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1

Our invention is directed in general to interior
cornices of the type often associated with dra-
peries around windows, and more particularly is
directed to an adjustable cornice having im-
proved mounting means for receiving both the
cornice and allied appliances.

- Window cornices are often employed within
structures such as a family dwelling to conceal
the upper ends of window draperies, as well as
the mechanism of Venetian blinds, sometimes
applied to the same window. These cornices are
preferably spaced from the wall around the win-
dow to permit proper hanging of the drapes in
such manner that the upper extremities are con-

cealed behind the cornice, and should curve in !

approximately to the wall at each end.

To obtain the desired decorative effect, the
vertical dimension, or height, of each cornice
must be varied with the size of the window, in
order to obtain a structure having pleasing ap-
pearance. In the past this has required that
properly constructed cornices be built especially
for each window. Although usually satisfactory
in appearance, these custom built cornices are
expensive and the heavy, fixed construction
makes the hanging or changing of drapes a diffi-
cult operation. If Venetian blinds are employed
on the window, the removal of these blinds for
cleaning or repair is also complicated by the
presence of a fixed cornice,

A primary object of our invention is to over-
come these and other defects in prior art de-
vices by providing a cornice which may be easily
formed to any desired height, which may be as-
sembled from g plurality of pre-formed sections
joined together in a novel manner, which co-
operates with a simple, effective, and durable
mounting device permitting removal of the cor-
nice as well as associated appliances, which is
inexpensive, fireproof and durable, and which
retains its original adjustment,

. Other objects include the provision of such a
device which may be inexpensively fabricated on
high speed machines, which may be simply
formed to fit windows of substantially any length,
which may be easily installed in a horizontal
position, and which permits a limited degree of
lateral adjustment to center the cornice over the
window. )

Other objects, as well as further advantages,

will ‘be disclosed in the following detdiled de- .

scription and the appended drawings in which:
Fig. 1 is a partially sectioned perspective view
of an assembled cornice;
Pig. 2 is a partially sectioned
cornice strip;
- Pig. -3 is a perspective view of a
locking strip;
" Fig. 4'is a perspective view of a clip receiver;
-Fig. b is a perspective view of a cornice clip;

portion of a

perspective of a

(CL. 160—38)
2
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a Venetian blind
support; 5 :
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Pig. 7 is a partially sectioned plan view illus-
trating the assembly of the component parts of
our invention; :

Fig. 8 is a cross section illustrating a modified
assembly similar to that shown in Fig. 1 and
the clip shown in Fig. 5; and ‘

Fig. 9 is a perspective view illustrating th
assembly in operation. - :

In brief, our cornice is formed from rolled
strips of metal, plastic, or the like, - decorated,
finished or covered as desired, and having lon-
gitudinally extending corrugations, preferably
with the convex face exposed to view when in
use. The edge portions of the cornice strips are
curved in a-reverse bend about a longitudinal
axis to receive a locking strip, the face of which
is also curved to substantially duplicate the cur-
vature of a single corrugation in the cornice
strip. The requisite number of cornice strips are
joined together by locking strips which slidably
engage the edges of the cornice strips to form a
cornice of the ‘desired height, the height being

5 selected with regard to the height of the win-

dow and its relationship to other adjacent por-
tions of the structure. The assembly is then cut
to the desired length and bent near each end to
form laterally extending end portions normal to’
a body portion, the length of the end portions
being sufficient to extend into contact with the
wall of the structure around the window,

To secure the cornice in position we attach
clip receivers in the opposite upper corners of
the window. H’ach of these receivers is- formed
to removably receive Venetian blind support clips,
as well as slidably engaging g laterally extending
tongue formed on a cornice clip, The cornice
clip slidably engages the cornice and supports
it in a truly horizontal position, this position. be-
ing initially established by the position of the
clip receivers on the window frame, Despite
the rigidity and stability of our assembled struc-
ture, both the cornice and the Venetian blind
with their associated clips may be quickly and
easily detached without the use of tools and. the.
cornice may be-moved laterally to some extent
without adjusting the position of the fixed clip
receivers,

. As shown in Figs, 1-3, our cornice is formed
from one or more elongated cornice strips 10
preferably- having longitudinally extending cor-
rugations 11, or the like, formed therein. : Or-
dinarily our cornice is assembled in such manner
that the convex surface of the corrugations I1 is
exposed to view and this surface of the structure
is therefore referred to as the face, the opposite
or concave surface being the back. Any desired
number of corrugations {1 may be formedin each:
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cornice strip depending upon the decorative ef-
fect desired.

