-
35 fixed directly to a window pane or other vertical

° surface.and thus be more’ prominently displayed
than illuminating devices resting on a base such
as a windew sill.,

To the accomphshment of these objects and

40 such others as may appear hereinafter, the van-
*" ous. features of the present invention reside in
certain devices, combinations, and arrangements
of parts fully set. forth hereinafter and .then
pointed out. .in the; appended claims, possessing
advantages which will be readily apparent.to
those skilled in this. art.

The various features of the present mventmn
will be readily understood from an 1nspect1on of
the accompanying drawing illustrating the best
50 form of the invention at present known to the
"* inventor, in which,

Flgure 1is'a v1eW in front elevation Showing
the present 1nvent1on affixed to a window pane;

Fig. 2 is a view in front e1evat1on showmg the

present 1nvent10n folded up; -

quire a relatively large packing space when stored

(CL 2406—10)

Fig. 3 is a detaﬂ sectmnal view taken on the-
line 2—3 of Fig. 1, but showing the light bulb and
socket standing upright; and

Fig. 4 is a detail view in plan showing  the
slabbed off wings- and the hinging of the arms.

The Mlustrated embodiment of the present in-
vent1on‘1s provided with a pair of channel-shaped
arms §.and T (Fig. 1) each of which comprises a
web 8 and wings 9 and {0 (Figs. 3 and 4). As
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the arms 6 and T are ;
hinged together, and for this purpose. the adja-
cent ends of the webs 8 are extended to form
tongues 1 and 12, respectively, adapted to dove-
tail : (Fig. 4). ’I‘he tongues are curved under to
form eyes for receiving a pin 13 which is upset at 15
each end when in position so that the arms are
hlngedly connected together.

As best. shown in Fig. 1, the hinged arms are
adapted to receive and support a plurality of
electric light bulbs 14 with their sockets 15 and
connected wiring 18 such as are sold commercial-
ly for Christmas tree decorations.. The bulbs 14
preferably simulate the appearance of a candle
flame. The wings 8 and [0 are each provided
with. 3" number of integral spaced extensions or
fins 17, so. arranged that the fins on the wing 9
of each arm-are oppositely disposed to the fins
on the wing 18 thereof. With this. construction
each oppositely disposed pair of fins T comprises
g, pair of jaws adapted to grip and hold between
them a. socket i5. The portion of each socket
adapted to be gripped by the fins 171 is preferably
octagonal, as shown, since this construction is
easily handled and provides flat surfaces for the
fins 17 to grip. 'The illustrated embodiment of
the present invention is shown as provided with
elght pairs’ of ﬁns 1. ’

The bulbs 14, the sockets 15, and their con-
nected wiring L6 are positioned in the channel-
shaped arms as shown in Fig. 1. The wings 9
and 6 of each arm, by reason of the channel they
form.with the web 8, conceal the wiring 16, and
the fins {1 merely grip the sockets 5 without
otherwise securing them . so that they may. be
adjusted in & variety of positions, as desired.
‘When the present invention is in use, the wiring
18 is exposed to view only at the hinge joining
the arms 6 and 7 and at the free end of the arm
7 from which. the remainder of the wiring ex-
tends for connection to a plug 18.

The ‘présent invention is designed to be af-

fixed to a window pane 19 (Fig 1) or other smooth
surface. To this end the present invention con-
templates. the use of suction cups'20 adapted to
adhere ‘to' a surface by suctlon when pressed
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2
against it and provided with a partially embedded
bolt 21 (Fig. 3) as is well understood. For con-
necting the suction cups 20 to the arms 6 and 7,
each arm is provided with a bracket 22 (Fig. 3)
one end 23 of which is bent at right angles and
is provided with an opening 24 through which
the threaded end of the bolt 21 passes for se-
curement by means of a nut 25.

The opposite end 26 of each bracket 22 is se-
cured to the web 8 of its respective arm in a
manner best shown in Fig. 3. The end 26 is par-
tially punched out as indicated at 27 and 28 so
as to form two studs 29 adapted to project
through holes 36 located in the web 8 preferably
intermediate its ends. The studs 29 are upset
against the web as shown in Fig. 3, thereby se-
curing the bracket and the arm firmly together.
By placing the holes 30 intermediate the ends of
each arm, the brackets 22 are centered relatively
to.the weight of the arms, thereby providing that
the present invention is balanced properly when
the cups 29 are affixed to a pane {9 or other
surface.

The wings 9 and 10 need only be wide enough
to conceal the wiring 16 and give support to the
fins I1.. Examination of Fig. 2 shows that the
cups 20 are considerably wider than the wings,
or to state this another way, that the cups are
wider than the arms 6 and T are thick, taking
the web 8 and the wings 9 and 10 of each arm as
a unit. Since the arms may be folded together
with their webs only slightly spaced apart (Fig.
2), the present invention is provided with means
for maintaining the cups 20 out of engagement
when the arms are so folded.

