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To albl whomy it may coneceri:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM J. BAKER, re-
siding at Newport, in the county of Campbell
and State of Kentucky, bave invented a new

g and Improved Laundry-Tag, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
that class of laundry-tags formed of a thin
flexible metal body capable of being bent upon

1o itself and over the edge of the article to be
" identified; and the said invention has for its
purpose to provide a tag of this character of
a very simple and inexpensive construetion
that can be readily attached and cannob be
15 accidentally disengaged.

My invention comprehends generally a
sheet-metal blank capable of being bent upon
itself, one end of which has prongs to enter
the fabric, the other end of which has suit-

20 able means especially adapted for gripping
the ends of a piece of tape adapted to be bent
transversely thereover in such manner that
the tensional strain of the tape ends pulling
in opposite directions will cause the said tape

25 to be firmly held upon the metallic body.

In its subordinate features my invention
consists in certain details of construction
hereinafter fully described, and particularly
pointed out in the appended claims, refer-

30 ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— ] '

Figure 1 is aview of my laundry-tag as ap-
‘plied for use. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of
‘the preferred form of my invention, the same

35 being shown as it appears before being folded
over to grip the garment. Fig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal section of the same on the line 3 3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 41is a transverse gection on the
_Jine 4 4 of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a section on the
ine 5 5 of Fig. 1. Fig.61is a perspective
iew of a modified form of my invention.
iig. 7Tisa longitudinal and Fig. 8 a cross sec-
on thereof, taken, respectively, on the lines

7 and 8 8 of Fig. 6; and Fig. 9is a perspec-

ve view of the preferred form of blank.

My improved tag in its preferred form con-

sts of a sheet-metal blank ¢ of snitable size.
he blank ain practiceis formed by a stamp-
g-machine, and at one end it has a number

' V-shaped prongs ¢, that extend crosswise

the body ¢ and with their points projected

wardly, as clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 9.
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At the opposite end the blank has at each side
a set of prongs d, disposed to project longi-
tudinally and with their points extending in-
wardly, the pointsof the prongs d at one side
opposing the points of the prongs d at the op-
posite side.

E designates a short piece of tape of suffi-
cient length to extend transversely over the
side edge of the end @ of the blank and with
its opposite ends e e toengage the two oppos-
ing sets of prongs d.

In practice the ends e ¢ of the band I are
drawn tightly together to extend over and
engage the upturned prongs d, (which also
face the inner or garment-engaging surface
of the blank ¢,) after which the prongs d are
pressed inward flat over the marking-tape
ends e.

By connecting the endsof the marking-tape
in the manner shown and above deseribed it
is obvious that the tensionalstrain on the op-
posite ends of the tape E in opposite direc-
tions will tend to cause said tape to remain
positivelyinterlocked with the prongs d, and
thereby reduce the danger of the marking-
tape becoming accidentally geparated from
the pronged plate to the minimum. Said man-
ner of joining the tape E to the plate also
serves to hold the marking-face e* of the
tape flat and smooth on the outer face of the
plate a. : _

The manner in whieh the preferred con-
struction” of my tag is used it is thought
will be clearly understood by referring to the
drawings. To attach, it is only necessary to
bend the plate upon itself on the creased line
to bring the prongs cin gripping-contact with
the garment. - .

In Figs. 6 to 8, inclusive, T have illustrated
a modified form of my invention, which dif-
fors from the other form only in the manner
in which the tape mark is held in place. In -
this latter form two metal plates are used. 95
The plate over which the tape is passed and
indicated by o is smooth and without prongs,
and the ends of- said plate o are extended;
as at f, and bent over to form guide-loops /'y
which loops are, however, sufficiently open

at their inner edge to permit the ends of the
tape E being bent in under the said loops f;
as indicated by ¢° and said tape ends are
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held clamped within the said loops ' and the
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body of the tape flatwise against the plate a*
by a second plate G, which plate G also forms
a means for securing the tag to the fabrie, it
having a sufficient length to permit its ends
that carry spurs ¢ being bent down onto the
tape-holding portion, and to further secure
the tape the plate G is provided with an in-
turned spurg, as seen in Figs. 6 and 7, which
engages the tape.

To remove the tag from the garment, it is
only necessary to press open the two ends of
the plate to disengage the prongs from the
garment,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A laundry-tag, consisting of a sheet-
metal body, bendable upon itself, one end of
which has garment-engaging prongs, a flexi-
ble marking-strip, bent transversely over the
otherend, said body having means for holding
the marking-strip end interlocked therewith
and from endwise movement, as set forth,

. 678,156

2. A laundry-tag, consisting of a sheet-
metal body bendable upon itself, one end of
said body having prongs projected inwardly
inatransverse direction, and a piece of mark-
ing-tape, adapted to be bent transversely
over the opposite end of the body part, with
its ends opposing each other, said body part
having members nearits edges, opposing each
other, and adapted to interlock with the tape
ends and hold them from spreading in a lon-
gitudinal direction, as set forth.

3. Alaundry-tag, comprising a metal body,
having a portion, adapted to bend upon itself
to grip a garment, a marking-tape bendable
in a transverse direction over one end of the
metal body, said body having means for hold-
ing the tape interlocked therewith, substan-
tially as shown and for the purposes specified.

WILLIAM J. BAKER.

Witnesses:
C. W. NAGEL,
M. HEROLD.
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