Each longitudinal edge of each cornice strip
10 is bent rearwardly and inwardly in a return
bend, forming a laterally extending portion i2
and a tongue 13 defining troughs generally desig-
nated (4, facing each other. The laterally ex-
tending portion (2 preferably is positioned to ex-
pose somewhat less than one-half of a corruga-
tion.

To join the cornice strips 10, we provide a lock-
ing strip generally designated 18, shaped .to en-
gage the troughs i4 and to blend with the ex-
terna] surface of the cornice strips {9 in such
manner as to make the presence of the locking
strip 16 apparent only to an attentive observer.
The locking strip 16 may be formed of a material
similar to that employed in forming the cornice
strips, as for example aluminum, stainless steel,
Monel metal, plastic, or the like and includes a
convex face 17, the curvature and height of which
is similar to the curvature and height of the cor-
rugations (. The longitudinal edges 2i of the
face 11 are bent inwardly towards each other
in reverse bend, indicated at 18, forming a con-
cave surface 19 shaped to mate with the face of
the cornice strip 18. Preferably the folded por-
tions 21 contact each other along the central
axis of the locking strip (8 and are then folded

to form rearwardly extending portions 22, the 3

depth of which is slightly greater than the depth
of the laterally extendir.g portion 12 on the cor-
niee strips 18. From this point the edges are
pent to form diverging flanges 28 disposed in the

same plane which are provided at their extremi- :

ties with a trough 24 formed by a reverse bend
in the material. The width of the trough 24 is
substantially equal to the thickness of the ma-
terial employed in forming the cornice strips 10,
the entire strip 16 being formed in such manner
as to slidably engage adjacent cornice strips 16
in the manner shown asin Fig. 1.

It will be noted that the face 17 of the locking
strip 18 matches the curvature of the corruga-
tions il and is curved to smoothly engage the
face of the corrugation {{ ncarest the edge.

From the foregoing it may be seen that a cor-
nice .of substantially any desired height may be
simply formed by locking together the ‘requisite
number of cornice strips 0 with the matching
locking strips 6. The assembly may then be
bent near each end as at 26, Fig. 9, fo form end
portions 27.normal to a body portion 28. The
length of the end portions 21 is equal and se-
lected to space the body portion 28 the desired
distance from a wall. We prefer to form the
bend 26 on a relatively large radius, thus provid-
ing a rounded corner of pleasing appearance.
The bends 26 lock the cornice strips I9 and the
toeking ‘strips 16 in position and prevent shift-
ing ‘of these components during handling of the
assembly.

‘Both ‘the -cornice -strips 10 and the locking
strips 16 may be-extruded or formed rapidly and
inexpensively on suitable rolls in 2 mannerknown
to those skilled in the art, or if desired may be
formed in a suitable press.or brake when smaller
quantities are contemplated. The natural finish
of the material employed, which is preferably
aluminum, is ordinarily suitable for most instal-

lations. However, if Gesired, the exposed surface

may be dyed, painted, colored, plated, coated or
otherwise decorated as desired.

To.secure our cornice in position we provide 2
pair of:opposed clip receivers 29, one of which is
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illustrated in Fig. 4. The clip receiver includes a
plate 31 having a horizontal flange 32 and a ver-
tical flange 33 normal to the plate 31 and to each
other. Both the ‘horizontal and vertical flanges
32 and 33 are provided with a multiplicity of per-
forations 34 through which screws, nails or other
fastening means may be inserted for securing
the clip receiver 29 to the upper corners of a con-
ventional window frame, indicated at 36.