This result is effected by providing each brack-
et 22 adjacent its end 25 with a double bend 31
(Fig. 3) extending sufficiently upward so that
the remainder of the bracket is offset from the
plane of the bracket end 26. With this con-
struction the suction cup 20 lies entirely above
the plane of the bracket end 26, viewing Fig. 3.
By securing the brackets 22 to the arms in the
same relative positions, the bracket ends 26 en-
gage each other when the arms are folded to-
gether and the cups 20 remain out of engage-
ment, as shown in Fig. 2. It is realized that this
same result could be easily obtained by merely
staggering the brackets 22, that is, by placing one
of them nearer the hinging than the other. Such
a construction would render the double bend 31
unnecessary, for the cups 20 would not then en-
gage each other regardless of how near together
the arms 6 and T might be. It is preferred, how-
ever, to have each bracket 22 extend centrally
of its arm in the manner shown for the reason, as
stated above, that the weight of the present in-
vention will then be evenly distributed above and
below the brackets and the structure will be
balanced when in use.

It will be apparent that the present inven-
tion comprises a unit which may be secured to a
window pane {9 or other smooth surface as shown
in Fig. | by merely pressing the cups 20 against
the pane so that the air is exhausted from the
cups. By reason of the hinging of the arms 6
and 1, they may be positioned as shown in Fig. 1
or they may be swung so as to increase or de-
crease the angle between them. In any position
of adjustment of the arms, the flame-simulating
bulbs 14 should sfand upright. The various bulb
positions indicated in Fig. 1 are shown as they
are merely to illustrate the point that the sockets
15 may be adjusted between the fins 17 in a va-
riety of positions.
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It will be apparent that when the present in-
vention is secured to a window pane as shown in
Fig. 1, but with the bulbs 14 standing upright,
an observer from without will receive the im-
pression of viewing a graded series of eight
lighted candles, the two in the center being the
tallest and the two forming the ends being the
shortest. When the arms are swung through
an arc of 180°, the impression will be of candles
of equal length.

The variety of the decorative effects can be
enlarged by associating together two or more of
the units disclosed. By placing the hinged ends
of two units together, and adjusting the respec-
tive arms through an arc of 90°, a flaming cross
can be simulated. By placing the free ends of
the arms of two units together, a square or dia-
mond shaped appearance can be produced. By
use of more than two of the disclosed units, stars

and other geometric figures can be produced. o

In case the window is a long one, several units
may be used side by side, thereby presenting the
appearance of several series of candles of graded
heights.

If the end edges of the wings 9 and 10 ada-
cent the hinged ends of the webs 8 were normal
to the webs, the arms 6 and 7 could be swung
apart only slightly more than 180°, for the wing
ends would engage each other and so prevent
a further swinging. It is desirable, however,
that the arms be capable of movement through
an arc greater than 180°, Stated in another way,
whereas Fig. 1 shows the present invention In use
in inverted V position, it is desirable for decora-
tive purposes that the present invention be capa-
ble of use in upright V position.

To this end the end edges of the wings 9 and
10 adjacent the hinging are slabbed off as indi-
cated at 32 and 33, respectively, (Figs. 1, 2 and
4), so that the arms 6 and T may be swung into
upright V position. Since it is desirable that the
bulbs 14 should not strike each other when the
arms are swung through more than 180° the an-
gularity of the slabbed off end edges 32 and 33 is
such that these edges engage to prevent further
swinging before the bulbs 14 contact each other.
With this construction, it is apparent that the
arms 6 and T may be folded together as shown in
Fig. 2, or swung apart through an arc somewhat
less than 360°,

It is true that the present invention might be
affixed to a pane 19 in upright Vv position simply
by turning it around from its Fig. 1 position
without moving the arms 6 and 7 relatively to
each other. But this procedure would cause the
wall plug 18 to extend to the left, viewing Fig. 1,
instead of to the right, as shown, and this might
cause difficulty if the place of use did not have
a convenient electric plug socket to the left of
the pane (8. The slabbed off end edges 32 and
33, by permitting a swinging of the arms 6 and
1 through an arc.considerably greater than 180°,
provide that the wiring 16 and the plug 18 al-
ways extend from the same side regardless of th
position of the arms. :

The illustrated embodiment of the present in-
vention is easily handled and may be folded up
compactly. For household and shop window pur-
poses the hinged arms 6 and 7, when folded as
shown in Fig. 2, may conveniently be 1334 inches
long. Viewing Fig. 3, the distance from the wing
10 to the mouth of the cup 20 may be 2% inches.
With such dimensions the structure shown may
be easily packed or displayed in a box measuring
1412 by 2% by 3 inches. The fins 17 grip the
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sockets 15 so securely that the bulbs 14 may be
replaced without removing the sockets from the
fins. But on the other hand, since the fins mere-
ly grip the sockets, they may be easily shifted an-
gularly with respect to the arms from a position
of use shown in Fig. 1 to the position shown in
Fig. 2, ready to be packed away, or they may be
removed entirely.

What is claimed as new, is:

1, In a decorative device, the combination with
a plurality of arms pivotally connected together,
an illuminating device for each arm, means in-
tegral with each arm providing a support in
which the illuminating device is shiftable angu-~
larly with respect to the arm independently of the
position thereof, and suction cups adapted to be
affixed to a surface, of members secured to at
least two of the arms, respectively, for connect-
ing the respective suction cups thereto.

