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(57) Abstract: The present invention is to prevent a packet
inspection device from stopping the operation of the packet
inspection device when a load applied to the packet inspec-
tion device is larger than the maximum capacity that the
packet inspection device can handle. A method and an ap-
paratus tfor adjusting a load according to the present inven-
tion can ensure that the packet inspection device keeps
working even in case of overload by periodically monitor-
ing the amount of packets, that is, load levels, entering into
the packet inspection device, and by comparing the moni-
tored load levels with the predetermined upper and lower
limits, in order to pass the packets through the packet in-
spection device or to block some of the packets if the load
levels exceed a certain value. In addition, the method and
the apparatus for adjusting a load according to the present
invention are simply configured to effectively select the
packets to be blocked or passed in order to not damage the
unique functions of the packet inspection device, and to
prevent another load from being induced during the select-
ing procedure. Further, the apparatus for adjusting a load
selectively operates only in case an overload has been gen-
erated.
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