The plates :31 include a plurality of stirrups
317 struck out from the plate 31 and aligned with
the horizontal flange 32. Spaced angular tongues
38 are also struck out from the plate 31 and are
shaped to receive and support a Venetian blind
clip 39 (Fig. 6). The tongues 38 are preferably
spaced -downwardly -from the stirrups 31 andin-
clude -an inner normal portion 41, an intermedi~
ate portion 42 parallel to -the plate :34, and an
outer normal portion 43. TheVenetian -blind elip
39 includes a support channel 44 adapted-to re-
ceive the rectangular upper bar of the -conven-
tional Venetian blind and a depending member
46, the width of which is approximately -equal
to the.distance between the inner normal portions
41 of the tongues 88. Spaced tongues 41 are
struck out from fhe portion 46 to engage the
intermediate portions 42 of the tongues 38, thus
supporting the clip 39 at the desired height. It
will be understood, however, that the tongues. 47
are not necessary in all instances -and that the
channel member 44 may be allowed to-rest-an.the
upper surface of the tongues 38, if desired. A
drapery hook 43, adapted to support -a drapery
rod 49, may also be pivotally mounted on the
plate 31.

A cornice clip 5i, Fig. .5, includes a .channel
member having a web 82 and laterally extending
edge flanges 53 of sufficient depth to engage the
back surface of the cornice strips i0. Oppased
curved -tongues 54, shaped to .engage the outer
surface of the trough .24 .of the locking strip 18,
are struek out from the web 52 on the side of
the web enclosed by the flanges 53. A strip 56
is secured to -the opposite face .of the web 52

5 and extends laterally therefrom at substantiaily

ninety degrees, the dimensions of the strip .56
being such that. it fits snugly .within the confines
of the aligned stirrups.31.

‘We prefer to .add the ¢lip 51 to fhe cornice
assembly prior fo forming the end portions 27 and
to slidably engage the tongues 54 with either
the locking strip 16 .or the edges of the cornice
strip 18, depending upon the precise.structure of
the curved edges of the components. The ¢lip 51
may thereby slide along the assembled cornice
strip ‘until the desired position 'is reached, at
which time the strip 56 is engaged with ‘the .stir-
rups 37. Since the flanges 53 engage the "back
surface of the cornice strip, tipping of ‘the cornice
is prevented. 'The Venetian blind ¢lip 39.may be
inserted in-the tongues 38 either before or after
the cornice is hung and drapes may be disposed
on the rod 49. "When the cornice has been hung,
it may be moved laterally as desired in the tongues
54 to center the cornice over the window..

Removal is of course accomplished simply by
withdrawing the strips 56 from fthe stirrups 371.
The drapery.rod 43 may then be removed and the
Venetian blind lifted from the .support .clip .39,
installation being made preferably in reverse
order. It is not of course necessary that a Vene-
tian blind be employed in-conjunction with.our
structure.

From the .foregoing, it may be. seen ithat our
invention attains the .stated objects. The -.clip
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receiver is positioned by the window frame in a
horizontal position, and permits removal of our
cornice and all accessories without the use of
tools, and without sacrifice of either rigidity or
stability. 'The cornice clips may be mounted on
any of the cornice joints, thus permitting verti-
cal adjustment, and may alsc be moved laterally
if desired. 'The cornice itself is formed of inex-
pensive material by economical processes, is easily
cleaned and decorated and is fireproof. After
assembly to the desired ‘dimensions, the cornice
is rigid and durable, but-is .also light in weight
and attractive in appearance. By virtue of its
structure, rattling or loosening of the joints is
highly improbable, the stability of the structure
being enhanced by the flanges of the cornice clip
which bear against the back of the cornice.

The foregoing detailed. description has been
made to illustrate a preferred embodiment of our
invention as required by R. S. 4888, hut it is to
he understood that this description is made in
an explanatory, rather than a limifed sense. We
do not therefore limit ourselves to these precise
details except insofar as they are defined in the
appended claims.

We claim:

1. A window cornice comprising a plurality of
laterally aligned strips having longitudinally ex-
tending corrugations formed therein, the adja-
cent longitudinal edge of each of the strips being
curved inwardly and exposing less than half of
a corrugation on each said adjacent edge, and a
locking strip for joining the strips together.