2. In a decorative device, the combination with
a plurality of arms pivotally connected together,
an electric illuminating device comprising at
least one bulb for each arm, a socket for each
bulb, and connected wiring, means integral with
each arm providing a support in which the socket
is shiftable angularly with respect to the arm in-
dependently of the position thereof, means car-
ried by the arms for concealing the wiring sub-
stantially throughout the length of the arms, and
suction cups adapted to be affixed to a surface,
of members secured to at least two of the arms,
respectively, for connecting the respective suc-
tion cups thereto. '

3. In a decorative device, the combination with
a plurality of arms pivotally connected together,
an electric illuminating device comprising at
least one bulb for each arm, a socket for each
bulb provided with oppositely disposed faces, and
connected wiring, means provided with opposite-
1y disposed faces adapted to engage the socket
faces frictionally for pivotally securing the sock-
ets to the arms, means carried by the arms for
concealing the wiring substantially throughout
the length of the arms, and suction cups. adapt-
ed to be affixed to a surface, of members secured
to at least two of the arms, respectively, for
connecting the respective suction cups thereto.

4. In a decorative device, the combination with
a plurality of arms pivotally connected together,
each arm comprising a web and a pair of wings,
an illuminating device for each arm, and means
extending from the respective wings of each arm
substantially in the plane thereof providing a
support in which the illuminating device is shift-
able angularly with respect to the arm independ-
ently of the position thereof, of members con-
nected to at least two of the arms, respectively,
for securing the arms to a surface, said members
being each provided with a suction cup and be-
ing secured to the arms in such location thereon
that the weight of the device is evenly distributed
on either side of the suction cups when they are
affixed to a surface. :

5. Tn a decorative device, the combination with
a plurality of channel-shaped arms, each com-
prising a web and a pair of wings, pivotally con-
nected so that they may be swung into and out
of substantial juxtaposition, an electric illumi-
nating device comprising a plurality of bulbs,
sockets therefor, and connected wiring, said wings
being adapted to conceal the wiring substantially
throughout the length of the arms, means. car-
ried by. the wings for pivotally supporting the
sockets, and suction cups, wider than the wings,
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adapted to be affixed to a surface, of members
secured to at least two of the arms, respec-
tively, for connecting the respective suction cups
thereto, said members being shaped to hold the
suction cups spaced apart when the arms are
substantially juxtaposed.

6. In a decorative device, the combination with
a plurality of arms, each comprising a web and
a pair of wings, pivotally connected so that they
may be swung into and out of substantial juxta-

position, means for limiting the swinging of the

arms to an arc of less than 360°, an electric il-
luminating device comprising a plurality of bulbs,
sockets therefor, and connected wiring, said wings
being adapted to conceal the wiring substantially
throughout the length of the arms, means car-
ried by the wings for pivotally supporting the
sockets, and suction cups, wider than the wings,
adapted to be afiixed to a surface, of members se-
cured to at least two of the arms, respectively, for
connecting the respective suction cups thereto,
said members comprising portions which are in
engagement when the arms are substantially
juxtaposed and cup-holding portions which are
offset to maintain the cups out of engagement
when the first named portions are engaged.

7. In a decorative device, the combination with
a plurality of arms, each comprising a web and a
pair of wings, pivotally connected so that they
may be swung into and out of substantial juxta-
position, means for limiting the swinging of the
arms to an arc of less than 360°, an electrie il-
luminating device including a plurality of bulbs,
sockets therefor each of which is provided with
oppositely disposed faces, and connected wiring,
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said wings being adapted to- conceal the wiring -

substantially throughout the length of the arms,
projections carried by the wings in oppositely dis-
posed relation adapted to engage the socket faces
frictionally for pivotally securing the sockets to
the arms, and suction cups, wider than the wings,
adapted to be affixed to a surface, of members se-
cured to at least two of the arms, respectively,
for connecting the respective suction cups there-
to, said members comprising portions which are
in engagement when the arms are substantially
juxtaposed and cup-holding portions which are
offset to maintain the cups out of engagement
when the first named portions are engaged.

8. In a decorative device, the combination with
a channel-shaped arm comprising a web and a
pair of wings, means for securing the arm to a
surface, and a plurality of illuminating devices;
of means carried by the wings, respectively, sub-
stantially in the plane thereof for supporting by
a merely frictional gripping each illuminating
device in any one of a plurality of positions inde-
pendently of the position of the arm and also
independently of the position of the other illumi-
nating devices.

9. In a decorative device, the combination with
a channel-shaped arm comprising a web and a
pair of flat wings, means for securing the arm to
a surface, and a plurality of illuminating devices
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each having a socket provided with oppositely dis- 65

posed faces, of flat projections extending from
the wings, respectively, in oppositely disposed re-
lation substantially in the plane of the wings
adapted to engage said socket faces flatwise for

supporting the sockets by ‘a merely frictional 70

gripping in any one of a plurality of positions

independently with respect to each other and

also independently with respect to the arm.
ADOLPH SIMEONE.