2. A window cornice comprising a plurality of
laterally aligned strips having longitudinally ex-
tending corrugations formed therein, the adja-
cent lengitudinal edge of each of the strips being
curved inwardly and exposing less than half of a
corrugation on each such edge, and a locking

strip for joining the strips together, said locking -

strip having a curved external surface of similar
contour to the corrugations and having its longi-
tudinal edges rebent and curved inwardly and
rearwardly to receive the adjacent longitudinal
edzes of said strips.

3. A cornice assembly comprising a clip re-
ceiver having a plate and flanges normal to the
plate, said flanges being formed on adjacent edges
of the receiver normal to each other:and to the
plate, aligned stirrups formed in the plate par-
allel to one of the flanges, a cornice clip having
a laterally extending strip for engaging the stir-
rups and a body having struck out portions
spaced to receive a cornice and a cornice hav-
ing a curved inwardly extending portion slidably
engageable in the struck out portions on said
body.

4. A cornice assembly comprising a clip receiv-
er having a plate and flanges on adjacent edges
extending laterally normal to the plate and to
each other, stirrups formed in the plate on a line
parallel to one of said flanges, tongues struck out
from the plate, a Venetian blind support. sup-
portable by said tongues, a cornice clip having
a member for engaging the stirrups and a body
portion on an end of the member having struck
out tongues, and a cornice having a curved in-
wardly extending portion slidably engageable un-
der the tongues on the cornice clip.

5. A locking strip for window cornices having
a plurality of laterally aligned corrugated strips,
the adjacent edges of which are folded inwardly,
comprising a metal strip having a convex face,
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6

the edges of the strip being folded inwardly in
a reverse bend following the concave back of the
convex face thereof approximately into contact
with each other and then curving rearwardly and
laterally in a diverging path for sliding engage-
ment with the adjacent edges of the cornice
strips. . :

6. A cornice assembly for use on a window
frame comprising opposed clip receivers for at-
tachment to the window frame, aligned stirrups
struck out from the receiver, a cornice, a clip
slidably engaging the cornice and sz strip on the
clip for engaging the stirrups.

7. A clip for supporting cornices having in-
wardly and oppositely turned adjacent edge por-
tions comprising a chanmnel, opposed tongues
struck out from the web of the channel for sup-
porting said cornice by slidable interengagement
with the adjacent edge portions thereof the sides
of the channel hearing against the back of the
cornice when said cornice and tongues are inter-
engaged, and means for supporting the clip.

8. A window cornice comprising an elongated
cornice strip having inwardly extending curved
edges and a locking strip for securing a plurality
of such cornice strips in lateral alignment, said
locking strip having a surface for engagement
with the ouber marginal portion of said cor-
nice strip, a rearwardly extending portion, and
2 flange on the inner extremity of said last-
mentioned portion slidably engageable with the
curved rearwardly extending edge of the cornice
strip.

8. A window cornice assembly comprising a
pair of laterally aligned strips having longitu-
dinal corrugations and inwardly curved longitu-
dinal edges and a locking strip slidably engaging
the adjacent longitudinal strip edges for holding
said strips in lateral alignment.

10. A window cornice component adapted for
assembly by a locking strip in lateral alignment
with an identical component comprising an elon-
gated strip having reatwardly extending longitu-
dinal edge portions, each slidably interengageable
with one of said locking strips.

11. A locking strip for maintaining in lateral
alignment a plurality of cornice strips, each of
said strips being provided with curved rearwardly
extending longitudinal edge portions, said lock-
ing strip comprising an elongated member hav-
ing an outer face, an inner face complemental to
the outer marginal edge portions of the said cor-
nice strips, a rearwardly extending centrally dis-
posed portion disposabie between adjacent edges
of said cornice strips and oppositely extending
lateral portions on the inner extremity of the
centrally disposed portion slidably engageable
with the rearwardly extending edge portions of
adjacent cornice strips.

EUGENE V. HEITLINGER.
IRVING FIELDS.
ALFRED C. RAY.
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